CAPTATN WADLEIGH CaAPEHART
U.S, NaVY, RETIRED

Wadleigh Capehart was born on Septenber 3, 1888, in Portsmouth,
NevHampshire. He entered the U,5. Noval Acadeny, Annapollsy Haryland,
on~appointment of the President (at large) on May 5, 1906, and wos '
graduated on June %, 1910. After two years' service at sea ag & -
Pnsscd Midshipman (then required by l1aw pefore commissioning) hc was
appointed Ensign on March 7, 1912. He attained the rank of Captain
to date Ffrom February 13, 1939, and was tpansferred to the Retircd
I7st of the Navy in that pank on July 1, 1939.

Upon graduation fprorn the Naval fcademy in June 1910, hewas
assigned to the USS MTNNESOTA, and served in that battleship until
NOyomber 1913, during which time he received his commission ag Tnsign
in 1912, After duty in connection with fitting out the UsSS PaRIER, he
joined that destroyer at hor commigsioning, Docember 30, 1915, cnd 1
zerved aboard until May of the following yearT. Aviation instruction
at the Naval leroneutic station, Pensacola, Florida, and the worlie’
of the Burgess Company, Marblehead, Massachusetts, preceded'training
aboord the USS NORTH CARQLINA, one of the fivrst ayviation training ships
from July 1914 to January 1915, with temporary additional duty during
thot period 1n the Office of Naval Aeronautics, Navy Departmentd, Vnsh-
sngton, D.C. :

Returning to the Naval Aervonautic Station in Pensacola, g -
completed instructlon, was designated Naval Aviator (heavier—than-air)
on September 19, 1915, and remained there for duty until June 1916,
For three monthe thereafter he was Aggistant to the Inspector i~
Engineering Material for feronsutlcs, Custom House, Boston, Magsochu-
sotte, with additional like duty in other placesg. In September he )
reported to the Works of the Curtiss Levoplane Company of Buffalo,
Now York, and acrved there prior to and following the United Stotes!
ontfy - into World War T as Inspector of Aeronautbtic Material.

Relieved of duty a8 _Inspector, he recturned in February 1918 to
the redesignated Naval Air Station, Pensacola, and after a month
thore left for Paris, frpance, with ordere to the U.S. Naval iy Sta-
tion, Fromentine Vendes, 0.8, Naval Aviation Forces fbroad. .He was
qyardedia Special Letter of Cormpndation: "fo Sommanding Officor
of the U.S5, Naval Alv Station, Fromentine, France, he displaycd
organizing and administrative ability of a high order and the success
of that organization was largely due to his efforts.”

- He continued duty there until after the Armistice, and oo’
January 29, 1919 reported to Brest, France, for passage +o the United
atatws,., Following & months? duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval
operations, Navy Department, he was sent to Brazil where he scwved
until Decembsr 1919 with the Brazilian Government at Rio de Jonciro
in an advisory capacity relative to Waval Aviation.




In January 1920 he had temporary duty in the Bureau of
Navigation, Navy Department, after which he served until Septembor
1921 as a Member of the Board of Inspection and Survey, Navy Depart-
ment, with brief andditional duty as Navy Mermber of the Board of dur-
voys and Maps. Eight months! duty in the Burecau of Aeronautice- pre-
coded sea duty from Moy 1922 until June 192% with Air Squadrons,
Atlantic Fleet (title changed in December 1922 to Aireraft Squadrons,
Scouting Fleet.)

Following instruction for a year at the Naval War Collegoy
Nowport, Rhode Island, he served as Executive Officer of the Naval™
sip Station, San Diego, California, until July 1926, For threc months
he served with Aircraft Squadrons, Dattle Fleet, aboard the USS
LANGLEY, and after brief temporary duty in the Burean of lferondutics
he reported in November 8, 1926 to the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corpos
ration, Quiney, Massachusetts for duty in connection with fitting out

nhe aircraft carrier LEXINGTON, He nssupmed command in November 1927
of Torpsdo Squadron 9-5, based on the USS WRIGHT, operating with Alr-
craft Squadrons, Scouting Fleet.

A tour of duty from June 1929 to June 1932, in the Burofu of
Novigation, Navy Department, preceded seo duly fopr a year as Novigator
of the USS SARATOG:, From Auguet 1933 until June 1934 he commanded
Utility Wing of aircraft Squadrons, pased on the USS WRIGHT, ond ro-
turned to the West Const for a tour of duty as Executive officer of
+ho Naval Air Station at San Diego, Colifornia,

. During the period November 1936 to June 1938 he served OF -

scutive Officer of the USS IEXINGTON, and after two- months' ingtructior
ot Headguarters, Eleventh Naval District, San Diego, Californio, rC-
ported in August to the Fleet Air Base at 3an Pedro, California, for
duty in command . He was relieved of all active duby and transforred
to the Retired List of the Novy on July 1, 1939.

~ In June 1940 he was recalled to active duty, and in fAuguzt of
that year reported Lo the Brewster leronautical Corporation, Long
Tsland City, New York, as Inspector ~f Naval Aircraft. He served there
until June 1944, with edditional similar duby during most of thut ‘
period with the Aiperaft Corporation, College Point, New York, and i
~r Executlve Assistant to the General IMppector of Naval Adreralt,
Tastern Division, For three mofths he was in command of the Naval
Air Station, Cape May, New Jersey, and the Naval Base there, and in
Soptomber 1944 was designated Commander, Naval Alr Basesy Fourth -~
Hovel District, with additional duty in command of the Cape Moy Naval

Basc. He was again relieved of all active duty on March 7, 1946,



Capt. W. Capehart, USN, Ret. Poge 5

- "mor outstanding creditable performance of duty vhile sorving
ag Commander, Naval iir Bases, Fourth Naval District, Commanding Of-
ftcer, Naval Adr Station, Cape May, New Jersey, and Commander Naval
Basc, Cape Mey....” during World War II, Captoin Capshert reocoilved
a Lotter of Commendation with authority to wear the Commendatlon
Ribbon.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, he has the World Var I.
Victory Medal, Overseas Clasp; the dmerican Defense Service Hedal;
tho American Campaign Medal; and the World Wap II Victory Medely He
also holds the French decoration "Chevalier of tho Ieglon of Fonox'
Por World War I service in France. ‘
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