REAR ADMIRAL ROBERT W. CAVENAGH, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Robert William Cavenagh was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on November 18,
1904, He attended public schools in Cleveland, and had one year at Oberlin
College, Ohio, before his appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, from the 20th District of Ohic in July 1922, He was graduated
and commissioned Enslgn on June 3, 1926, and through subsequent promotions
attained the rank of Rear Admiral to date from July 1, 195k, .

Upon graduation from. the Naval Academy, he was assigned TO the USS
ARKANSAS, and was transferred to the USS NTAGARA in Pebruary 1928 for duty
until May 1930. Reporting a month later to the Submarine Base, New London,
Comnecticut, he had instructlon in aubmerines there and with Submerine
Division TWENTY, after which he was assigned %o the USS ARCONAUT for duty

at sea from Mareh 1931 to February 1933,

Returning to Anmspolis, he was under instruction in Engineering at the
postgraduste School for two years ands continuing the course at the Naval
Boiler Isboratory, Philadelphiaﬁ‘Pennsylvania, and the University of Cali-
fornia, at Berkeley, he was graduated with the degree of Master of Sclence
in Engineering from the latter on June 18, 1936,

He was next assigned to Submarine Division TEN, sSquadron FIVE, of
the Asiatie Fleet, with consecutive duty aboard the USS 5-39 and USS S-37;
and from Merch 14 to November 25, 1938; was commending Officer of the USS
a b1, petached from the latter, he returned to the Unlted States, reporting
on January 27, 1939, to the Bureau of Engineering, Navy Department, Washing=
ton, D, C, He was detached in July 1940, a month after that Bureau was
combined with the Bureau of Construction and Repalr and redesignated the

Purean of Ships,

Ordered to the USS BROOKLYN, he Jjoined that crulser on the West Coast
in August 1040, and was aboard her when the United States entered World
War IT in December 1941, In Pebruary 1942 he assumed command of the US3
DAHIGREN, a destroyer nsed as an experimental engineering and sonar ‘training
vessel at Key West, Florida,  In December 1942 he was ordered to the Pacific
Wor Avea, and soon after took command of the Uss STANLY, a unit of Destroyer
Squadron TWENTY-THREE, Pacific Fleet, That squadron was awarded the Pre-
sidential Unit Citatlon, and he was personally awarded the Navy Cross, the -

"~ eitations followilng in part;

presidential Unit Qitations "For extraocrdinary heroilsm in action
against enemy Japanese forces during the Solomon Islands Campalign, Trom
Novewber 1, 1943 to February 23, 19hk, . Boldly penetrating subrarine-infested
waters during a period when Japanese naval and air power was at its helght,
Destroyer Squadron TWENTY THREE operated in daring defiance of repeated
attacks by hostile alr groups, closing the enemy's gtrongly fortified shores

to earry out sustalned bombardments against Japanese coastal defenses...
Conmanded by foreeful leaders and manned by aggressive, fearless crews, the
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ships of Squadron TWENTY-THREE coordinated asg a superb fighting teamj they
courtered the enemy's flerce aerial bombing attacks and destroyed or roubed
tils planes; they intercepted his surface task Forees, sank or damaged his
warships by torpedo fire and prevented Interference with out transportSee .

Navy Crosss. "For extraordinary herolsm as Cormanding Officer of the
USS SPANLY, in action against enemy Japanese Forees in Tthe Solomon Islands
on the night of November 1-2, 1943, with his Task Force engaging & Japanese
syrface force of .superior fire power (he) hurled the full filghting strength
of his ship against the enemy and, by his inspiring leadership and skilled
combat tactics, aided hls Task Fores in sinking Five hostile warships, in
damaging four others, and in completely routing the enemy, thereby contribut-
ing materially to the suecessful establishment of our beachhead on Bougain-

ville Tsland,..™

Detached Ffrom command of the STANLY on Janualy i, 19k, he assumed
command of Destroyer Division FORTY-SIX, part of Destroyer Sauadron TWENTY -
THREE, He was awarded the Leglon of Merit with Combat "¥," the Bronze
Star Medal, also with "V,” and a Gold Star in lisu of the Second BronZe
Star Medal., The citations follow in parts

Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct...during
operatlions sgainst enemy Japsnese forces in the South and West Paclifie
from January 4, 1obk to Jamuary 9, 1945, Conducting many indepsndent bom=
bardment and other missions during this period, Captain Cavenagh maneuvered
the. ships under his commsnd with skill.and precision, inflicting heavy
damege oh the enemy. By his planning, leadership and skill, Captain Cavenagh
contributed miterially to the capture of Japanese held territoryese

Bronze Otar Medsal: "For heroic achievement as Commander Destroyer
Division FORTY-SIX...in action against enemy Japanese forees Northwest of
the Bismsrck Archipelago, at Kavieng, New Ireland, and on the Duke of York
{sland, February 17 to 23, 194k,..(He) fought his ships gallantly desplte
sntense Flre from hostile shore babteries and alrcraft (and) directed his °
vessels In destroying twwo Japanese suxiliary vessels, one large ecargc ship;
a mine layer and four barges, and inflieting heavy damage on impertant:
shore installetions, subsequently bringing his destroyers through these
hazardous engagements without demage...”

gold Star in 1ieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal: ",,.While serving
as Comuander of a Destroyer Division under the operational command of the
SEVENTH Amphibious Force, and forming a part of the screen of the first
Mindoro resupply echelon in December 194k, When attacking Japsnese planes
damaged two lending ships and a 1iberty-type merchant shipy setting them
on fire, (he} was ordered to take charge of the rescue operation, Fire
and explosion fineily foreed the abandonment of both landing ships,; and
while survivors from these ships were being picked up, the reseue group
was abtacked by Tour Japanese plenes, three of which: were shot down,u.
Captain Cavernagh got the Iiberty ship and the two landing vessels of the
reseue group undervay, arriving at his destination hefore the scheduled
time of unloading...(and) contrivuted materially to the saving of many '
liveg,a.”
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As Commander of & Task Unit in operations in support of landing forces
for the liberation of Bataan-Corregidor, and Punay-Negros In the Philippines .
from February 16 to April 24, 1945, he was also awarded a Gold Star lu
Lien of the third Bronze Ster Medal with Combat "v,* and cited for "comtil-
buting materially to the success of these operations,”

" Under ovders of May 1945, he returned to the United States and.reported
for duty as Assistant Director of Welfare Activitieg, Bureau of Naval Per=

- sonnel, Navy Department, In December 1948 he was ordered to sea as Com
mander Destroyer Squadron FIVE, eand a year later he reported to the Naval

Academy to serve as Officer’ In Charge of the Englneering and Design Depart-

ment., After his detachment, he was a student at the National War College,

Washington, D, C., during the school year 1951=1952.

n June 1952 he assumed command of Transport Squadron ONE, and in
August 1953 reported to the Commander in Chief, Naval Forcés, Far Bast, to
serve 85 Branch Chlef, Operations and Plans Divislon, Joint Staff, Commander
in Chief, Far Bast Command., “For. exceptionally meritorious conduect in the
performance of outstanding serviee during the period September 11, 1953 to
July 27, 1954," he was awsrded an Oak Leal Cluster in lieu of the Second
Legion of Merit by the Depzrtment of the Army. In Jaanuary 1955 he was
designated Deputy Dirvector of Faval Tntelligence, Offiee of the Chiel of
Naval (}pera.tionsy Navy Department, Washington, D, Coy effective April 1955.

He commanded Cruilser Divislon FOUR during the period April 14, 1956 to
Jamuary 1957, when he became Commander Amphibious Group TWO. He was U, Ss
Navel Attache, London, England, between September 1, 1958 and November 1960,
then assumed command of the Crulser Force, Atlantic Fleet; with additional
duty as Conmander Cruiser Division SIX, In November 1961 he reported as Com-
mandant of the Fourth Naval Distriet; headquarters in Philadelphis, Penn-

gylvanis, with additional duby as Commander Waval Base, Philadelphia, He

served as Chief of the Military Assistance Advisory Group, Norway, head-
quartered in Gslo from January 1965 until relieved of active duty pending
his vetirement, effective December i, 1966, “For exceptionally meritorious
service...(in that capacity) from Jamary 15, 1965 to November 30, 1966, .. "
he was awaerded & CGold star in lieu of the Third Leglon of Merit, The
citation further states in part; .

v .. Rear Admiral Cavenagh effectively executed the mission and res-
pongibilities of the Military Assistance Advisory group with respect to
the Military Assistance Prograwm in Norway. Through his dynamic personality,
knowledgeable background and relentiess endeavors, he has accomplighed
much in bringing the Qoverrments of Norway and the United Stotes into
closer affiliation and has also greatly enhanced the posture of Norway?s
military forces and their capabllity to meet their requirements under

the NATO Alliance:.."

‘ Tn addition to the Navy Cross, Legion of Merlt with Oak Leaf (luster
and Gold ster, Bronze Star Medal with two Gold Stars and Combat "V,' and
the presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Cavenagh has the China
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Service Medaly American Defense Serviee MEdal with Bronze "A"; Americen Cams
paign Medals Asiatic-pacific Campaign Medalj World Wer II Victory Medals Na~
tional Defétise Service Medalj Korean Service Medal;y United Nations Serviee
Medals and the: Philippine Liberation Ribbon,

Married to the former Miss Mabel M, Goodyear of Cleveland, Oliio, Rear
Admiral Cavénagh's official homée address is W4l North Broadway, New Philas
delphia, Chicy ‘

Navy Office of THformetion
Internal Reletiochs Division (OI=430)
10 January 1967 -




