; ) CAPTATN WARNER R, EDBALL
' U. S, NAVY, DECEASED

Warner Ryerson Edsall was born in Hamburg, New Jersey, on May 7, -
1904, son of Robert L. and Katharine (Lawrence) Edsall. He attended
South Philadelphia High School and the University of Penngylvania one
year prior to his appointment to the U. 8., Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, in 1923, As a Midshipman he particlpated in Tennis and was
a menber of the Musical Club. Graduated and commiszsioned Ensign on
June 2, 1927, he subsequently attained the rank of Captain, his date
of rank, March 20, 1945, . :

After graduation from the Naval Academy, he spont three years in .
battleghips of the Scouting Fleet, USS ARKANSAS and U35 WYOMING, with
duty in gunnery and communications. He attended the Submarine School,
New London, Connecticut, in 1930 and therealfter until 1934 served in
the USS S5-28, operating as a unit of Submarine Force, Pearl Harbow,
Territory of Hawaii. He was a student of the Naval Postgraduate ~
School in 1934-1936, and continued the course in Naval Engineering
(Degign), the next year at the Universlty of Califorpia, at Berkeley,
recelving the degree of Master of Scilence in June 1937,

He again had submarine duty from 1937 to 1941, serving first as
Divis ion Engineer Officer of Submarine Division BIGHT (attached to
(khe USS S-28, and USS S-24), in the USS PAMPANO, and as Commanding
Officer of the USS S-34%, 1In the summer of 1941 he reported to the
Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Electric Boat Company, New London, Connec-
ticut, and in Fehruary 1942 was detached for. duty at Headquarters,
Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet, Washington, D, C., where he served
until September 19&3 ag Assistant Operations Officer. '

. He recelved two Letters of Gommendationf with Ribbon, the first
from the Commander in Chief, U. 5. Fleet: "for outstanding perfor-
mance of duty as Assigtant to the Fleet Operations Officer in Head-
quarters of the Commgnder in Chief, U, 5. Fleet, from February 27,
1942 to September 1, 1943,.."; the second from the War Department:
"Por meritorious service while attached to the Office of the Commander

in ghief, U.. 8. Fleet, from February 28, 1942 to September 50, 1943

P : ) )

F For two months he was a student at the Fleet Sound School, Key
/West, Florida, and the Naval Training Station, Norfolk, Virginia, and
 peporting to the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, he had
pre-commissioning duty with the USS MELVIN. He comnonded the MELVIN
from her commissioning, November 24, 1943, to October 1944, and for
Joutstanding service ag Commanding Officer of that destroyer was a-

; warded the Leglon of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, and a Gold 3tar in
lieu of another Bronze Star Medal. The citations follow in part:

l : | .
!ﬁ LEGION OF MERIT: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as
Gommanding Officer of the USS MELVIN during action against enemy Japa-
/hese forces in the Pacific Ocean Area, on June 13, 1944, Acting
/ promptly when his ship obtained radar contact on an enemy submarine
7 “and was ordered to proceed independently to invegtigate and destroy
the hostile craft, (he) closed range to the contact duplng darkness
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(and) scored several probable hits before the submarine submerged.
Despite the appearance of a wide. diesel oil slick and a large white
bubble at the diving point, he conducted a series of depth-charge at-
tacks until sonar contact could.no longer be obtained,..' C

 BRONZE STAR MEDAL: "For meritorious achlevement as Commanding
Officer of a United States Destroyer, in action against enemy Japa-
nese forces in Central Pacific Waters from June 13 to August 7, 19u4,
Contacting a large enemy merchant vessel, (he) daringly and relent-
lessly closed in to prevent the ship's escape and, in apite of intense
return fire, scored numerous hits until the enemy's destruction was

agsured, ..

GOLD STAR in lieu of Fifth Bronze Star Medal: . "For heroic achieve-
ment as Commanding Officer of the USS MELVIN, in action agalnst enemy
Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area on June 16, 1944, When his
ship obtained a night radar contact on a suspected enery submarine,
(he? immedlately proceeded to clogse the hostile vessel and, after
executing ‘one attack which exhausted his supply of depth charges,
asglsted another destroyer in moking a series of attacks,...(contribut-
ing) materially to the probable destruction of the enemy craft as
evidenced by a heavy undervater explosion one minute after the last
depth charge patteﬁn.g.floating debris, bubbling diesel oil and a

large oil slick,...,

. For five months he commanded Destroyer Diviegion 110, in the Pa-
cific, and for meritorious sérvice in that command was awarded Gold
Stoare in lieu of two additional Bronze Star Medals. The citatione

follow in part:

GOLD STAR in lieu of Second Bronze Star Medal: "For conspicuous
achievement as Commander Destroyer Division ONE HUNDRED TEN in action
againgt enemy forces in the Japanese Homeland on February 15 and 17,
1945, With his division operaling as an integral unit of a destroyer
scouting and patrol line which was at times within 35 miles of the
Japanese mainland, (he) expertly directed the ships under his command
in destroying enemy aircrsft, ldentifying and homing our returning
flights, resculng personnal from damoged ailrveraft and providilng early
wvarnings of the approach of enemy forces.,.' ¥

GOLD STAR in lieu of Third Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious
achievement as Commender Destroyer Division 110, aboard the USS TAWS,
during operations..,in the vicinity of ILuzon, Formosa, the Ryukyus,
French Indo China, the Japanese Empire and the Bonins, and Volcanoes,
from November 22, 1944 to March 5, 1945.,.(He) organized his ships
to protect important heavy unite of our Fleet from onemy submarine,
aireraft and surface attacks,..."

Remaining in the Pacific, he served from March 1945 until NOvember
of that year as Chief of Staff to- Commander Cruiser Division 13, He
wag awarded a Gold Star in lleu of the Fourth Bronze Star Medal for
meritorious aghievement as Operations Officer on the staff of Command-
er Task Force 54 during the period March 25 to May 5, 1945, The
cltatlon states: ‘ ' ' 2
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"For meritorious service as Operations Officer on the staff of
Commander Task Force FIFTY FOUR during operations.against enemy Japa-
nese forces in the viecinity of Okinawa. from March 25 to May 5, 1945,
By his professional skill and tireless energy, Captaln Edsall rendered
invaluable assilstance to the Task Force commander in organlzing, .
directing and maneuvering hig group in numerous combat missions while
acting as gunfire and covering force during the agsault and capbure
of Oklnawa,,,"’ : .

Returning to the Navy Department in January 1946, he served until
April 1947 in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (OP-34 -
Tactical Publications)., He was then designated Commander Destroyer
Squadron 8, Atlantic Fleet, in which capacity he served until July
1948, For the next two years he served as Assistant Chief of Staff
for Operations, on the Staff of Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet.

8 gtudent at the National War College, Waghington, D. C,, from
August 1950 until June 1951, he served for a year thereafter ag a
menmber of the Joint Staff, Joint Chiefs of Staff. In September 1952
ho assumed commend of the USS MISSOURI, and was on the bridge of that
battleship, on combat duty in the Far East, at the time of his death’
due to a heart attack, on March 26, 1953, ' :

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," the Bronze
Star Medal with four Gold Stars and Combat "V," authorization for -
each award, and the Commendation Ribbon (Navy), and Commendation Rib -
Ribbon (Army), Captain Edsall had the American Defense Service Medal;
the American Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the
World War II Vietory Medal; the Philippilne Iiberatlon Ribbon: the )
Korean Service Medal; and the Unlted Nations Service Medal. He also.
was entlitled to the Expert Rifleman's Medal.

NAVY Biographies Section, 0I-023
26 March 1953 : '






