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AR ADIIRAL EZRA CRIFFED
x MAVAL HISTORY D

Rear Admiral allen, born in Scranton, Fennsylvanila, larch 11, 1885, was
appointed to the United States haval &caie:y, Armapolis, Maryland, from Pennsyl-
vania in 1303. Graduated with credit and conzissioned Ensign iz June 1907, ke
subsequentiy was prormoted as follows: Lieutenant (junior grade), June 7, 1912;
Lieutenant, August 29, 1916; received temporary promotion to Lieutenant Commander
and Comm: wring the World War, and was commissioned in those ranks July 1,
1919 and December 27, 1923, respectively; Captain, September 1, 1934; and Rear
Admiral, October 20, 1941.
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After graduation in 1907, Rear Adnmirel allen joined the newly commissioned
battleship HINIESOTA, which made the World Cruise with the Battle Flect in 1207~

1308. He had duty with the Navy Rifle Team in 1510-11, and after duty in connec—
tion with fitting out the USS FLORIDA, he served in thet battleship from her
commissioning, September 15, 1911, Lnt¢l 1913. The following year he had duty

in the Bureau of Havigation, Navy D pmrument shington, D, C, He then had
consecutive duty in the USS HOFTANA and the USS ITUCKER, and after duty in charge
of fitting out the USS SULTAWA he assumed command of that converted yacht on her
comnissioning, Hay 27, 1917. EHe comnanded that ship while operating with Patrol
Squadrons based on ~rc,st Francs, dur*Ag the World War, and was later transferred
to command of the USS UAK YA, On Hay 22, 1918, this converted yacht was sunk
after a collision with the USS3 uﬁpn"H 20 miles south of the Ile d'Yeuw in the Bay
of Biscay. UFor his services in command of thosc two ships during the VWorld War,
he was awarded the Javy Cross with citation as follows:

HAVY CROSS: *

"Tor distinguished service in the linc of his profession

as Commonding Officer of the USS SULTANA and later the USS
WdKIVA, engaged in the important, ezacéin and hazardous
duty of transporting and escorting ops and supplices to
Burcpean ports through waters infested with eneny submarines
and nmines."

]

During the later part of the war, Rear admiral Allen served as aide on the
Staff of 1ander U, §. ¥Yaval ?orces in Frence, in the USS PROMETHEUS, and
later on aff of the Commander, U. S. Naval Forces in FBurope, in the USS
MELVILLE opcrutlng with destroyers based on <usenstown, Ireland. He had conse-

cutive duty in the USS CORSAIR and the USS CHATTIANOOGA, and after temporary duty
with the Navy Rifle Tean, he cormnanded the USS BELEKNAP in 1919.
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In 1920 he corpleted the course at the avrl Var College, Newport, Riode
Isiand, and thereafter had duty wltL the Torpedo Tactl Board at that collegs.
after duty in the Office of the Chief of Faval Cperations, Havy Departrent, in
the Aviation Division, and the Bureauw of feroncutics, he served as aide on the

taff of Admiral Edward V. Eberle, USH, then Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet,
in the flagship NEW MEXICO, later in the USS CALIFORKI4. TFronm Aprll, 1923 untll
February, 1624 he had duty in the Planning Division, Bureesu of Navigation, Favy
Departnent. He was then appointed Senior aide on tne staff of Rear adnmiral

Vfillian A, Moffett, USN, Commander U, S. Iavy Arctic Expedition and Chief of the
Bureau of Aeronautics, '

Rear adniral Allen had duty in 1926 as executive officer of the USS PITTS-
BURGH, operating on isiatic Ste ption. In 1928 he returned to Washington, D. C.
1

for dh+“ in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, and
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after completing the course at the Army Wa , VWashington, D. C., he
became a member of the Haval Examining Boz Department. He later decame
a member of the staff of the Army War Colliege, and in 1332 was transferred to
duuy on the staff of the Commend and General S5t%aff School, Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas. After brief duty on the staff of the Commander, Destroyers, U. S. Fleet,
he comnanded the USS BRIDGE in 1933. In 1934-35 he was Assistant Budget Officer,

Navy Department, Washington, D, C.
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=n served as Operations Officer and aide on th

In 1936 Rear Admiral 4lle T T
staff of the Commender, Battle Force, and the f0110w1n' two years cqmmanded the
USS CHESIER. On July 26, 1938, he report & for duty as Budget Officer of the
Yavy Department.

Rear admiral Allen continued in that dusy until his release from active
duty in 1946, having been renor inated to be Director of Bulget and Reports in the
Department of the Favy with the rank of Rear Admirel in February 1945. In July,
1245 he was ordered Tbllebd of all active dubly pending retirement.

In addition to the Mavy Cross, Rear Admiral Allen has the Victory Medal,
Patrol Clasp (USS SULTANA and USS WAKIVA): the Yangtze Service Medal (USS PITTIS-
BURGE) ; the American Defense Service lledal; the Anericen Area Campaign Medal;
and the World War II Victory licdrl. Ee also has the Legion d'Honneur with rank
of Chevalier awarded by the Government of Frrnce.
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and liavy Club and Coantry Club
ton, 2. C., and the ¥ew York

Rear admiral allen is a member of the ar
of Washiﬁgton, D. C,, Chevy Chase Ciud, Veshi
Tacht Club, ¥ew York, Hew York.

On October 6, 1941, the Navy Departﬁcrt announced that the Officers' Recrea-
tion Center, 1nclu ing all facilities, at Terzinal Island, Long Beach, Celifornia
would be designated allen Center in Vehsh Bf Benk admirel (%hen Ca ptald) Bzra G.
#llen, USH, then Director of Budget and Zep Havy Departasnt.
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Septerber 5, 1946
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