CAPTATN GHORGE E. FISCHER
CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, U, 8. NAVY

George Eckerson Fischer was born in Beardstown, Illinoils, .on June
15, 1907, son of Otto Henry and Amme Louise (Bekewson) Fischer, He ate
tended Washington University, St. Louls; Missouri, from 1924k to 1928;
gradiusbing with the degree of Bachelor of Arehitecture, and recélved his
Master s degree in Architechbure from the Massseshusebts Institute of Tegh-
nology in 1929, While a sollege student; in summers he was employed as
a draftsman for la Beaume and Kline in §t, Louls (1926-19299, In 1929-
1930 he was associated with Beverly T, Nelson, of 8%, Louis, as Archis
tectural Designer, In Auvgust 1931 he Joined the firm of George I, Smithy
Appleton, Wisconsin, and, during his year there as an architeel, studied
Contraet Iaw al Lawrence College for one term,

While at Massgachusetts Institute of Technology, he won the James
Harrison Steedwan Traveling Fellowship, and traveled and studied in
Furope for a year in 1930-1931l. There he examined old and new edifiees
of architectural merit, all his nctes, sketches; photographs and an
original study of a Mohszmedan mosque becoming the property of Washing-
ton University, sponser of the fellowshlp. He travelled additionally
in France and England in the sumer in 1928; and in Mexico in 1937, a
selected group of photographs from the latbter country being exhibited
at the Pan Ameriean Union, Washington9 D, Gy, and 1ater abt numerous
colleges and wniversities,

From May 1933 %0 November' 193h he was an Archlbeet on the staff
of the 8%, Louis Plan Lommission under the diresction of Harlan Barthos
lomew, noted eity planning engineer, snd during that time (in the sume
mer of 1934) studied USA and Buropssn Housing under the late Henry Wright,
authority on large=scale housging development work and elty plamning,
He later jolned the staflf of the Housing Division of Publie Works
Administratlon, Washingbon, D, C,, as Assoeiate Arehitectural Englneer.
In April 1938 he beeame Projeet Advisor and State Planner (Pennsylvania)
in which capzeity he served for three years., As a special assignment
during that peried, he was responsibvle for liasion and advisory work
with the pittsburgh Housing Autherity (and the City of Pittsburgh} on
three major projeets; located din Pittsbhburgh.

Gommissioned Lieutenant (CE<VS) 4n the U, S, Naval Reserve on
December 23, 1940, he was ealled to aetive duty on Mareh 14, 19kl, He
was promoted to Lieutenant Commander on Detober 1, 1942, Commsnder on
January 1, 194k, and was transferived from the Waval Reserve to the
Civil Engineer COrps of the U, 8, Navy in 1946, He has subsequently
atisined the rank of Ceptain, his date of rank belng January 1, 1952,

Galled %o active dubty in March 1941, he reported in April to
Headquarters, Fourteenth Neval Disbriet, Pearl Harbor, T. H,, where
he was on duty when the Japanese abttacked the U, 8§, Fleet there on
Decewber T, 1941, Detached from the Fourteenth Naval Distriet in April l91|4’+9
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he next served in the District Fublie Works Office, Sen Francisco,
California, In January 1545 he was ordered o duty as Public Works
Officer, Camp Joseph H, Pendleton, Ocednside, California, and remained

there until August 1947.

Reporting to the Burean of Yards and Docks; Navy Depsriment, Washe
ington, D, C,, he was sent to Fairbanks, Alaska, for a tour of dubty as
Civil Engineer in Commzngd of Petroleum Reserve # by beglnning November
10L7, In Gobober 1549 he was ordered tho duby in the Fuvean of Yards znd
Docks, where he served in various cspacitles, ineluding Executive Asszisvant
Chief for Operations, until August 1652, During the latter part of this
period, he was selected for a year of study at bhe Natlomal War College,
Fort McNair, Washington, D, C,

After completing the course of Instruction at the National War
College, in June 1953, he next served as ASSl&t“ﬂ Chief uf Staff for
Basge Maintenance and Porce (ivil Engineer on the Jtaf? Ccmmandef Naval
Foreces, Marisnas., In Mzy 1955 he reported as Publie W'rks Officer =
the Naval Alr Staticn, Worth Island, San Diego, Califorais, and Publlg
Works Offlcer on the Staff of Commander Naval Air Bases, Eleventh Naval
Disteict, where he econtinued to serve until ordersd detached In Janusry
1958, He was next Deputy Dirvector of the Atlantic Division, Bureau of
Yards and Docks snd Deputy Area Public Works Of¥ilcer, New York, and in
July 1961 was designated Distriet Publie Works Offleer, Fourth Naval
Distriet, with headguarters In Philadelphis, Pemnsylvenda,

In April 1964 he beecsme Officer in Charge of Constructiony
Bureau of Yards and Docks Contracts, Southwest Asia, with headquarters
in Bangkok, Thaeiland, and in July 1966 was designated Depuby Dilrector;
Southwest Division, Bureau of Yards and Docks (later Naval Pacilities
Engineering Command), headguartered in Sen Diego, California,

Captain Fischer has the Amerlcan Defense Service Medal with starg
Asiatic=Pacific Campaign Medal with star; American Campaign Medalg Wordd
War IT Vicbory Medal; and the National Defense Servies Medal,

He is a member of the Ameriecan Soclety of Clvil Engineers, (orporate
Member of the Awmerican Institube of Architectsy Lisensed Arehiteet,
State of Missouril; Reglstered Arvchitect, State of New Jersey; and a
Menher of the Amsrlcan Sbeiety of Militery Engineers,.
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