REAR ADMIRAL JAMES H. IT

/
UNTTED STATES NAVY, RETTRED

James Hills Barnard, II, was born in Webster, New York, on
February 21, 1914, son of James R. and Kathleen (Hawley) Barnard.
He attended Webster High School before his appointment to the
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from New York in
1932, As a Midshipman he participated in interclass football,
tennis, and lacrosse. Graduated and commiseioned Ensign on June
4, 1936, he subsequently progressed in grade, attaining the rank of
Captain, to date from February 1, 1955, '

After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1936, he
served for four years in the gunnery department of the USS TRENTON,
a unlt of the Pacific Pleet, and later of Squadron 40-T in Europe.
The TRENTON was in French waters when Germany invaded Poland. Upon
hig return to the United States, he reported to the Submarine School,
New London, Connecticut, for submarine instruction. He completed
the course and joined the USS TAUTOG, and wae gerving aboard that
submarine at Pearl Harbor, T. H., when the Japanesge attacked the
Fleet there on December 7, 1941,

The TAUTOG departed for her First War Patrol on December 26,
participated in the Marshall Telands Raid, and, after being trans-
ferred to the Southwest Pacific in May 1942, operated out of Perth,
Australia. He made five war patrols in that submarine, snd "For
gallantry and intrepidity in action as Officer of the Deck on board
the USS TAUTOG during a war patrol in enemy Japanese waters on
April 26, 1942,,.." he was awarded the Silver Star Medal. The cit-
ation further states: "Avoiding the fire of an enemy submarine
through skillful and speedy maneuvering, Lieutenant Barnard, within
2 8space of seconds, assumed the offensive, launching his attack
with such force and accuracy that the enemy craft wag probably
destroyed,..."

The TAUTOG received the Navy Unit Commendation "For outstanding
heroism in action against Japanese combatant and merchant shipping
during the Second, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, and Eleventh War
Patrols in enemy-controlled woters of the Pacific...."” which is
concluded with,"Although repeatedly depth-charged and pursued for
long periods, the TAUTOG has achieved an illustrious combat record
attesting the valor and superb geamanship of her ship's company
and reflecting the highest credit upon the U. S. Naval Service.'

Returning to the ‘United States in April 1943, he served from
July of that year to December 1944 ag an Instructor in Torpedoes
and Flwe Control at the Submarine School, New London, He received
2 Lettier of Commendation, with Ribbon, from the Commander in Chief,
dtlant.ic Fleet, for''meritorious conduct (in that assignment) Ffrom
July 1943 until September 1944, and as Head of the Torpedo Depart-
nment of the Submarine School from October 1944 to December 10LL, .,
The citation states that "His constructive supervision o»f the
ommand Class students contributed materially to their subsequent
ombact successes in the Pacific......"
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Tn January 1945 he reported to Commander Submarines, Pacific
Fleet, and made one war patrol in the USS TENCH before his return
to the United States in July of that year. Fe next had a tour of
duty ag Head of the Underwater Ordnance, Fire Control Section,
Research and Development Division in the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy
Department and in June 1949 was ordered detached to serve on the
staff of Commander Submarine Squadron ONE as Gunnery Officer and
PCO TInstructor. In March 1951 he was transferred to the staff of
Commander Submarines, Pacific Fleet and had similar duty for five

months, /
/
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In Auguet 1951 he assumed commend of the USS RADFORD, which
gpent seven months in the Korean combat area and in September 1952
participated in the atomic development tests at Eniwetok. He was
avarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," and also received
a commendatory letter from Commander Task Force ONE HUNDRED AND
THIRTY-TWO, for duty while in command »f that escort destroyer,
The citation for the Bronze Star Medal follows in part:

"For meritorious service...during operations againgt enemy
aggresgor forces in Korea from December 4, 1951 to April 2, 1952
....He applied the =striking power of his ship against the enemy
with maximum effectiveness while participating with the Screen
Group of Task Forece 77 and the Carrier Element of Task Group 95.1,
conducting air and surface operations, bombardment missions and
night patrol and harrassing missiong, thereby inflicting widespread
damage on the enemy. While participating with the Hunter Killer
Group in the Formosan 3treits, he developed and evaluated several
novel and highly successful anti-submarine tactics and counter-
measures...,"

Detached from command of the RADFORD in October 1953 he next
served ag Industrial and Torpedo Officer at the Naval Torped>
Station, Keyport, Washington and in Auguet 1955 became Availabil-
ities Coordinator in the Pleet Development and Maintenance Divi-

gion, Office of the Chief of Naval Operationsg, Navy Department.

In March 1957 he was ordered to the Eleventh Naval District, with
headquarters in San Diego, California, for temporary duty awaiting
retiremeat, and on June 1, that year was transferred to the Retired
Ligt of the U, S. Navy. He was advanced to the rank of Rear Admira
on the basis of combat awarde.

In addition to the Silver Star Medal, the Bronze Star Medal
with Combat "V," the Commendation Ribbon also with "V," and the
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Barnard hss the
American Defense Service Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the
Agiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the World War IT Victory Medal;
the National Defense Service Medal; the Korean Service Medal:; and |
the United Nations Service Medal. He algo has the Korean Presi-

dential Unit Citation Badge.
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