VICE ADMIRAL WILLIAM M, CALLAGHAN
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Born in Qaklsnd, Celifornis; William McCombe Callaghan entered the
Neval Academy on appointment from thet state in 1916, Graduated on
June 6, 1918, he served in the USS WISCONSIN, based on Queenstown, Ire-
land, during the last months of World War I, followed by duty in des~
troyers until the summer of 1923, He then returned to Annapolis, for
postgraduate instruetion in electrical engineering and completed the
course at Columbie University, New York City, receiving the degree of

Master of Scilence in 1925,

Duty afloat in the cruiser CONCORD and the aircraft cerrier SARATOGA
wes interspersed with en eseigmment in the Repanirs Division, Bureau of
Engineering, Nevy Depertment, He next served for three years an an
Instructor in the Depertment of Marine Engineering at the Naval Academy
end from June 1936 until May 1939 head successive service as Commanding
Officer of the USS REUREN JAMES and Executive Officer of the USS HENDERSON,

The entry of the United States into World War II, lete in 1941,
found him in the Ships' Movements Section, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operetions, where he remeined until the summer of 1942, In thet assignment
he had & month's duty e&s U, S, Naval Observer inm London, England. He
next served on the Steff of the Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet
end was ewarded the Legiocn of Merit for his outstanding eervice in the
fleld of loglstic planning.

He fitted out, then cormended the USS MISSOURI, which arrived <in the
forward area of the Pacific early in Februsry 1945 and, that month, par-
ticipated (as pert of the femous Task Force 58), in the first mass alr
strike against the Japanese homeland and the carrier strikes against
Tokyo. In March the MISSOURI tock part in strikes sgeinst Iwo Jima, In
8 two day sweep down the Japemese coast line énd in the initial bomberdment
of Okinawa, During the latter operation & Kamikeze plene crashed on her
deck but the MISSOURI suffered little damage.

Between September 1945 and August 1948 he was Chief of the Naval
Trensportation Service, efter which he had duty as Commander Training
Commend, Atlentic Fleet, On September 15; 1949 he beceme Commender
Militery Sea Transportation Service and served as such, in the rank of
Vice Admiral, until January 1953. Following duty as Commander Amphiblous
Forece, U, S, Pacific Fleet, he repcrted on April 2, 1954 as Commander
Neval Forces, Far Eest. He was Commander Western Sea Frontiler from
November 1956 until March 1, 1957 when he was transferred to the Retired
List of the U, S, Navy after thirty-eight years of active duty.

Vice Admiral Csllaghen's brother, the late Resr Admiral Daniel Je
Callaghen, USN, was killed in action on board the USS SAN FRANCISCO
during the Battle of the Solomons in November 19h2,

18 March 1957
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VICE ADMIRAL WILLIAM M, CALLAGHAN
UNTTED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

PERSQNAL DATA:

Born: Oakland, Californie; August 8, 1897

Ty e w wa

Education: St. Mary's College of California; University of San
Frenciscoj Drew's Preparatory School; U, S, Naval
Academy (BS, 1918); Postgraduate School (Electrical
Engineering, 1923-1924); Columbie University (MS, 1925)

DECORATIONS AND MEDALS:

Legion of Merit

Army Commendation Ribbon with Metal Permant

World War I Vietory Medsl with Destroyer Clasp

Ameriean Defense Service Medsl, Base Clasp

Asiatic«Pacifie Caxpaign Medal

American Campaign Medal

World Wer II Vietory Medal

China Service Medsl

National Defense Service Medsl

Korean Serviee Medal

United Natiens Service Medsl

Foreign: Order of Boymea (Grand Officer) Republic of Columbia
Most Exaulted Order of the White Elephant, Thailand

CITATIONS:

Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally meritorious eonduct,, a5 Assis-
tant Wer Plans Officer for Logisties and Assistant Logistice Officer,
Paeifie\Fleet, during operations against enemy Jmpanese forces in the
Pacific War Area from July 10, 1942 to Mey 1, 1944, During this period,
Rear Admiral (then Captain) Callaghan skillfully essisted in the plamning
for logistieal suppert of the Navy and shore~based establishment engaged
in the campaigns for the capture of the Gilbert and Mershell Tslands ang
thelr subsequent maintenance. Assisting in organizing the Iogisties
Bivision ofithe. Joint Staff of the Commender in Chief, Pacific Fleet and
Pacific Ocean Areas, he was instrumental in developing its operational
methods and procedure,,,"

Army Commendetion Ribbon: "For commendable serviece s Chief of
the Naval Transportation Serviee frem November 30, 1945 to May 15, 1946,
during whieh time he performed with distinetion in the solution of the
pProbleme connected with the agemtions of Favy vessels emeployed in the
return of troops to the United States,”
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V, Adm, W, M, Callaghan; USN, Ret. i

PROMOTIOKS:

Commissioned Ensign, June 7, 1918

Lieutenant (jg) (T), November 24, 1918

Lieutenant (Jjg), July 1, 1920 ;

Lieutenant, June 3, 1922 |

Lieutenant Commander, July 1, 1932 }

Commender, June 23, 1938

Ceptain (T), September 8, 192

Rear Admiral, May 24, 1945, to rank from August ll, 1943

Vice Admiral, April 11, 1951

Retired in permanent rank of Rear Admiral and advanced to Vice
Admiral by Act of Congress, March 1, 1957

CHRONOLOGICAL TRANSCRIPT OF SERVICE:

Jun 1918 Aug 1918  USS WISCONSIN

Aug 1918 Dec 1918 USS STEVENS

Dec 1918 Jul 1919  USS ALIEN

Jul 1919 Aug 1919 USS CHAMPLAIN

Aug 1919 Oct 1920 USS HAMILTON (cfos Engineer Officer) ,

Oet 1920 Jen 1921  USS NICHOLAS (cfop Engineer Officer) %

Jen 1921 Jun 1921  USS DENT =

Jun 1921 Aug 1921  USS FARQUHAR

Aug 1921 Nov 1921 USS TWIGGS (Engineering Duty)

Nov 1921 Jun 1923 USS SLOAT

Jun 1923 Jul 1924  USNA Postgraduate School (Instruction)

Jul 192k Sep 1925 Instruction at various pleces under super-

) ' vision of Postgraduate School

Sep 1925 Oct 1928  USS CONCORD |

Oct 1928 Mey 1930 Bureau of Engineering, Navy Department
(Repairs Division)

Mey 1930 Msy 1933 USS SARATOGA (Asst., Engineer Officer)

Mey 1933 May 1936  USNA (Instructor; Marine Engineering)

Mey 1936 Mer 1938 USS REUBEN Jemes (Commending Officer)

Mer 1938 Mey 1939 USS HENDERSON (Executive Officer)

Mey 1939 Aug 1941 Office of Chief of Naval Operatlons, Nevy
Depertment (Ships' Movements Section)

Aug 1941 Sep 1941  American Embassy, London (Naval Observer)

Sep 1941 Jul 1942  Office of CNC, Nevy Department

Jul 1942 May 1944  Staff of Commender in Chief, U. S. Pacific
Fleet

May 194l May 1945  USS MISSOURI (cfo; Commanding Officer)

Mey 1945 Jul 1945  Steff of Commender U, S. Pacific Fleet

Jul 1945 Aug 1948  Office of CNO (Asst. Chief of Neval Operations
for Transportation)

Aug 1948 Aug 1949  Commender Treining Command, Atlentic Fleet

Aug 1949 Dec 1952 Coammender Militsry See Trensportation Serviece

Dec 1952 Mar 1954 Commender Amphiblous Force, U, S, Pacific Fleet
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Ve Adm, W, M, Callaghan, USK, Ret.

Mer 1954 Nov 1956  Commander
Nov 1956 Mar 1957 Commander

‘Baval Forees 5 Mmﬂ
Western Sesa Frontimrzp

1 Mar 1957 Transferred to. Retired Li_qt

Navy Office of Informetion
Internal Relatiens Division (0I~430)
18 March 1957 i





