REAR ADMIRAL JOHN FORD
U, S, FAVAL RESBRVE, RETIRED

John Ford was born at Cape Elizabeth, Maine, on February 1, 1895,
He was graduated from the public s=chools of Pprtland, Maine, in 1914,
attended the University of Malne, Orono, Maine, from which he received
an honorary degree of Doctor of Fine Arte in 1939, and directed motion
pictures from 1920 for the following Hollywood oStudies, Hollywood,
California: Univergal, Fox, United Artists, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Radio
Keiths~Orpheun (RKO), and Twentieth Century-Fox. He entered the United
States Naval Reserve on October 3, 1934, in the rank of Lieutenant Com-
mandér, and on September 11, 1941 yeported for active duty. He was
promoted to Commander October 7, 1941, and to Captain on August 17,
1945, to rank from June 10, 1943. He was placed on the Honorary Re-
tired Llst in the rank of Rear Admiral on May 1, 1951,

In 1940, while on inactive duty in the Naval Reserve, he received’
a Letter of Commendation from the Commandant, Eleventh Naval District,
for his "initilative in securing valuable information on Cglifornia."
In September 1941, after completing the direction of the motion picture
"How Green Was My Valley," and twenty-five years in the motlon plcture
industry, he reported for active duty in the 0ffice of the Chief of
Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D, C,  He had additiona]
duty in the Office of Coordinator of Information, Photographic Presen-'
tation Branch, and while serving in that assignment made a higtorical |
and plctorial record in motion~picture photography of the Pearl Harbor

_attack.'

From December 1941 until May 1943 he had temporary duties, in
additionh to his assignment in the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tionsg, in the Canal Zone, Caribbean, South Atlantic Apreas (Decomber
'1941); the Hawalian Ares (January 1942 and May 1942); European Theatre
‘(August 1942); and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (April 1943). In Juns 1942
he wag in Midway during the battle for that island, observing and ob-
taining a photographic record from atop the Midway Island powerhouse,
an obvious and clear target. He survived continuous attaclk and even
~though wounded was able to render a verbal report of the battle action,
. such information greatly alding the Commanding Officer in the disposi-
- ‘tion of the defending American forces, In addition to photographing
"The Battle of Midway," later released by the War Activities Committee,
“he gcored 1t and added dialogue.

_ He received a Letter of Commendation from the Commandant, Four-
teenth Naval District "For dietinguished service in the line of his

_profession vhen on June 4, 1942, the Naval Air Station, Midway Island,
wag severely bombed and strafpq@ by Japanese aircraft. Despite his )
expoged position he remained at his station and reported to the Navy
Command Center an accurate account of the attack, thereby aiding the

Commanding Officer in determining his employment of the defending

- “forcee, His courage and devotion to duty were in keeping with the

- highest traditions of the Waval service."
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He also was awarded the Purple Heart Medal for wounds received
off Midway Island on June 4, 1942

On June 8, 1943 he reported for duty in the Office of Strategic
Services, weshlngton, D, C., as Officer in Charge, Field Photographilc
Division, with additional duty as Director of Motion Pictures, The
following August he had tewporary additional duty as Technical Observer
in the Burma-Indla~China Area. In April 1944 he served as Technical
Observer with the Branch Office, Office of Strategic Services, London,
England, in connectlon with the’ accomplishment of various reconnais-
gsance flights in combat areas in preparation of gtrategic motlon pic-

ture gequences from air.,

In the Invasion of Normandy, June 1944, he organized the seaborne:
Allied photographic effort in the Invasion and was the Commanding Of- |
ficer of the Unlted States Navy and Coaat Guard, and the Polish,
French, and Dutch Camera Crews. In NOvember 19&4, after his: return
to the Unlted States, he was temporarily released from active duty to .
return to Hollywood to work with Metro -Goldwyn-Mayer on production
and direction of the motion picture "They Were Expendable," which
portrayed P-T Boat activity in the United States Navy.

In July 1945 he returned to active status in the U. S, Naval Re-
serve, and served again with the Office of Strategic Services, Wash-
ington, D, .C.; until October 1945, when he was agaln releascd to in-
active duty. For four years of outstanding services rendered the
Government . of the United States, he was awarded the Legion of Merit

with citation ag follows: )

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of out-
gtanding services to the Government of the United States ag Chief of
the Field Photographic Branch, O0ffice of Strategic SerV1ceu, from Sepw
tenmber 1941 to September 1945 Voluntarily recruiting and organizing
approximately three hundred technicians as a Naval photographic group,
Captain Ford greatly aided in establishing the photographic branch of
the O0ffice of Strategic¢ Services and, exercising close and.careful
supervislon of numerous branch projects, developed valuable new equip-
ment which is now in use by the United States Aymy Signal Corps. BEner-
getic and resourceful, he worked tirelessly toward the preparation and

irection of secret motion-picture and still photographic reports and
/8bly directed the initiation and execution of a program of gecret in-
/ telligence photography. Participating in the Battle of Midway, the
Tokyo Raid, NOrth African Invasion and Invagion of the Nermondy Coast,
Captain Ford controlled all seagoing phobography of United Nations
operationg in these major battles, rendering this vital service under
extremely difficult and dangerous combat conditions. Assigned the ,
migsion of observing and obtaining a photographic record of the im-
pending enemy naval attack at Midway, Captain Ford courageously took
gtation on top of the Midway Island power plant, where he remained a
clear target as the enemy waged a gavage, unexpected and continuous
air attack and, although wounded early in the action, succeeded in
delivering by telephone a runnlng, verbal report of the battle, there-
by aiding the Commanding Officer in the digposition and use of the de-
fending American forces throughout the action, By his hrilliant ser-
vice in a highly specialized fileld, Captain Pord contributed material-
- 1ly to the guccessful prosectuion of the war."”
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In addition to the Legion of Merlt and the Pyrple Heart, Rear
Admiral Ford has the American Defense Segrvice Medal; the Asiatic-
Pacific Campalgn Medal; the American Campalgn Medal; the European-
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; the World War II Victory Medal;
and the Naval Reserve Medal {for ten years! gerviee),

In ¢ivil 1ife, Rear Admiral Ford has directed, produced, or
written more than eighty motion pictures, winning the Photoplay Maga-
zine Gold Medal in 1928;: the Critics Award in 19%5 (for directing
"The Informer"), in 1939 (for "Stagecoach"), and in 1940 {for "The
Long Voyage Home" and "Grapes of Wrath"); the Foreign Press Club Award
and the Begian Prix du Roi in 1935; and the Academy Mption Picture
Arts and Sciences Directiorial Award in 1935 and 1940. He is a Member
of the Motion Picture Directors Association and the Screen Directors
Guild, and holds various awards from foreign countries. '
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