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CAPTAIN CHARLES C, COLEY
UNITED STATES NAVY

Charles Coston Coleoy was born on May 27, 1911, in Oklahone
City, Oklahom, son of Dr, A, J, Coley and Mrs, (Alice Coston)
Coley. He atiended Clozssen High School, Oklohoma City Unlversity
and U, 8, Hallfs Preporatory School before his apvointuent og o
Midehipman to the U. S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, in
1950, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on May 31, 10348,
and through subsequent promotions attalned the rani: of Captalin to
date from July 1, 1953.

Tollowing graduntion from the Naval Academy, he was asgigned
firet to the USS MARYIAND of Brttleship Division 4, Bottle Fovce.
Detoched in March 1936, he had =ix months' duty ~bocrd the Uss
WITRO, of Naval Transportation Service, after which he was orcdeid
to Aeiotic Station, During the period December 1936 to Februniy
1039, he served succecsively Tn the USS BARKER of Destroyer Div: -

e7on 135, Asiatic Pleet, ond USS GUAM, on Yangtze Patrol, and re-
turned to the United States in May 1939, - '

- TFrom June 1939 until March 1943 he cowved in the USS RANGER
and in that aivceraft carrier participated in the Algeria—Morocoo’
londinge in November 1942, during the early neriod of the United
Stotes perticipation in World War II, Throuzhout the remaining
weriod of hostilities, he was a member of the staff of Commancer
Serv-ce Force, Atlantic Fleet. He waes awarded the Bronze Stowr
Iiedal with citation, in part, as follows:

“Commander Charles C. Coley, during the period from 1943 %o
June 1945 displayed, as Flag Sccretary to the Commander Service
Force, U, S, Atlantic Fleet, exceptional devotion to duty. At o
time when the Atlantic Fleet sought for and attoined thet expan-
gion of ite ships, personnel and bases necessary to the defeat of
Germon submarine ralders operating againet allied supply lines,
he, ~g Administrative Assistant to the Chief of 3taff, relicvcd
that officer and the Fla Officer Comuanding of many luportant
details and readily cssumed and successfully prosecuted repponsi-
bility normally assigned an officer of much higher rank,.."

In August 1945 he assumed command of the USS FRED T. BERLY,
continuing ag Commanding Officer of that destroyer until Septen-
her 1047. He then reported to the USS CAMBIA, flagship, for duty
ag Chief Staff 0fficer to Commonder Transport Division 21. From
July 1948 until October 1950 he had shore duty as Executive O0ff7-
cer of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit at Cornell
University. VWhen detached, he hed duty in connection with the
reactivation of the USS NEW JERSEY, and became her Executive Off-
cer vhen she was recommissioned on Npvember 21, 1950,

"Tor exceptionnlly meritorious conduct in the performance of
sutbetonding services to the Government of the United States ors
Execubive Officer of the USS NEW JERSEY during operations ago’nst
enemy aggressor forces in Korea from May to November 1951.,." he
woae avarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "v,”
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eontinues: "An officer of marked skill and resourcefulnsse, Com-
mander Coley succeeded in maintaining his ship at a high level of
conbot readiness and aided materially in the desbruction of vitel
enemy ghore installations, On ohe occasion when filre brolie out
in o gun tub during the bombardment of Wonsan Harbor, he unhetl-
tatingly rushed to the scene and threw the burning material over-
hoard, theregy preventing possgible damage to the ship and its

nersonnel. ..

Detached from the NEW JERSEY in January 1952, he attended tha
Armed Forces Staff College from February to July of that year,
after which he reported for duty on the staff of Cormmander in 7
Chiecf, Atlantic Fleet. .While in that assignment, ending in June
1051 "he had additional duty on the staff of Commander in Chief,
Veebern Atlantic Area, Since July 1954 he has been on auby in
the OFfice of the Chief of Waval Operations, Navy Department,

| Tn addition to the Legion of Merit wilth Combat "v," and the
Aronze Star Medol, Captain Coley has the Yangtze Service Medal;
the Amerlcan Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; Furopean-African
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; AsiaticvPacific Campaign N CWa
e : _ gn Mgdal; World
ITI Victory Medal: Navvy Occupation Bervice Medal; Korecan szviée Med -
f%; United Wationad Service Medal; and National Defense Service Med-
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