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TDWARD CLYDE BENFORD
HOSCITALMAN, 3/C, U. S. NAVY, DECEASE

Edward Clyde Tenford was born in Siuten Island, FNew York, on January 15,
1921. He enlisted as a Hospital Reeruit in the U, S. Navy on June 27, 1949, at
tne U. S. Navy Recruiting Station, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and was subse-
quently advanced to Hospital Apprentice in 1949 and to Hospitalman, third class,
on Jugust 12, 1950. ;

Reporting for active duty, he hud recruit training at the Naval Training
Center, Great Zakes, I'linois, fromn June until December 1949 and, completing the
basic course at the Hospital Corps School there in April 1950, was assigned to
the Naval Hospital, Newport, Rhode Island. In August of that year he reported
for a four months! course in Neuropsychiatric Nursing Technique at the Naval
Hospital, Philadelphia, graduating in Docember with the designation Neuropsy-
chiatry Technician. Renmaining at that hospital until June 1951, he then had
further training at the Fisld siedical Serviece School, Camp LeJeune, North Caro-
line, and with designation of ifedical Field Technician, was ordered to duty
with the Fleet Marine Force, Ground, Pacific.

He returned tc the United States in June 1952, and after brief duty at
the Marine Barrac':s, Camp Pendleton, California, he returned to the lacific to
rejoin Fleset Marinec Force, Grouni. He was Idlled in aetion on Septembor 5,
1952, while serving the First “arine Division in the Korean Area. "For gallan-
try and intrepidity at the rigk of his life above and beyond the call of duty
while serving as a Hogpital Corpsman, attached to a fompany in the First Marine
Divislon during operations against enemy agpressor forces in Koroa on 5 Septem~
ber .952.,." he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. The citation con-
tinues:

"When his company was subjected to heavy artillery and mortar barrages,
followed by a dotermined assault during the hours of darkness by an eneay foree
cstimated at battalion strength, Benfold resolutely moved from position to posi-
tion in the face of intense hostile fire, treating the wounded and lending words
of encouragement. ILoaving the protection of his sheltercd position to treat
the wounded when the platoon arca in which he was working was attacked from both
the front and rear, he moved forward to an exposed ridge line where he observed
‘two Marines in a large crator. As he appreoached the two men to determine their
condition, an cnomy soldier threw two grenades into the crater while two other
cnery charged the nosition. Ploking up a grenade in each hand, Benfold leaped
nut of the erater and hurled himsclf against the onrushing hostile soldiers,
pushing the grenades against their chests and killing both the attackers. Mor-
tally wounded whilc carrying out this heroic act, Benfold, by his great personal
valor and resolute spirit of self-sacrifice in the face of almost cortain death,
was directly rcsponsible for saving the lives of bis two corrades. His oxXcep-
tional courage reflects the highest credit upon himself and cnhances the finest
traditions of the U. S, Nawval 8orvice."

In addition to the Medal of Honor, he was entitled to the Purple Heart
Medal (for wounds received in action). the Koroan Service Medal: and United Na—
tions Scrvice Medal.
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