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VICE ADMIRAL EDWIN DORSEY FOSTER,
SUPPLY CORPS, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Edwin Dorsey Foster was born in Cape May Court House, New Jersey,
on February 17, 1896, He attended Princeton University, (lass of 1918,
and while there was a member of the Varsity baseball team., He wag
commigsioned Assigtant Paymaster in the Navy, with the rank of Engign
on June 29, 19817, and subsequently advanced through all the grades
until hils promotion to Rear Admiral to rank from June 16, 1943, On
October 4, 1849 he was appointed Vice Admiral, and transferred to
the Retired List of the Navy in that rank on Janvary 1, 1951,

In November, 1917 he was ordered to duty in Europe, and was ag-
signed first to U.S, Naval Aviation Forces, Foreign Service, Paris,
France, and later had duty as Supply Officer in connection wilth the es-
tablishment of seaplane bases in Ireland, at the Naval Base, and a%t-the
Naval Aviation Bage, Queenstown, Ireland, having duty as Disburging and
Commigsary Officer at the latter, When detached in August, 1919, he -
returned home and was assigned as Supply Officer of the USS SAVANNAH,
serving one year in that duty until November, 1920. He was next at-
tached to the Naval Air Station, Naval Operating Base, Hampton Roads,
Norfoll, Virginia, with duty as Supply, Disbursing and Commigsary
Officer for geveral nearby units, Detached in February, 1924, he then.
returned to Princeton to complete hig studles interrupted by the war,
and received the degree of Bachelor of Arts in June, 1924,

From June to November, 1924 he sorved at the Navy Yard, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, and on December 1 he repertad to the Naval Station,
Tuitulla, American Samoa, for duty as Disbursing and Commisgaly Officer
and Cashicr of the Island Bank. After his return to the United Stateg.
in Auvgust, 1926, he became OFfficer in Charge of the Gommissary Store, -
San Diego, Californis, and served a two year tour, and on Auguat 31,
1928 he joined the USS LANGLEY, Tflagship of Alrcraft Squadrons, Battle
Fleet, as Supply Officer, and was closely associated with aviation
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From January to August, 1931, at Philadelphia, he wag Agsistant to
the Supply Officer of the Naval Aireraft Faotory., Reporting to Harvard
University, Cambridge, Magsachusetts, he had two years postgraduate
lnstruction at the Graduate School of Businegs Adrministration, grade. -
uated with high distinction, ang recelved the degree of Master of '
Business Administration in June, 1933, He then reported to the Newport
News Shipbullding and Dry Dock Company, Newport News, Virginia, for
duty in connection with Fitting out the USS RANGER, new alreraft
carrier, He gerved aboard the RANGER for two years from her commission-
ing, June 4, 1934, :

When detached from the RANGER he was ordered to the Burcau of
Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washington, D.C,, for brict
duty, and from August, 19368 until June, 1937 he attended the Arny In-
dustrial College, Washington, D.C., and completed the course., He then
returned to the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts and served two years
as Officer in Charge, War Plans Division,

From June, 1939 to April, 1942 he had staff duty ae Supply Officer
successively on the staffs of Commander Alrcraft, Scouting Force,
Commander, Airvcraft, Atlantic Sauadron, and Commander Airecraft, Patrol
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orce, U.S. Fleet. From June %o December, 1942 he again served in the
Bureaun of Supplies and Accounts, and was Officer in Charge of the
‘Aviation Supply Divislon. On December 9, 1942, he reported to the
Naval Alrcraft Factory, Philadelphia, as Aviation Supply Officer.
Upon establishment of the Naval Aviation Supply Depot at Philadelphia,
. the following summer, he became Supply Officer in Command thcre, and
continucd also his duties at the Aircraft Factory. He had additlonal
duty also as District Supply Officer, Fourth Naval District, Phlila-
delphia, from July, 1946. While so serving he completed a tour of
aviation bases in Burope, North Africa, Central and South America, and
Panama, as well as on the West Coast of the Unlted States. For thils
period of service, he was awarded the Leglon of Merit, the citatlion in

part stating:

Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally meritorlous conduct in the

performance of outstanding services . . . as Supply Officer in Command
| . and Aviation Bupply Officer at the Naval Alroraft Factory, Philadel-
phia Navy Yard, from December 1942, to September 25, 1945. Displaying
‘keen forceslght, Judgment and professional ability in developing the
original concept for the central procureméent and distribution agoncy
. for naval aviatlon to meet the needs of our rapidly expanding airoraft
program, (he) rendered invaluable service in estimatling requirements,
‘procurement, distrlibution, disposal and the control of inventories in
‘the ficld . . « and was in- large mbasure rosponsible for ‘the organi-
zatlon and smooth functioning of this office 1ln supplying materials
necessary for the support of naval aviation . . ' '
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o On February 1, 1947 he assumed duty as Deputy Chlef and Assistant
Chief of the Bureau of Suppllies and Accounts. On February 18, 1948
his appointment as Chief of that bureau wag confirmed by the United
States Senate, and the following March 1 he assumed the dutles of that
office with the title Paymaster General of the Navy. In June, 1949 he
assumed additional duties as the Navy member on the Munitions Board
Petroleum Committee. In October, 1949 he was ordered relieved and to
duty as Chief of Naval Material, Office of the Secretary of the Navy,
with the accompanying rank of Vice Admiral. " He was so dgerving whon
rellieved of active duty pending hils retirement on January 1, 19561,

N In addition to the Legion of Merit, Vice Admiral Foster has the
Victory Medal, Overseas Clasp; the American Defonse Service Medal with
Bronze "A' (USS RANGER); the American Campalgn Medal; Buropean-ifrican-
Middle Bastern Campaign Medal; and World War IT Victory Medal., He also
" has the decoration of Honorary Commander of the Mosg Exocollent Order of
- the British Empire (Mililtary Division), with Ribbon, awarded by the

- British Government.
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