VICE ADMLRAL JOHN IOUIS CHEW, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Born in 'Annapolis . Maryland, on September 22, 1909, Vice Admii-?al Cliew

atténded High School there, and Junior College of Augusta,. in Augusta, Geor-

gia, prior to his appointment to the Naval Academy, which he entered as a
‘Midghipmen on June-29, 1927, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on
June h 1931 and.reached the rank of Vice Admiral, to date from November 25,‘

His early service included gunnery dutiles as a junior officer on board

the battleship MARYLAND, duty as Gunnery Officer of the destroyer OVERION = -

and the minesweeper NECHES, and as First Lieutenant of the destroyer MONA-
 GHAN, " Tn June 1938 he returned to Annapolis for instruction in General- -
Line. at: the Naval Postgraduate School, and in July of the next year Jolned
the USS HELENA (CL-50) as -Air Defense Officer, Gunnery Officer and CIC Of-
- ficer, He remsined on board that new cruiser from her commlssioning date
 throughout the early period of World War II until she was sunk at Kula Qulf

in August 19%3

The senior survivor of the HEIENA. he was in the water for two and
- one-half days, then was sheltered by natives on Vella Lavella. He is en-
titled to the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendation
awarded the USS HELENA, the first ship to be awarded that cztaxion,(whlch
was establlshed on December 20, l9hh) as follows

. ":"For outstandlng her01sm in action against enemy Japanese forces
‘afloat in the Solomon Islandanew Georgila Areas, Gallantly carrying the
fight to the enemy the USS EEIENA opened ‘the night Battle of Cape Esperarnice -

‘on Ogtober: 11-12, -19h42, ‘boldly sending ter fire- into the force of eénemy war- -~ -

Ships, sinking a- hostlle destroyer and, holding to a minlmum.the damage to .
our destroyers- 1n,the rear of the. Task Force, _She engaged at. close qparters
‘& superior force. of hogtile combatant ships. in the Battle of Guadalcanal
(Third Savo) on the night of November 12-13, 1942, rallying our own forces
after the Flagship had ‘been disabled and contributing to the enemy's defeat.
_In her findl engagement in the predawn battle of July 5, 1943, the HELENA
vallantly,salled,down +the restricted andAsubmarine -infested waters of Kula
Gulf under .the terrific torpedo-and gun fire of the enemy to bombard Kolom-
. bangara and Néw Georgis while covering the landing of our troops at Rice '
Anchorage, and twenty~four hours later her blazing guns aided in the des-
truction of & vastly ‘superior cnemy naval force before she was fatally
struck by 2 Japanese torpedo. Her brave record of combat achievement is
evidence of the HEIENA 8 1ntrepid1ty and the heroilc flghting oplrlt of

: Vher officers and men,"

i} _ ”For meritorious service while attached to the HELENA he was awarded -
“the Navy Commendation Medal with Gold Star and Combat. "V.” - |
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During the period September ¢9h3 wntil May l9h5, he was Ordnance Inn_
structor at the Naval Academy, and at the commissioning of the USS HELENA
(CA 75) in September 1945, became her Executive Officer, He was detachede{*
in June 1947, after the HELENA engaged in occupation duty in both the 77
- Buropean and- Aglan Areas, and from July of that year until June of the next .
he was Commanding Officer of the uss STICKELL (DD 888), 0perat1ng in the :

| HAZChina Area.

Another tour of dﬁty‘at the Naval Academy, this time as an‘instructor‘
and later assigned to the Executive Depertment and as Executive Officer of
Bencroft Hall, preceded his assignment from April 1951 until June 1953 as
Joint Plans Officer on the Staff of the Commander in Chief, Naval Forces,
'Eastern Atlantilic and Mediterranean., In July 1953 he reported to the Navy
‘Department, Washington, D, C,, Tor duty in the Strateglc Plans Division of
‘ the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. He served. there until July
© 1956, and in August assumed comsand of the USS PAWCATUCK (A0-108). -

. On December 8, 1956, he was detached from command of the PAWCATUCK
with orders to command the USS ROANOKE (CGL-145), and in March 1958 returned
to the Office of the Chief of Naval. Cperations, Navy Department, There

‘he served in the Fleet Development and Maintenance Division as Director,
Staff Ship Characteristics Board. On September 25, 1958, he reported as
Director Shore Establishments and Maintenance Division (his title was changed
on December 5, 1959 -to Director of the Shore Station Constrﬁction'and Main-
tenance Division), On April 18, 1960 he assumed duty as Deputy Comrander
of the Military Sea Tran3portatlon Serv1ce, with headquarters in Washlng— '

- ton, D C,

" In June 1961 he became Commander Destroyer Flotilla FOUR Whlch was -
redesignated on July 1, 1962 Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla FOUR, "For excep-,
tionally meritorious conduct.,.from June 10, 1961 to May 24, 1962 as’Com-
mander Task Force 140 (Commander Project Mercury Recovery Force) .o he
vas awarded the Legion of Merit. The ecitation further states: "Skillfully
directing the recovery operations for Project Mercury manned space flights
during this period, Rear Admiral Chew,,..made an invaluable contribution-
to the successful -completion of these sub-orbital and Qrbﬁtal flights =
and to the prestige earned for the United States thereby. In addition to = -
directing the Recovery Force from the Control Center at Cape Canaveral, he -
also coordinated Contingency Recovery plaﬁting and information dissemina-
tion, keeping far=flung unilts around ﬁhe world alerted as to the flight

status,.."

. On October 24, 1962 he reported as Deputy Director (Operations) J-3, .

' the Joint Staff Office, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington, .D. C,, and for
. "exceptionally meritorious performance of duiy,,," in that assigmment Ffrom
U October h, 1965 to July 1; 1964, he was awarded the Jolnt Service Commende-
‘5._‘tion'Medal, On August ll, l96h, he assumed command of U, S. Naval Forces,
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’lJaPan In August 1965 he was 3551gned as Assistant Chlef of Naval*- -

- Operations (Plans and Policy), Navy Department, and on January 12,
1966 became Commander Anti-Submarine Warfare Force, Pacific’ Fleet

.. "For exceptionally meritorious service...from January 1966 through

S June 1967.,." he was awarded the Distlnguished Service Medal The

.[citation further states in part:

_ "During this period Vice Admiral Chew demonstrated an extra~
ordinary sbility in. combining outstanding leadership and keen insight.
to produce unprecedented advences In antisubmarine readiness in the
Pacific. . Under his professional guidance, the accomplishments in

- command and control which envelop the many facets of research, theory,
and. develoPment of tactics and operational applicaticns, have under-.
gone exten51ve and - farureachlng changes, resulting in the highest
level of ASW readiness in the Pacific since the. inception of Anti-
submarine Warfare Force, ‘Pacific. Keenly aware of his responsibilities
toward the. overall effectiveness of our ASW force, (he) guided the
ASW -force to- overall knowledge of" ASW problems and accelerated the

- pace toward the solving of these problems, Under his expert direction,
many new ASW -concepts have emerged and.many new procedures were im-
plemented to meet one. of the greabest challenges of our Nawy'today—n

)the submarlne threat...“;ﬁ;'

. In,July 1967 he becsme Commander of the U, S. Taiwan Defense _

' -Command and in beptember 1970 was ass1gned.br1efly to the Office of
“the Chief of Neval Operations, Navy Department. Oh Oebober 1, 1970, -
:Jhe va.s transferred to-the Retlred List of the U 5. Navy, -

f~ 3 "For exceptionally‘merltorious Service.,.from July 1967 %o July

5.1970..." he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Distinguished -

.. Bervice Medal., The citation continues in part:s - "As the principal’
ﬁUnlted States Military Representative to the Government. of the Republic
-of China, Vice Admiral Chew was responsible for providing. guldance to

.- the millsary leaders and 10 the Presldent of the:Republic of China with
respect to U, S, military policy and to présent and,progected Republic

of Ching and United. States military operations in the Taiwan srea, His

- professional skill and diplomacy were major factors in achieveing an
improved readiness and defense posture in Taiwan, Through his outstande-
ing performance, Vice Admiral Chew hes Turthered the continuing rapport’
existing between United States Forces and the military units of the Re-
public of China. . The security of the United States and Free-World .
-Interests in Asia has been richly enhanced by his many contributions _
while assigned to this position of trust and great responsibility...” - °©
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N In zddition to the Distinguishtd Service Medal with Gold Star,

‘the Legion of Mérit; Navy Commendstion Medal with Gold Star and Come:
“bat "V;" and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbor, Vice Admiral Chew has

the Joint Service Commendation Medalj; American Defense Servioe Medal;

the American Campalgn Medal; Aslatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with six
operation stars; World War II Victory Medal; NWavy Ocecupation Service

"Medal, Europe and Asia Clasps; Chine Service Medal, -extended; and the -

National Defense Service Medal with bronze star,
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