LIGUTSNANT COMMUNDER WALTER A, EDVARDS, U, S. NAVY, DECEASED

Walter Atlec Edwards wos born in Philadolphia, Ponnsylvania, on Novenber 8,
1886, He was apoointed Midghipnon fron the Second District of Penngylvania, and
entered tho U, S. Naval Academy, Amnapolis, Maryland, on March 17, 1906, GCom—
Pleting the four-year course, after surner eruises on board the USS OLYMPTL, USS
HARTFORD and USS CHICAGO, -he wag graduated on June 3, 1910, He bagen tho two
years at sea, thon required by law, and was comiissioned Fngign in the U. S. Navy

on March 7, 1912, when that law was changed. By subsequent advancenent, he at-
tained the rank of Licutenant Commander, his date for rank June 3, 1921, having
soerved in that rank (tenmporary) during the latter period of World War I.

After graduation from the Neval Acadeny, he was assigned to the USS MICHIGAN
fron July 5, 1910 until May 31, 1912. He thon had succcsslve service on board
the USS CHESTER, USS DES MOINNS, USS MONAGHAN and USS WALKE, and was ‘detached
from the lattor vossel for ingtruction in aeronautics atb the leronautic Station
(lator Naval MAir Station), Ponsacola, Florida, on July 15, 1914. Designated
"ag actual flier of heavier than aircraft" to date fron Octobor 2, 1914, he re~
ported to the works of tho New York shipbuilding Company, Candon, New Jersoy,
for duty in conncetion with fitting out the USS ERICSSON, In June 1915 wos or-
dered to roturn to the Naval Acronautic, Station for further training ag a Student
Naval ﬂFlatOf, wherc he romalnod until October 10, 1916, ‘

Reporting next to the USS JARVI% ho gerved aboard for a nonth, and on
Noveibor 13, 1916, joined the USS bU&qING. He was serving in the CUSHING when
the United Statos entered World War I, Lpril 6, 1917, Dotached on October- 27,
ho“reported to tho USS'MELVILLE, for duty as “1d for jviation on the Staff of
Commander, Us. S« Noval Forces Upcrating in European Wators. . He wag awarded the
Navy Cross and cited: "For distinguished service in the line of hig DrOfOSSLon
on the staff of Commander, U. S. Naval Forces in Buropean Waters."

Continuing staff. duty after the flag wes changed.fron MELVILLE to USS ‘COR-~
SLIR in.Janvary 1919, he was detached on March 28, and in April reported to the

Navy Department, Uashlnﬂton, D. Co, for brief duty in the Bureau of Natvigation.

Ho thon reported to the Naval Var College, Newport, Rhode Island, where he served

‘ag Aide to the Comsandant until Lpeil 20, 1921, on May 11, that yoar, he assuned

cornand of the USS DLHIGREN, and on Deconber 2 was transferred to- cormaind of the
USS PAUL JONESs Fron June l, 1922, until September 7, 1923, he commanded the USS
BAINBRIDGE, and for heroisn whilé gerving in that eormand wag awarded €tho-Modal
of Honor, which ims presonted to hin by Progidont Calvin. COOlldFG ut the White
Houso on. Fobruary 2; 1924; Tha citation follows. . .

Modal of Honor“ "For heroism in regeuing 482 nen, women and children fron
the French rilitary transpoirt VINA-IONG, degtroyed by fire in the Sea of Marnors,

‘Turkey, on.Decoitber 16,-1922,, Licutenant Commandor Edwords, GOﬂnﬂndlﬂF the USS

. BLINBRIDGE, placed his, vnssel ﬂlong51de the bow of the transport and, in gpite of

.'several violenb exploslons which occurred on the. ‘burning vessel, malntalnod hig |
ahip in that position until all who .were allve were taken on board 0f a total

of 495 on board, 482 woere roscued. by his coolness, judgrent, and pr0f0$810na1
skill, which were corbined with a, degree of herolsn that rust refloct now glory

- on the Unlted Stqtes Navyo"
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Licutenant Commander Edwards wos algo awarded the Iegion of Honor with rank
of Officior, by the Government of France, and the Distinguished Serviee Order
by his Majosty, the King of Englond, for hisg herolc conduct on that occaslon.

On Septerber 8, 1923, he raported as fLide to the Chief of the Bureau of
Navigation, Navy Department (kexe Admiral fndrew T. Long, USN), and after sorv-
ing in' that capacity until Fobruary 15, 1924, he had othor duty in tho Bureau
until Septetber 15, 1925. Bo had duty next as Gunnery Officer of the USS PITTSe
BURGH, until fAugust 1927, whon h: asgsuned command of the USS BILLINGSIFY. He
was hospltalized in Docember of ihat yoar, while in Washington, D. C., awaiting
orders, and dicd at Garficld Hogiital on January 15, 1928, 1

In addition to the Modal of Honor, the Navy Cross and two foroimn decora-
tiong, he had tho Yangbzo and Moxican Service Medals and Victory Medal (WWil)e

Iicutenant Commander Edwards! widow, Mes. Zdward (Annie H.) Brayton of 388
Rock Stréet, Fall River, Massachusetts, sponsorcd the USS EDWARDS (DD-619) , vhen
“that dostroyer (naued for her former hugbsmd, the late Commandor Edwards) was
lavnched at thoe Foderal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Kearny, New Jersey,
on Lugust 28, 1942, Commissioned in Septombor 1942, he USS EDUARDBS was credited
with nunerous operations in the Pacific during the World War IT period. '
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