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Rear fdmiral Alexander was born on September 14, 1897, at Camp-
bell, Texas. He was appointced Lo the U, &. Naval Academy, Annayolis,
Maryland, from Ohio in 1914, Gracduated and commissioned Ensign on
June 28, 1917, with the Class of 1918, he advanced through the
various grades to the rank of Captain to date from June 15, 194%.

He was transferred to the Retired List of the U, 3. Navy on June 1,
1948, and promoted to the ranlt of Rear Admiral.

Followling graduation from the Academy in 1917, Rear aidmiral
Alexander had consecutive duty until 1022, aboard the USS VIRGINIA,
and USS SALEM, assuming the duties of Gunnery Officer of tho iatter
in 1920. From January 1922 until the summer of that year, he %was
assizned to the USS MARCUS, as Exccutive Officer, after wiilch he
served as Alde and Flapg Lieutsnant on the staff of Commander, Des-
troyer Squadrons, Pacifie Fleet, UBS CHARLESTON, flagship. 'Detached
from that assignment late in 1922, he reported as Executive Offiicer
aboard the USS MELVIN.

Returning to the Umited States in-the summer of 1925, Reoor ad-
miral 4dlexander had a two years. tour of duty at the Naval .cademy,
followed by service in the USS TENNESSEE until October 1926. He had
a year's duty as Alde and Communications Officer, staff of Conmander,
Battleship Divisions, Battle Fleet, USS WEST VIRGINIA, flagahip, and
upeh detachment Prom thalt duty reperted for duty in 4 'llke capacity
on the stoff of Commander idn Chief, Battile 'Fieet, USS C.LERORNI,
flagship. From 1928 until the summur of 1930, he had 8 sccond tour
af duty at the Naval .cademy, followlng which he reported as Executive
Officer of the US5 DORSEY,

In April 1932, Rear Admiral Alexander reported as Aide and Flag
Hjeuteniant oh the stoff of the Comuander, Destroyexs, Battle Foree,
USS DETROIT, flagship, serving in that duty until the sumner of 1934,
when he returhed to the United States ahd was assigned to the 0ffiice
of the Chilef of Navael Gperations, scrvins there until June 1937, yhen
he reported as Cormmanding Officer of the USS CASSIN. From Junc 1940
until May of that year, he was under instruction at the Nawval VWar
College, Newport, Rhode Island, after which he heman a three ycors
tour of duty in the 0ffice of the Calef of Naval Operations, Navy
Department. For his services in thc above duty he veceilved a
ILectter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Commendation
Ribbon, from the Secretary of the Navy, and commended as follows:

LETTER OF COMMENDATITON :

"For outstanding performance of cuty while attached to the
Office of the Chief of Navel Operations, from December 1941,
to June 1943. Displaying sound judgment and administrative
ability in the administration of his 'duties,.Captain Alexander
rendered¢ invaluable serviece in developing the mllitary chavac-
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teristics of Moter.lorvper oat8,; their sguisdroneorpanization;
training, maintenance 28 mobile unw*s with  tendensiiand epyice
focilities, ‘and ‘for e:zeuting tiieiyr saryly delivery tothe For-
wards ines sl ppiiopStoiibhe Sdapanc Setak b ele iim S thess Rhdtllmnline s sl
addition, he initigated, planned and organized the delivery of
the large type landing erafi) from the interior of the Unibed
States to salt water by means of the inland Waterways. By
his jnitiative, zealous efforss ang unfalteriny devobtion te
duty® Captalin Alexandcr contributed to the suctessfnl pro-
secution of the war and uphcld the highest traditions. of
the United States Naval Service."

LETTER OF COMMENDATION: (Con
G.o

ct D..
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Relievecd of duty in the lepartment in June 1943, Bear idmirnl
Alexander reported to the Bethlehen Steel Company, San Francisco,
Cnlifornia, in connection with the filtiting out af the USS HENO ¢nd
casumed commond of that vessel upon her commlssioning on December
28, 1943, serving in her until February 1945. For his services aboar
that cruiser fwom June 13 to 30, 1944, he reccived a Lette“ of Com-
mendatien Nwitit authorization to wenr the Commendation Ribbon. ie
was also awarded a Navy Cross and o lLegion of Merit, and clted ns
Ealilowes

N.LVY CROSS:

"For extrasrdinary heroism while serving as Commondinr Of-
flicer of ths USS BENO durin: sperations apgainst the encmy
in the Pacific .rea, from Octsher 14 €o 24, 1044, .in in-
spiring and foreeful leader throuhout a4 heavy enemy air
attack, Cantain Alexander courasjeously foutht his ship to
shoot down six torpeds plonce descite damace done to his
vessel by 2 Japanese 2irceraft. Continuing his daring
action, he directed his ship durln® rescug and salvage
operations in connection with the USS PRINCETON, mensuver-
iniz his ship o renel =nd destroy =attacking aireraft and
maintaining the RENO inan effective position to 2id the
stricken carrier in sipite of intense smoke and fire and
the danger of major explosions.  His outstanding 2bility,
fearlcss leadershin and courareous dsevotlon to duty re-
flect the bl host credit uwon Captain dlexonder and the
United States Navol Service.'

LEGION OF MERIT: (With Combat "V")

"For exceptionnlly nmeritorious conduct in the performance

of outstondin~ services to the Government of the United
Stotes as Commanding O0fficer of the USS RENO, during opero-
tions acainst enemy Japoanese forces in the Pacific Var reo,
from November 3 to 10, 1944. Quick to act when his ship was
torpedoed by the enemy, Coptain .lexander proceeded to
salvare his vessel and, by his skillful senmonshir and deter-
mined initlative in thc face of adverse weather conditions
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LEGION OF MERIT: (Contra)

and the Dossibility of further hostile attacks, Succeeded
in returnin- his Seriously donaged craft L9 port,  Hig in-
Spirin- leadership, untiring efforts ang Zealous devotion
to duty throushout reflect the hichest credit upon Captain
<lexender and the United 3tates Naval Service, "

From ipril to Octobsnr 1945, Liear Admiral Alexanderp served on
the stafr of the Naval wWar Colleﬁe, Newport, Rhode Island, ancg uon
detachment fpop that duty he was again ordered to the Office 5f the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, For duty, ‘Fpim July
1, 1946, until the time he was reliecveq of all active duty Dending
retirement, he S3€rved as Chief of the Fleet Meintenance Division in
the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations. 0On June 1, 1548 he was
transferred to the Retired List of the Ve 55 Navy,

In addition to the Navy Cross, the Lezion or Merit, and the
Coaxmendaiion J1bbon with Bronze Star, Rear admiral wlexander has the
Victory Medal. atlantic Fleet Clesp (USS wmEST VIRGINIL); the .mericanr
Deianse Seprvice Medal; the Asiaticwjacific Area Campaipn Medal; the
dmerican  Aveg Campaign Medal; ang the Worla war IT Victory Medal,
de also has tie Lezion of Honop awarded him by the French Government,
for servicc While in commanc of the U3S CASSIN.

10 December 1948,





