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REAR ADMIRAL JAMES MERRILI, FERNALD,
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Jameg Merrill Fernsald was borrn in Rocklend, Maine, dJune 7, 1897,
gon of George W. and Hznrietta Sylvester Fernald., Graduating with
s Bachelor of Arts degree fiom Tufts College, Medford, Magsachuletts,
he was envolled in the U,8. Naval Heserve #orce in June, 1918, wasg
called to active duty and commissioned Ensign in Acril, 1919, and
served continvously until commiasicned Ensign in the regular Navy
dating from Novemher 14, 1921. He was subsequently advanced in the
grades to that of Captain to Cate from June 1%, 1942, Placad on the
Retired List of - the Navy on June 30, 1949, he was promoted in rank
uO Rear Adm*fal on the basls of combat citationg.

oo Durlng “the prowar years most of ‘hig serv1oe was at sea in
~m;neovaft and cruisers, including the USS HURON, U35 SHAWMUT, U8S
DETROIT, 'and USS NEW OHLEANS, He served thrée tours of duby on the
‘gtaff of Commander in Chief, Asiafilc Fleet, hig first command being
the destroyer tender 058, BL AGK HAWEK, of Destroyer Squadroan 5, Asiatioc
Fleet, . He had duty under instruction.at the U.3. Naval Academy,
Postgraduate Schnool for the course in radio Englneering, continuing
uh? course abt Yale University, where he obtained the Hagter of :
Bcience degree in 1927. Other shore assignmente include the Office
of Maval Communication, Mavy Department, with additional- dutj as Aide
at thé White House, and Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D,C,

- At the outbresk of World War II, he wag serving in the Office
of . the Chief of Naval Operatlions, Navy Department. ~ In 1943-1944 he
commanded the UBS APPALACHIAN, destroyer tender, rerving as& flagship
during two amphibious assault landings. He was awarded the Bronze
Star Medal with combat distinguishing device "V*, and cited "For-

. meritorious service as Gommardl ng Officer of the UBS APPALACHIAN

- gerving as the Communiecation Headquarters Ship during two absaul
landing operations against eneuy dananesbwhujd islands in the Pacific
during January and Jung, 1944, A superb seaman and gallant leader,
Captaln Fernald, by his skillful direction of training and operation
of his ship coulributed essentially to the success of the Naval phase
of thesge sminently effeotiVG attacks, . . ¥

When relieved of oommand of the Al ﬁAiAGHlA“, he . reburned to the

- Navy. Department, Cffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, and had

duty as Asslstant Director of Naval Communications for Plana and Op-
erations, until ordered detached in September, 1945 and to duty on

the Weast Comst 1n command of the USS ROCKY MOUNT, He transferred

in January. 1947 tc command of the USS DAYTON, light ecruiser, attached
%o the Atlantic Fleet. He wag serving in thgt capacity when relleved
of active Ju*; pending ‘his. retlremenu on June 30, 194@ ;

In additlon to the Bronze Star Madal, Réar Admiral Fernald has
the World War I Viebory Medal, China Service Medal, American Defense
Service Medal, American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn
Medal, and World War IT Victory Medal, ‘
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