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REAR ADMIRAL HENRY E, ECCLES
U. S, NAVY, RETIRED

Henry Effingham Eccles was born in Bayside, New York, on De -
cember 31, 1898, son of the Reverend George Warrington Eccles and
Mre, Lydia Lee zLawrence) Eccles., He graduated from Trinity School
in 1917, and attended Columbia University, both in New York City,
prior to his appointment, during the World War I period, to the
U. 8, Naval :icademy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his native state in
1918. ALe a Midshipman he was Manager of the footbhall and lacrosse
teams, and was a member of the staff of the "Lucky Bag.' Graduated
and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 1922, he subsequently progressed
in rank, attaining that of Captain, to date from Aprll, 1, 1943, On
June 30, 1952, he was transferred to the Retired List of the U. 5.
Navy, and was advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of
combat awarde.

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1922, he joined the
USS MARYLAND, and in March 1924, transferred to the USS NEW YORK.
Detached from the latter in December 1924, he. was ordered to the
USS CHEWINK, training ship at the Submarine Base, New London, Con~- .
necticut, for submarine instruction. Completing his training in
June 1925, he reported the next month aboard the UsSs '8-28. For a
year, June 1927-June 1928, he continued duty afloat in the subma="-:
rine S5-25,

Returning to Annapolis, Maryland, he had instruction in dlesel
engineering at the Postgraduate School, and from June 1929 to Sep-
tember 1930 had further instruction at various places including
Columbia University, New Yorkl from which he recelved the degree of
Master of Science (mechanical engineering) in 1930. On October 13,
1930, he assumed command of the U383 0-1. Upon the decommisgioning
of the US3 0-1 in June 1931, he joined the US3 R-13 as ZExecutive
Officer. He became Commanding Officer of that Submarine on June
15, 1932, and continued to serve in that capacity until June of the

following vear.

le was assigned until June 1935 as Engineer and Repair Officer
at the Submarine Basge, New London, Connecticut, after which he
sepved in the USS SALT IAKE CITY. Detached from that cruiser in
June 1938, he had duty for the next two years in the Design and
Construction Division, Bureau of Engineering, Navy Department, Wash-
ington, D, C., where he remained until June 1940. Four months
later he reported as Commanding Officer of the USsS JOHN D, EDWARDS
(DD 216) and was serving as such when the United States entered
World Var IL, December 8, 1941. For his outstalndng service in
command of the JOHN D, EDWARDS during the early period of the war,
he was awvarded the Navy Cross and the Silver Star Medal. The cita-

tions follow in part:
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Navy Cross: "For especially meritorious conduct in action
with the enemy...during a night engagement on February 19-20, 1942,
with a greatly superior Japanese Naval force in the Badoeng Strait.
Although under heavy fire from the enemy, Commander Eccles presced
home the attack which resulted in severe damage to the enemy, while
receiving no damage to his own ship and only one casualty to his
personnel,

Silver Star Medal: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
...during the Battle of the Java Sea, February 27, 1942, and in
6ffensive daylight action against the Japanese Battle Line of heavy
and light cruisers...(He) fought his ship boldly throughout this
hazardous engagement, going. in unsupported, asg a unit of Destroyer
Division Fifty-Bight, to deliver a successful torpedo attack in two
stages against the Japanese cruisers, forcing them .to break off the
attacl: %nd enabling the Allied ships to regain their battle forma-
tlon..s

Detached from command of the JOHN D, EDWARDS in March 1942, he
was aggigned in May of that year to the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department. Between June and December 1943 he at-
tended the command course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Island, after which he served on the staff of Commander Service
Force, U. 3. Pacific Fleet. "For exceptionally meritorious conduct
...while a member of the staff of Commander Service Force, U: 8s
Pacific Fleet, as Officer in Charge of the Advanced Base Section,
from December 194% to December 1945..." he was awarded the Legion
of Merit. The citation continues in part:

"Commencing with no precedent to guide him and no experienced
staff to assist him, Captain Eccles skillfully developed and direct-
ed the establishment, administration and logistic support for the
construction and maintenance of all advanced base units in the
Central Pacific Ocean LAvea, During this period of tremendous ex-
pansion and resultant taxation of personnel and material, he dis-
played an outstanding degree of resourcefulness, ingenuity, sound
judgment and planning and a clear and realistic concept of the tasgl:
to be accomplished coupled with the possession of the necessalry pro-
fegssional slkill and experience with which to accomplish it. His
untiring efforte and unswerving devotion to duty contributed sub-
stantially to the successful prosecutlion of the war agalnst the
enemy in the Pacific..."

Returning to the United States in December 1945, following the’
capitulation of the Japanese the previous August, he became a member
of the Joint Operations Review Board which was convened at the Army
Navy Staff College for the purpose of analyzing the joint Army Navy
Operations of the War.

When that institution, the highest level of education of the
Armed Forces and State Department, was redesignated the National
War Colleme in April 1946, he continued on that duty until April
1947 when he left to command the 735 WASHINGTON. ©Shortly thereafter
the WiSHINGTON was orderdd mothballed and in September 1947 he
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reported to the staff of the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Tg-
land. There he organized, and for three and a half years conducted
the Navy's first course in Logistics.

, While at the Naval War College he wrote 'Operational Naval
Logistics" a pioneering examination of the fundamentals of this
vital area of warfare. During this period he lectured on Logistics
at the National War College, The Industrial College, the Command
and General Staff College, and at the Air University.

In February 1951 he became Acting Chief of 3taff at the Naval
War College and =o served until April 1951 when he was detached to
vreport to London, England. There he became Asgistant Chief of Staff
for Logistice to the Commander in Chief, U. 3. Naval Forces North- i
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranecan. When Admiral Carney became |
Commander in Chief Allied Forces Southern Burope, Captain Eccles
served in a dual capacity by also becoming Assistant Chief of Staff
for logistice for this new NATO Command in Naples, Iltaly. In Sep-
tember 1951 he was detached from hiz national duties and thereafter |
served - only in his intermational duty, forming and directing a ' -
staff division containing officers from U. 5., and from French,
Ttalian, Turkish and Greek Armies, Navies and Air Forces. \

: He was sgerving in that capacity when relieved of all active
duty pending hisg retirement effective June 30, 1952.

In addition to the Navy Cross, the Silver Star Medal, and the |
Legion of Merit, Rear Admiral BEczcles has the Victory Medal (World ‘
War I); the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asiatic- J
Pacific Campaign Medal; the Amevican Campaign Medal; the World War
IT Victory Medal; the National Defense S€rvice Medal; and the Philip- ‘
pine Defense Ribbon. He also has the Bronzen Kruis from the Govern-
ment of The Netherlands.
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