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: Lvan Edward Fickling wae born in Gnlumbia, South Carolina, on
‘March 18, 1905, =on of Matthew Moove Ficl:ling and the late Suzanne
Douglas Ficl'ling. He attended the University of South Carolina '
for two years and entered the U. 8. Waval Acadeny, Annapolis, Mary-
land, on appointment from South Carslina in 1924, Ag a Midehivman
he was a member 9f the B. Squad Football Team and participated 1in
Class boxine and laciyossge. He wvas yraduated and commissioned En-
egign on June 7, 1928, and thioush subsequent promotions attained
the rdanl’ of Cantain with date of rank March 25, 1945,

Upon graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1028, he was
asgigned to the U3S WYOLING, and during the next two years had
various duties as a junior officer aboard that battleshimn, He war
detached for flight training at the Naval Air Station, Pens=cola,
Florida, and upon completion ~f the course was deszignated Naval
Aviator in February 1951, and ardered to the USS AUGUSTA. He wars
sboard that cruiser when che reached Shanzhai, China, in N, vember
19%3%, as Relief for the USS HOUSTON, flagship of the Commander in
Chief, Asiatic Fleet, and in her ecruised to Japan, the Philipnines,
gustralia and the East Ipndies. In Avril 1935 he was detached with
nrders to duty as Commanding Officer, Aircraft Utility Unit,
Asiatic Fleet, attached to the USS HERON, geaplane tender.

: e returned to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, to serve arg
a Flight Inetructor from June 1936 until June 1938, after vhich he
was asegigned to Scouting Squadron 2, based on the USS LEXINGTON.
In September 1940 he again reported to the ¥aval Air Station,
Pengacola, and in November of that year wac assigned to the Naval
Air Station, Jacl'sonville, Florida, where he gerved as Agsistant
for Training tn the Superintendent of Aviation Training. Ordered
next to the Aglantic Fleet, he joined the USS VILLIAMSON in 1942,
later transferring to the USS CROATAN, carrier escort vesgel on
convoy and patrol duty in the Atlantic. .

y Changing from the Atlantic Lo the Pacific area in 1943, he
Jjoined the newly commicsioned aircraft carrier, USS POLRNET, and
ferved as her Executive O0fficer durinz overations in Palau, Trul:,
Hollandia, the Marshalls, and Marianas Islands; First and Second
Battles of the Philivnpine Sea; and the O'-inava Campaign . He is
entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facegimile of, the Presidential
Unit Citation awarded the HORNET and her attached Air Groups, "For
extraorndinary heroism in action against enemy Japancee forces

the air, ashore and afloat in the Pacific War Area from March 29,

1944 to June 10, 1945...7

Orders »f ipril 1045 brouzht him to the United States for
duty in the Bureau of Aeronautice, Navy Department, Washington,
D. C. That aseignment terminated in the summer of 1048, wvhen he
was ordered to Olkinawa, in the Western Pacific, for duty as Com-
manding Officer of the Naval Air Facility at NMaha. A year later
he returned to the United atates Lo command of the Naval Alr 3ta-
tion, Minneapolie, Minnezota. On December 20, 1950 he assumed
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cgel, and after a

Ceopmand of the USS RENDOVA, carrier esScoIt ve
& Aide to Commander

year in that command became Chief of Staff an
Carrier Division 17, Pacific Fleet.

On October 16, 1952 he was sydered Lo Air Force, Pacific
Tleat for temporary duty, and two monthe later ascsumed ¢ ommand
Af the Naval Ailr Micsile Test Center, Point Mugu, California.
in February 1954, he was osrdered detached and ©O command of the
USS MONTEREY (CVL 26), and eince June 1954 has been .in cormand.

of that carrier.

' 1n addition to the Ribbon for the Presidential Unit gitation
to the USS EORYET, Captain Ficl:ling has the American Defenge
Service Medal; -American Campaizn Medal; Turonean African Middle
mastern Campalgn Medal; Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal; World tar
TT Vigtory Medal; National Defense Service Medal; and the Philin-

-ine Liberation Ribbon.
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