CAPTATN. HAL C, CASTLE, UNITED STATES NAVY

Hal Cushman Castie was born in Peoria, Illinois, on Decenber 26,
1921, son of Kerl E, and Helen (Minium) Castle. He attended Fenwick
High School, Oak Park, Illinois and 8t. Mary's College, Winona, Minnesots,
prior to entering the U, 8. Naval Aeademy, Annapolis, Maryland, on ap-
pointment from his netive state in 1940, Graduated with the Class of
1944, on June 9, 1943 {course of instruction reduced to three years due
to world War II) end commissioned Ensign, he subsequently sdvanced in
rank to that of Captain, to date from September 1, 1963, :

Following gradustion from the Naval Academy in 1943, he had tralning
at the Naval Alr Operational Training Center, Jacksonville, Florida, un-
til September of that yesr, when he Joined the USS PHEIPS (DD-360) o
serve as Flectrical Officer and Assistant Gumnery Offleer. The PHELPS
was credited wilth asslsting in the wsinking of The Japanese submarine
RO-40 on Pebruary 15, 1944 during the @ilbert-Marshall Islands Campaign
and was damsged by enemy coastal gunfire on June 18 and again on June
20, 1ghl, in the Marianas Cempaign, She was the filrst United States
 ship to anchor in Japanese territorisl waters in Worlkd War IT. '

_ Detached from the PHELPS‘insOctober.lguis—after the cessation of
hostilities, he had ingtruction at the Gunnery Officers Ordnance School,
Naval Recelving Stetion, Weshington, D, C,, until February 19h6, and
the next month joined the USS BRISTOL (DD=857) to serve as Guumery Of-
Ficer wntil February 1947. He transferred in a similar capacity to the
USS DICKSON (DD-708) iIn which he served until June 1948, He next had
instruction in ordnance metallurgy at the‘Umjsﬂzmaval'Postgraduate
School, Amnapolis, Maryland@{andgﬂrom June 1950 to June 1951 continued
the course at Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, pennsylvania,
from which he received the degree of Masber of Science,

Tn July 1951 he joired the USS WORCESTER (CL-L44) for duty as Air
Defense Officer, later Gunnery Officer, watll February 1954 and “fhe next
month reported as Assistant Terminal Ballistics Officer at the Naval
Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia, where he remained watil June 1956.
e next served as Fxecutive Officer of the USS WILLIAM M. WOOD { DDR-T15 )
end in January 1958 assumed command of the USS STRONG -(DPD-758). Detadhed
from command of that destroyer ian January 1959, he had fnstruction at the
Armed Forces Staff (ollege, Norfolk, Virginiasg Nuclear Power Surface School,
New London, Comnecticut; and the Naval Reactors Pivision, Atomic Energy
Commission, Washington, D, ¢, Completing his *training in April 1960, he
was ordered Lo the Boston (Massachusetts) Naval sShipyard, where the USS
LONG BEACH (CG(N)9) was building, and became Executive Officer of that
vessel when she was commissioned; September 9, 1961. '
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‘ Tn Pebruary 1961 he reported as Executive Officer Afloat, %@eet
Computer Programming Center, Atlantic, with headguarters at Dam Neek,
Virginia Beach, Virginia and in July 1964 became Commanding Officer -
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of the USS BATNBRIDGE (DLGN=25), In August 1966 he was ordered de-
tached for duty on the Staff of Commander Operational Test and Evalua-
tion Foree, headquartered at the Neval Base, Norfolk, Virginia,

Captain Castle has the Ameriean Defense gervice Medalj; American
Campaign Medals Buropean=African=Middle Eastern Campaign Medals Asiaties
© papific Campaign Medal with silver star (Five engagements); World War
TT Vietory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medalsy National Defense Ser-
viece Medal; and the Viebtnam Service Medel, -

fe is an Associate Member of Sigma Xi Society.
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