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REAR ADMIRAL EDWARD E, COLESTOCK, U, S. NAVY, RETTRED

Edward Emerson (olestock was born in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, on

- February 25, 1907, son of Br. and Mrs. H. T. Colestock. He entered

the U, 8, Naval Academy, Amnapolis, Maryland, from his native state in
1926, and was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 5, 1930. By
subsequent "advancement, he attained the rank of Captain, to date from
July 1, 1949, ¥is selectzon for the rank of Rear Admiral was approved
by the Pre51dent on.JUly 18, 1958 his date of rank August 1, that year.

After graduatlon from the'Navai Academy in June 1930, he had a
month's instruction at the Naval Air S%ation, San Diego, California,
and in August joined the battleship OKTLAHGMA,  He was detached in April

21931 for further aviation training at the Naval Air- Station, Pensacola,
Florida, and remained there, alter his designation as Naval Aviator,
from August 1931 until October 1932, -He then Jjoined Fighting Squadron
6B based on the USS SARAT@GA operating with the Battle Foree.

In July 1935 tie was transferred to ‘Patrol Squadron 4F at pearl
Harbor, T. H., and from May 1938 until June 1941 served on bosrd the
carrier [EXINGTON, Ordered next to the Naval Air Station, Kaneohe Bay,

T. H., he was on duty there when the Japanese attacked the Fleet at

. Pearl Harbor on December 7, 19kl, He remained in that assignment until
- January l9h3, then had duty in comnection with fitting out the USS PYRUS
at the Seattle-Tacoma sShipbuilding Corporation's plant at Tacoma, Wagh-
ington, - He. joined the PYBUS at her comnissiconing in May'19h3, and as
her Alr Officer during the next four months agsisted in preparing her
for her transfer to the British under lend-lease agreement,

He assisted in fitting out the USS WAKE ISLAND at the Kaiser

» Company, Inc., of Vancouver, Washington, and in October 1943 returned
to sea as Executlve Officer of the old USS MIDWAY, iater renamed the
USS ST, LO. In July 1944 he reported for prescommissioning duty with

" the ‘USS BENNINGTQN, and served on bosrd from her commissioning in Sep—
“tenber of that year until February 19h6 first as Alr Offdcer, and from
~May l9h5 as Executlve Gfficer. For "meritorious achievement as Aip
‘Officer of the USS BENNINGTON in action agalnst enemy Japanese forces
‘from February 10, 1945, until May 15, 1945, ,." he was awarded the
Bronze Star MEddl with Gombat Mg, '

In Merch 1946 he reported to the Navy Department, Washingiton,
B, C., to serve until July 1947 in +the Office of the Assistant

- Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics), in charge of the Carrier Desk
of the Ship's Characteristics Board. While in that assignment he
assisted in establishing the characteristics for our new and moderne
‘1sed carriers, ewbodying principles that had been developed as a
result of experience gained during World War IT.
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He then had two years? service as Chief of the Offensive Air
Branch in the Air Tntelligence Division, Office of the Naval Intelli-
“gence, leaving the Navy Department in 19M9 for instruction at the Ailr
~War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. In June 1950 he was
ordered to report as Commanding Officer of Air Transport Squadron 5,
at Moffett Field, California, for operaﬁlons with the Fleet Logistic

Adr Wing.

On QOctober 1, 1952, he assumed command of the USS PINE ISLAND,
and in August 1953 was detached for instruction at the National war
‘College, Washington, D. C. Completing the course, he reported in July
1954 as chief of the U, S, Navy Section, U, S, Military Mission to Bra-
zil, with Headquarters at Rio de Janeiro. He became Commaending Officer
of the attack sircraft carrier YORKTOWN on September 1k, 1956, assuming -
command of the "Fighting Iady" at Alameda, California, her “tenth Come-

manding Officer,

In Oetocber 1957, upon detachment from command of the YORKTOWN,
He was assigned duty as Chief of Steff and Aide to Commander Car-
‘rier Division ONE, In September 1958 he reported as Prospective Com-
- mander of Carrier Division NINETEEN, and on October 30; that year,
hecame Commander Carvisr Division SEVENTEEN; Be was Chief of gtaff
and Aide to the President of the Naval War College, Newport; Rhode
- Island, from November 1959 until September 1961 when he was desig-
nacted Special Assigtant to the President of the Naval War College,
with additional duty until October 1962 as Director of the Instltute

of Naval Studlesn

He reported in January 1963 as Chief of the U, S, Naval Mission
to Brazil, with headquarters at Rio de Janeiro, and was assigned ad-
ditional duty as Chief of the Navy Section, Military Assistance )
Advisory Group, Brazil. . "For exceptionally meritorious conduct...
from Jamuary 4, 1963 to Aprll 20, 1965 ag Chief, U, S, Naval Mission
to Brazil; Ghlel, Wavy Sectlon, Mllltary Asgistance Advisory Group
Brazil; and Senior U, 8. Naval Representative to the Joint Brezil-
‘United gtates Milltary Commission...' he was awarded the Leglon of
Merit., The citation follows in part:

"Tn these positions, Rear Admiral Colestock was most ihstrumental
in furthering the inbterests of the mutual security of the Uhited States
and Brazil, providing timely and effective guidance on all phases of the
Military Assistence Program and rendering valusble service to the Brazilian .
Navy through mutual discussion and exchange of -1ldeas, Through his out- '
" standing professional aend techoical competence, sound judgment, and
diplomacy, he has contributed greatly toward advancing the capability of
the Brazilian Navy in defense intereuts common o both Brazil and. the

United States...”
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In May 1965 he was assigned to the @ffice of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, where he remained until relieved of active
duty pending his retirement, effective July 1, 1965,

In addition to the Iegion of Merit and the Bronze Star Medsl with
Combat ™v," Rear Admiral Colestock has the American Defense Serviee Medal, -
Fleet Clasp; the American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Cempaign Medal
with one silver star (five operationg); the World War IT Vietory Medal;
Navy Occupstilon Service Medal, Asia Clasp; China Service Medal {extended);
and the National Defense Service Medal,

Navy Office of Information
Internal Relations Division {0I-430)
29 Januvary 1968






