REAR ADMIRAL FREDERIC D. BASSETT, JR., U. 3, NAVY

(DECEASED)

Frederic Brewster Bassett, Jr,, was born in Now York, New York, on
January 4, 1869, He was appointed Navel Cadet fron the State of New York,
and entered the U. S. Naval Acadery, Annopolis, Maryland, on May 19, 1884,
Graduated with the Class of 1888 on June 8, 1838, he served the two years at
sea, then required by law, and at final graduation on July 1, 1890, was con-
nissioned Ensign in the U, S, Navy., He subscquently progressed in rank to
that of Captain, from May 5, 1915, and gserved in the tenporary rank of Rear
Admgral from April 7, 1919, until February 1922, Retired in his pernanent
rank of Captain on January 4, 1925, he was advanced to Rear Admiral on the
Retired List on Junc 21, 1930,

After graduation in June 1888, he was ordered to the USS RICHMOND,
and in the rank of Ensign was transferred to the USS RANGER on Septenber 30,
1890. In 1892-1693 he served in the USS CHARLESTON, a proteccted cruiscr as~
signed to the Pacific Station, and in 1894 was attached to the Coasgt Survey
schooner EAGRE. On October 1, 1894 he returned to the Naval Aecaderny for duty
on the Staff, and from July 1896 until fugust 1899 he was again at sea in the
USS MARIETTA, a gunboat assigned to North Atlantic Station,

On September 25, 15699, he reported to the Burcau of Ordnance, Navy De-
partment, Weshington, D. C,, and from May 1, 1901, until July 1, 1905, he had
successive service afloat in the PURITAN, a double-turrct nonitor assigned to
speclal service as a gumnery training ship; the gunboat DANCROFT, a unit of
the Caribbean Squadron;: the protected cruiser ATLANTL, of the Coast Squadron
(1905-1906); the cruiser DENVER of the Pacific Fleot (1908) and the battleship
RHODE ISLAND, of the Atlantic Fleet. On May 28, 1909, he rcported for inspec-—
tion duty in the Bureau of Equipment, Navy Department, and on September 14,
1910, was assigned duty with the USS UTAH, having been prouoted to the rank of
Conmonder on July 1, that year.

At her cormissioning on August 31, 1911, he joined that battleship of
the Atlantic Fleet as Exccutive Officer, and served in that capacity for al-
Logt two years. On July 21, 1913, he returned to the Navy Departnent, for
special duty, in charge of Naval Militia Affairs, Naval Reserves and Naval
Districts., rromoted to Captain during that tour of duty, he was again ordor-
ed to the UTAH at the outbreak of World War I in April 1917, thig tios as
Commonding Cfficer, Under his cormand that battleship of the Atlantic Fleet
operated in Cuban waters, in the Chesapeake Bay Lrea, and with the Commander
in Chief, Atlantic Fleet (Adm. Henry T. Mayo, USN), on board, steamed into
Bantry Bay, Ircland, on September 11, 1918, to assist in the fortification
of that harbor., She was therc at the tine of the Armistice on Novenber 11,
1918, and later visited Portugal and Emglend, and spailcd for the French Coast
to join the transport GEORGE WASHINGTON, which had President Woodrow Wilson
on board,

Rear Admiral Bassett was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal "For
cxceptionally neritorious service in g duty of great responsibility in connand
of the USS UTAH, operating in the war zome in association and co-operation with
Britigh Naval Forces,"




. Adn. Frederic D, Dossott, Jr., USH

Cn April 7, 1919, in the rank of Rear Admiral, he assuried cormand of
the Naval Training Station, Great Lokes, Illinois, and while in that assign=
nent until June 1920, also served as Coimandant of the Ninth, Tenth and El-
eventh Naval Districts, From July until Deceriber 1920 he served as Comnmander
Destroyers in Reserve, based at vhiladelphia, Penngylvania, then was dosig-
nated Commander Flotilla FIVE, Atlantic Fleet, his flag in the USS DIXIE, flog-
ghip and tender. In January 1922 he was ordered detached and to the Navy De-
partnent, where, having reverted to his permanent rank of Captain, he served
until July 1925 as Hydrographer of the Navy. He was transferred to thec Ro-
tired Iist of the Navy on January 4, 1925, but rermained on active duty through~

out that year, serving the lagt five nonths as Chairman of the Advigory Cone
nittee of the Confercnce on Qceanosrnnhy.

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, Rear Admiral Bassett
had the Spanish Campaig

on Medal and the World War I Victory Medal, Grand Fleet
Claspo
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