CAPTAIN THOMAS MEDAIRY DELL, JR., UNITED STAAHS waty cwiwiv

Captain Dell was born oa November 26, 1899, in Baltimore, Mary-
land, son of Thomes M. Dell, Sr.,and Mrs, Florence (Hampson) Dell.
He attended public schools of Baltimore and Baltimore College there
before entering the U, S, Naval Academy ct Annapolis, Maryland on
August 1, 1917. While a Midshipman he participated in athletics as
a member of the soccer and track teams, winning the Track "N" and
captaining the Soccer Team his First Class year., (raduated and com-
missioned Ensign on June 3, 1921, he subsequently attained the rank.
of Captain, to date from June 20, 1942,

Uron gracduation frcm the Naval Academy, Captain Dell was assigned
to the Academy Station 3hip, USS REINA MIRCEDZS and after a few
months was transferred to the USS FLORILA, flagship of Commander Con-
trol Force, Atlantic Fleet. In the summsr of 1922 he joined the
Asiatic Fleet, and for three years thereafter served in the USS
PAUL JONZS, and the USS PECOS, units of that Fleet. He had temporary
duty in the Rsceiving Ship at San Francisco, California in July 1925,
and the next month reported to the USS J. F, BURNES, operating with
Division THIRTY-ONE, Destroyer Squadrons, Battle Fleet. He was
transferred the next year to the USS MAC DONCUGH and served aboard
that destroyer, Flagship of Division THIRTY-SIX, Destroyer Sguadron

TWELVE, Battle Fleet until June 1928,

Captain Dell returned to the Naval Academy for a two year tour
of duty as an instructor in the Department of Engineering and Aero-
nautics, and in the summer of 193C joined the USS WATERS, operating
with Division TWELVE, Destrover Squadrons, Battle Fleet., Continuing
sea duty he transferred to the battleship NEVADA for a yearis
service before he again returned to the Naval Academy in June 1933
this time for three years as instructor in the Department of Marine

Engineering.

In June 1936, Captain Dell was assigned sea duty as Executive
Officer of the USS REUBEN JAMES and served in that capacity while
that destroyer opersted with Destroyers, Battle Force until he was
detoched i July to command the USS PREBLE of Mine Division ONE,
Battle Force, operating from Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii.
lieved in August 1939, he had a third tour of duty at the Naval
Academy as .instructor in the Department of Marine Engineering.

Re-

Following duty from February to May 1941, in connection with
fitting out the USS WASHINGTON (BB 56), Captain Dell served from
/ her commissioning until July 1942 as Damage Control Officer and
First Lieutienant. During several months of that period, after the
United States entered World War II, the WASHINGTON operated with
Task Force NINETY-NINE in the Atlantic, He subsequently fitted out
the USS MONONGAHELA and for thirteen months commanded that auxiliary
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oiler while she operated with Service Force Pacific,

Captain De11 served from November 1943 until May 1945 as Joint
Overseas Shipping Control Officer on the staff of Commander, Service
Force, Pacific Fleet, For exceptionally meritorious service in that
capacity he was awarded the legion of Merit with citation as follows:

LEGION OF MERIT: -

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per-
formance of outstanding seryvices to the Govermment of
the United States as Joint Overseas Shipping Control
Officer on the Staff of Commender Service Force, United
States Pacific Fleet, from November 1943, to May 1945,
Exercising outstanding initiative and administrative
ability, Captain De11 planned the initial establishment
of the Joint Overseas Shipping Office and, during a
periocd when coordination of all the armed forces was
essential, efficiently directed this acticity in control-
ling the troop and cargo schedules of vessels operating
in the Pacific Ocean Area, By his leadership and tire-
less devotion to duty throughout, he contributed material-
ly to the over-all Pacific war effort and upheld the high-
est traditions of the United States Naval Service."

In June 1945 he reported for duty as District Intelligence Office
Fourth Navael District, with Headquarters at Philadelphia, Pennsylvani
He remained c¢u “uty there until March 1949 when he was ordered to
Pearl Harbor, T, H., where he is now serving as Port Director.

In additioun to the Legion of Merit, Captain De11 has the Havy
Expeditionary Medal; the American Defense Service Medal, Flecet Clasp;
the American Area Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign
Medal; and the World War II Victory Medal, He also has the Expert
Rifle and Pistol Medals,

13 April 1949,





