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REAR ADMIRAT, RATPH H, CARNAHAN, UNITED STATES NAVY -

Ralph Herbert Carnahan was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on October
1, 192k, son of Dr. Donald S, Carnahan (now deceased) and Mrs. (Marion Bar-
bara Stegall). Carnshen, He attended Cariegie Institute of Technology, Pitts-
burgh for a year, prior to entering the U, S, Naval Academy, Amnapolis, Mary-
land on appointment.from his native state in 1943, He was graduated and com-
missioned Ensign with the Class of 1947 on June 5, 1946 (accelerated course
due to World War II), He subsequently advanced in rank to that of Rear Ad-
miral, to date from April 1, 197k,

. Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1946, he joined the USS
SAIDOR (CVE-11T7) as First Division Officer and in July 1947 transferred as
Seventh Division Officer on board the USS HEIENA (CA-75). After instruction,
July to December 1948 at the Naval Submarine School, Groton, Connecticut, he
became Engineer on the USS GROUPER (SSK-21L4) and while in that assignment
qualified in submarines (March 1950) and for command of submarines (April
1952). 1In April 1952 he was assigned to the Pre-Commissioning Detail of
US5 HARDER, building at Electric Boat Company, Groton, Connecticut., He serv-
ed as Engineer Officer of that submarine from her commissioning August 19, '

1952 until June 1953. -

He next was assigned as First Lieutenant and a member of the Physical
Education Department at the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland and in
July 1955 ‘joined the USS QUDGEON (SS-567) to serve as Navigator and Operations
Officer, He transferred in June 1956 to the USS BASS (SSK-2) for duty as
Navigator and Executive Officer. During the period July 1957 to April 1958
he had training in advanced and operational nuclear power at the Nuclear
Power:School, New lLondon, Connecticut, the Bettis Atomic Power Laboratory,.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and the Nuclear Power Training Unit at Idaho Falls,
Idaho, He was next assigned briefly to the USS SKATE (SSN-578), and while
on board qualified as Engineer Officer of the Watch on nuclear power sub-

marines, i

In May 1958 he joined the Pre-Commissioning Detail of the USS SKIPJACK
(88N-585), building at General Dynamics Corporation, Groton, Connecticut and
upon the commissioning of +that nuclear power submarine on April 15, 1959
assumed duty as Executive Officer and Navigator. From April 1960 to April
196L he commanded the USS JALLAO (SS-368), after which he was Director of
the Nuclear Power Department at the Naval Submarine School, Groton, Commect-
icut. In July 1962 he became the first Commanding Officer of the Naval Nu-
clear Power School, Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland. Following
instruction in the Nuclear Reactors Branch, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission,
Washington, D. C., April to August 1963, he reported as Head of the Nuclear
Propulsion and Navigation Section of the Submarine Warfare Division, Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department.
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During ‘the period January to April 1964 he had instruction at the
Polaris Commend Course, Dam Neck, Virginia and the Fleet Ballistic
Missile Prospective Commanding Officer Course, Naval Submarine Sehool,
Groton, after which he assumed command of the Blue Crew of the USS
ROEERT E. LEE (SSBN-601). In May 1965 he transferred as Commanding
Officer of the Gold Crew of the USS JOHN MARSHALL (SSBN-611). "For
meritorious service and for his significant contribution to the success
of the Polaris strategic deterrent.force..." as Commanding Officer of
the USS ROBERT E. ILEE and later USS JOHN MARSHALL he was awarded the
Navy Commendation Medal.

From October to July 1969 he served as Deputy Director for National
Security Council Coordination, Policy Plamning Staff, International
Security Affairs, Office of the Secretary.of Defense, Washington, D. C.
"Por outstanding meritorious service..." in that assignment he was
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, The citation continues in part:

" ..(He) played a key role in the development and coordination of
Department of Defense positions in the National Security Council and
its subordinate agencies, and in the performance of additional coordi-
nation duties spanning a wide spectrum of defense-related subjects.,
Instrumental in developing and expanding close working relationships
with the Joint Staff and with other military and civilian agencies
concerned with political-military questions, Captain Carnahan made
major contributions to Department of Defense studies affecting current

and future defense policies..."

While he was a student at the Air War College Maxwell Air Force
Base, Montgomery, Alabama, August 1969 to August 1970, he also attended
Auburn.(Alabama) University, from which he received the degree of Master
of Science in Political Science. He next joined the Staff of the Com-
mander in Chief, Atlantic as Director of the Strategic Operations Branch
in the Operations Division and "for outstanding meritorious service..."
in that assigmment was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Meri-
torious Serviece Medal. The citation states in part:

" . .Through his expertise in Strategic Force matters, he was in-
strumental in formulating command policy and positions on Polaris and
 poseidon matters affecting national defense. In addition to developing
new strategic planning and operational concepts, he prepared numerous
studies on employment of Polaris and Poseidon Forces, developed opera-
tional techniques and recommended sound solutions for the most effective

wtilization and employment of CINCLANT strategic forces..,"

He transferred in July 1971 to the Staff of Commander Submarine
Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet and served as Chief of Staff and Alde until
May 1972, "For exceptionally meritorious conduet,..”" in that capacity
he was awarded the Legion of Merit, The citation follows in part:
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",..Captain Carnshan conceived and supervised programs which led
to improved management and operational efficiency of the Atlantic Fleet
Submarine Force. His dedication and enviable professional ability were
key factors in maintaining a sustained high state of submarine readiness.
He made significant and lasting contributions to a number of Important
submarine-related efforts, inecluding the development and deployment of
nev missile and torpedo weapons systems, improved submarine commend and
control, and assurance of continued high submarine survivability..."

In June- 1972 he reported as Spe01al Assistant to the Director of
Navy Program Plarmming in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operatlons,
Navy Department and in April 1973 became Deputy Director for Plans,
Requirements and Technology, Defense Mapping Agency, Washington, D. C.

In addition to the Iegion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal

" with Bronze Star; and the Navy Commendation Medal; Rear Admiral Carnahan
has the Navy Expeditionary Medal; World War II Victory Medal; and the
National Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star,

Rear Admiral Carnshen is a member of Pi Slgma Alpha, Polltlcal
Science Honorary Fraternity.
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