CAPTAIN HENRY J. ARMSTRONG, U. S. NAVY

Henry Jacques Armstrong was born in Salt'Lake'City, Utah, on
June 14, 1903, son of the late Henry J. and Elizabeth (Green) Arm-

strong., He was graduated from East Side High School in Salt Lake City _

and attended the University of Utah for a year before entering the

U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on June 3, 1923, As a Mid-

ghipman he played Class and Company football, belonged to the Dramatic
and Musieal Clubs, and was a member of the Stage Gang. Graduated and

commissloned Ensign on June 3, 1927, he subsequently attained the rank
of Captain, to date from March 10, 1945, v :

: After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1927, he had sea duty
until 1929, serving successively as watch and junior division officer
in the USS MEDUSA, the USS COLORADO, and as Assistant Engineer Officer
of the USS HENSHAW. He had brief flight training at the Naval Alr Sta-
tion, North Island, Sen Diego, California, ip 1929 aad 1930 and for.5 :
VioAre thoroaftcr, agailn at eea, first as Engineer ana wagch urticer o:
the USS PRUITT, later as Ship's Secretary and Direction Operator in
the USS SARATOGA, ' :

Aty He was a student 1n General Line at the Postgraduate School,
Annapolis, Maryland, In 1935-1936, and the next year, after completing
the Hydrographic Course, reported as Executive Officer and Navigator
of the USS FAIRFAX of Speclal Service Squiidyon., At sea duping the
period 1938-1939, he served in the USS NOKOMIS, on survey duty, as
Officer in Charge, U. S. Navy Houseboat #1, Ocean and Lakes Officer;
and in the USS OKLAHOMA, a unit of Battleship Division 2, Battle Force,
Upon hils return to the United States, he was assigned duty as an in-
structor in the Naval Reserve 0fficers Training Corpe Unit of the
Universlty of Californin at Berkoloy, :

, After attendling Sound School at San Diego, California, he assumed
command, in July 1941, of the USS WATERS, and took that destroyer from
Honolulu to the Aleutian Islands late in 1941, He was 1ln command of |
the WATERS in the vicinlty of Dutch Harbor, Alaska, when the United
States entered World War II. During the period 19&271944, he command-
ed the US3 SPENCE (DD 512), participating in the Casablanca Convoy and
operationg in the Southwest Pacific as a part of Destroyer Squadron 23,
"Little Beavers" including the bombardment of Kavleng, the Battle of -
Empress Augusta Bay, and others. He ls entltled to the Ribbon for,
and anacsimile of, the Presidential Unit Citation to Destroyer Squad-
IO 2 33 i '

"For extraordinary herolsm in action against enemy Japanese for-
ces during the Solomon Islands Campaign, from November 1, 1943, to
February 23, 1944..,." The citation is concluded with: "The brilliant
and heroic record achieved by Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE is a -
distinet tribute to the vallant fighting spirit of the individual ‘unite
in this indomitable combat group and of each skillled and courageous
ships' company.".. : ;

He was personally awarded the Névy Cross, a Gold Star in lieu of
the Second Navy Cross, and Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," for ser-
‘vice during the period of his command. The :eitatlohs follow in part:
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P Navy Cross: "For extraordinary herolsm,..durlng a night engace-
y ment with six enemy Japanese warships off Bougainville, British Solo-
7’ mon lIslands, on November 24-25, 1943...(He) fought his ship with reso-
7 lute courage and daring aggresslveness, frequently risking his own
personal safety to press home vigorous, unrelenting attacks upon Japa-
nese surface forces...to contribute materially to the crushing defeat
imposed upon the enemy in the sinking of four ships and the serious :
damaging of two othera,.,." ' :

i Gold Star in lieu of the Seaond Navy Cross: "...on the night of
November 1-2, 1943, With his Task Force engaglng a Japanese surface
force of superior fire power, (he) hurled the full fighting strength.
of his ship against the enemy and...aided his Task Force in sinking
five hostile warships, in damaging four others and in completely rout-
ing the enemy, thereby contributing materially to the succesgsful estap-
. 1ishment of our beachhead on Bougainville Island,.." J

Bronze Star Medal, "V": "For heroic achievement as Commanding
Offlcer of the USS SPENCE, a unit of Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THRER,
In action against enemy Japanese forces Northwest of the Bismarck Arch-
ipelago, at Kavienﬁ New Ireland, and on the Duke of York Island, Feb-
ruary 17 to' 23,719 ﬁ...He directed the SPENCE in destroying two Japa-,
nese auxillary vessels, one large cargo #hip, a mine layer and four
barges, and in inflicting heavy damage on important shore installations
subsequently brinﬁing his destroyer through.these hazardous cengagements
wilthout damage... ; Ll

. Returning to the United SBtates, he was ordered to the USS ADAMS
(DM 27) building at the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Mailne, He assumed cdp-
mand of that minosweeper at her commissioning in October 1944, and
early in 1945 participated in action at Kerams Rhetto and Okinawa. The
ADAMS was struck twice and seriously damaged by suicide planes and re-
turned to San Francisco steering by engines, He was awarded the Silwver
Star Medal and a Gold Star in lieu of a Second Brohze Star Medal with:
Combat "V," with the Ffollowing citations: : @

Silver Star Medal: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Commanding Officer of the USS ADAMS in action against enemy Japanese
forces at Okinawa Gunto from March 23 to April 1, 1945...When hostile
gircraft launched repeated air attacks against hls ghip as well as _
against vessels being supported, he ably directed hig creyr in destroy-
ing several of the enemy planes and in repelling others, thereby pre-
venting much probably damage to these ships,.."

Gold Star in lieu of Second Bronze Star Medal,"V": "For heroic
achlevement.,.in the Pacific War Area from April 7 to May 7, 1945, :
Although seriously handicapped by the loss of his ship's rudder through
enemy action at Okinawa, Captain Armstrong 8killfully handled the ADAMS

T on her return trip to the West Coast of the United states, keeping his
ship on station in areas where attack by enemy submarines was lmminent
and affording protection to damaged heavy units in company..."
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~ He 1t also entitled to the Rj aceimile of the
Navy Unit Commendation awarded tgébggg i\glfmgn%og "outstanding hero-
ism In action while serving as Flagehip of Minc Divielon EIGHT dur-
ing operations. for the selzurc of echcmy Japancse~held 0OlKinava,
Ryukyu Islands, from March 24 to April 1, 1945..."

He was detached from the ADAMS ¢ ; - command of Mine Divi-
glon EIGHT, and latcr wae Task Unit ggl?lmgrjigi? gf a "Gulnea Pig
Group" for ocesn swoope in the China Soa dnd to toeb channele DETob
entrance of our forcce into Japan channols, A Logion of Merit, with
Combat "V," wae awarded him "For cxceptionally meriborious conduc ¢
v+ .8 Commonder of a Division of Flect Mine Sweopore, and lator &2
Commander of a Task Group cngagod in 'Guinea Pig! operations from
May 7, 1945 to Decombor 23, 1947, During that poriod he dlsplaycd
outstanding courage and leadorship in tho sweeping and buoying of
. enemy mine fields in the East China Sea and Jai}anese waterg...
United States,
val Operations,
d, to Commandecr

Hls next assignment, aftor his return to the
wag a tour of duty in the Office of the Chief of Na
Navy Department, Washington, D, C, Hc then reporto ;
Oruisers-Dogtroyers, Pacific, for four months! duty, after gl
from February 1951 to Fobruary 1952 he scrved as commander Destroyer
Squadron 15, During this period ho scrved as Screen Commander Of
fast carrier operations off Korea during three dlfforenco o e
and guccessively as "Mayor of Wonson' and 'Governox Of Wonson,
conducting extensive shore bombardments and patrol activities,

Ag a rosult of thesc operations, he was awarded & Gold Star in
1iou of the second Loglon of Merit wi et Vel | Tho eltablon
Ll E',II-_OH of Merit with Combat Ve

"For oxceptionally meritorious conduct...ns Commanding Officor
of Destroyer Squadron FIFTEEN during opecrations ageinst cnomy &&=
gressor forece in Korea from May 9 to December 7s 1951...Captain
Armetrong was highly succegeful in directing the opcrations of the
Degtroyor Squadron during thie poriod and maintained & high E-tan@ard
of combat efficlency within the group throughout ropeated integdlc-
tion and bombardment strikes along the coast of Koxred Exerclsing
a thorough understanding of the naval migsion 1in the :
he.greatly aided in formulating plans for combat activities, maln-
tained close liaison with other units and higher cchelons and
rendered invaluable service in matters concerning naval operatlons,
By hiles outetanding profesgional skill, sound, judgment and zealous
devotion to duty, (he) contributed materially to the SUCCCEE of
vital operations against the enomy..,."

L4

In March 1952 he joined the staff of andoz Caribbean Sea
Frontier to serve as Dircctor of"In‘tea-l].ggeggl-c]:lfj " on October 26, 19537

he was ordered to duty as Commandi F o he USS WORCESTER
J nding 0fficer of Thi& SLigdi e v a

on orders of April 7, 1955), to duty as Chief of

(L 144), and continucd in comn gor
g s mmand of that crulse ataff to the Com-
mandant, Ninth Naval District, Groot Lakes, Illinold=S- ;

Korean conflich,
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: In adddtion to tho Navy Cross with Gold Star, the Silver Star
Medal, Leglon of Merit with Gold Star and Combat "V," Bronze Star
Medal with Gold Star and Combat "V," and the Ribbon for the Presi-
dentlal Unilt Citatlon to Destroyer Squadron 23, and the Navy Unit
Commendatlon avarded the USS ADAMS, Captain Armstrong has the Ameri-
can Decfense Service Medal with bronze star; American Campaign
Médal; Aslatic-Pacific Campailgn Medal with onc gilver and four
bronze gtars; Buropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; World
War TI Vietory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp;
the National Defense Sgrvice Medal; China Service Medal; Korsan
Presidential Citatlon; Korean Service Medal; and the Unlted Nations
‘Service Mcdal with two bronze gtars,

NAVY Biographies Section, 0I-450
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