1 CAPTAIN LEONARD C, CHAMBERI.IN
: UNITED STATES WAVY

. Leonard Cornelius Chamberlin was born in Bverott, Massachu-
setts, on August 18, 1906, son of Licutenant Cowmsnder Joseph Cham-
perlin, USN, Retired, and Mrs, (Annle Roberts) Chumberlin, He was
Cpaduated from McKinley High School, Honolulu, pepritory of Hawall,
in June 1922, and a year later, aftor preparing at Werntz Prepara-
tory School, entered the U, &, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland.
As a Midshipman he participated in athletics (track, tennis, and
'1acrosse), and was a mewber of Musical Clubs. Gpaduated and com-
missioned Ensign on June 2, 1927, he subsequently advanced to the

gank of Captain, with date of rank March 20, 1045,

: Upon graduation from the Naval Academy, he was assigned ©o
the USS OMAHA, in which he =zerved for two years as a junior officer
in the Gunnery, Navigation and Enginecring Departments. ‘He then
had consecutive duty in gunnery and communications, on board the
US3 DOYEN and USS ZANE during the perilod June 1929 until December
1931, He attended the Submarine School, New London, Connecticut,
flor six months to follow, and from June 1932 until June 1934 served
59 Executive 0fficer, Torpedo Officer, Engineer and Compunication
pfficer of the USS $-19 and US3 5-2l..

A student at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, for
wo years, he completed the course in Meohanical Engineering at the
University of California, at Berkeley, in June 1937, at which time
he was awarded the degree of Master of Science. During the next
four years he had successive gervice afloat as Blectrical Officer
of the USS PENNSYLVANIA, Engineer Officor of thoe U353 SHAW, and as
Executive Officer of the USS TUCKER., In May 2941 he reported to
the Navy Yard, Pcarl Harbor, T, H,, whers he wag Shop Supsrinten-
dent and Machinery Planning officer until Sevieuber 1943, including
the firat part of the World War II period.

He next served as Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistlce to
Commander Destroyers, Pacifle, and after fitting out the USS HUGH
W. HADLEY (DD 7714), commanded that destroyer from her commission-
ing Novewber 25, 1044 until January 1945, During the latter months
of the war, he commanded Destroyer Division 96 in the Westorn Pa-
cific. He was avarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "v," and
citation as follows: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct,...{in
that command), from March 18 to May 4, 1945. 8k1l1fully maneuvers-
ing the ships of his division during hostile suicide air attacks,
(ne) delivered effectlve gunfirs resulting in the destruction of
numerous enemy planes and kept damage to the vessels of his command
to & minimum. In addition, he furnlshed valuable reports concern-
ing approaching hostile planes which allowed the combat air patrol
to contact and destroy many alrcraft and which kept the main Task

Group alerted against surprise attacks.

He was also awarded the Bronze Star Medal with combat "v,"
for "meritorious service as Commandoer Destroyer Division NINETY-
81X, operating as a screening and supporting unit of Task Unit
34.ég1, during bombardments againest onemy Japanese forces on July
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14, July 23*30, and August 9, 1945..." The cibtation further states:
fon July 1%, during the first bombardment of the Japanese Emplre at
Kamalshi, Honshu, Captain Chamberlin contributod waterially to the
succegs of three of his destroyers in sinking one enomy coagtal

fargo vessel and one barge. On the night of duly 29-3%0, during the
bBombardment of Hamamatsuw, Honshu, and again on August 9, during the
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Jecond bombardment of Kamalshi, the ships under his command operat-

6d ﬁith distinction as part of the screen of the bombardment group

ngO
: Tn Qctober 1945 he returned to the United States, and for
fwenty months thereafter served as Shop Superintendent at the
flaval Drydocks, Hunters Point, San Francisco, ¢alifornia, under
cognizance of the Commandant, Navy Yard, Mare Island, He was a
student at the Naval War College Trom July 1947 until June 1948,
arter which he became Assistant Chief of Staff, for Logletics, to
Commander Naval Forces, Western Pacific. In July 1949 he was de~-
fached for duty until January 1952 on the staff at the Naval War
Gollege, Newport, Rhode Tsland. There he served as Head of the
Logistics Department, Head of the Department of Tntelligence, and
§ecretary of the Department of Administration.

: Again ordered to sea, Captain Chawberlin commanded the USS
ROCKBRIDGE from February to September 1952, and for a year there-
after wag Chilef of Staff to Commander Amphibious Group FOUR, In
feptember 1953 he assumed command of Destroyer Squadron FOUR, and
on December 22, 1954 was ordered dotached and to his present duty
ag Chief of Staff and Aide to the Commandant, rloventh Naval Dis-
trict, at Headquarters, San Diego, Californin.

Tn addition to the Legion of Merit and the Bronge Star Medal,
ench with Combat "V," Captain Chamberlin has the Amerigan Defense
gservice Medal with star; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Médal with
three stars; American Campaign Medal; World wer II Victory dedal;
Navy Occupation Service Medal; China Service Modal; the National
Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberatilon Ribbon.

He iz a member of St. Pauls Lodge, No 14, F. & A.M., Newport,
Rhode Tsland, and a member of the San Diego Club, San Diego,

Californla,
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