‘ . : _ ) oy ,?l ol Vo ".'.‘H,‘ o
COMMANDER ROBERY SCHLEY FAHLE, UNITEE)STﬂTESﬁNAVdefﬁh

Commander Fahle was born on July 8, 1909, at St, Louis, hlssouri
the son of Mrs. Annabel (Schley) Fahle and the late qu Paul Fahle.
He attended Central High School, Houston, Texas, before his ap-
pointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland from the
Sizth District of Texas in 1927. Graduated and commigsioned Ensign
on June 4, 1931, he advanced progressively through the various
grades to the rank of Commander to date from Nnvember 1, 1942,

Following graduation from the Academy in 1931? Commandsr
Fahle was assigned to the USS TEXAS until June 1937, intersperced
with duty aboard the USS PARROTT from February 193% until July
19%6. He returned to the Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, for
postgraduate instruction, and upon completion of the r;ufse there,
“in May 1939, he had a month's additional instruction at the Navy
Boiler Factory, Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In July
1939, he reported aboard the USS FARRAGUT as Engineer Officer and
. served 4n that capacity until December 1940. :

_ . Commander Fahle proceeded to the Bath Iron Works Corporation,
Bath, Maine, for duty in connectlon with fitting out the USS |
LUDLOW and had duty asboard as Engineer Officer from her commission-
ing gu, March 5, 1941 until September 1942, when he assumed the
dutfes* of Executive Officer. Between January 1942 and August 1943,
he commanded the USS SIMPSON on Atlantic convoy duty, after which
he again had fitting out duty, this time with the USS DOWNES, at
the Mare Island Navy Yard, Mare Island, Cslifornia. He c¢ommanded
the DOWNES from her commissioning on August 10, 1943 until February
1945, when he returned to the United States for duty in the Bureau
of Ships, Navy Department Washington, D.C. On June 30, 1947, he
assumed command of the USS COLONIAL, his present essignment.

Commander Fahle is entitled to the American Defensc Scrvice
Medal, Fleet Clasp; the Eurepeon-Africon-Middle Boctor ..o Crms .y
“palgn Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal; thc American
Ares Campaign Medal; thé World War II Victory Medal and the rhilip-
pine Liberation Ribbon with two Bronze Stars.






