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/ CAPTAIN WILLIAM A, BEST ' wdadign? fiosee,
SUPPLY CORPS, U. S, NAVY, RETIRED e

1Will. 2w slexander Best was born in South Canton, New Yori., on
Sentember 25, 1894, son of William T. and Alice M. @lexander) Best,
both now deceased. HEe attended Peoples Academy, Morrisville, Ver-
mont, and the University of Vermont, graduating with a Bachelor of
Science degree from the latter in 1017. VWhile he was 2 student
there, 1z ¢nlisted in the National Guard of the State of Vermont on
June 21, 1916, and had TFederal service until Sevtember 1S of that
year. after graduation from the University, he was appointed Assis-
tant Pavmaster, USN, with ranl: of Ensign on June 30, 1917, and
throuzh subsequent promotions attained the ranl: of Captain in the
Supply Coips of the U, 8. Navy, hie date of rank January 1, 1942,
He was transferred to the Hetired List of the U. S. Navy on June 1,

1049.

Comnleting instruction at the Naval Pay Officers' School in
Washington, D, G., 50 July 5, 1917, during thHe sarly part of Morld
War I, he was asgssigned duty as Assistant to the Supply Officer at
the Navy Yard, Philadelrhia, Pennsylvania., In February 1918 he was
ordered to Liverpool, Encland, and served as Supply Officer of the
Receaving Ship there until June 1919, lLater that year he had suc-
cessive service in the USS EDDELYN and USS IMPERATOR, and from De-
cember 1919 until Sentember 1920 served acs ASsistant Supply Officer
at the Navy Yard, Portesmouth, Vew Hampshire, with additional duty
at Bath (Maine) Iron Woris.

He azain had =sea duty as Supply Officer for Destroyer Division
36, attoched ©o the USS DICIERSON, flagshin, and in October 1921
became Division Supply Officer with Division ¥, later Division ONE,
of the Atlantic IPleet. Reporting in Octobe:r 1922 he served until
August 1€25 as Disbursing and Commissary Officer at the Naval Tor-
pedo Station, Newport, Rhode Islaand, and for two years thereafter
was Supdly Ofificer of the USS CONCORD., He had postgraudate instruc-
tion at the Graduate School of Business Administration, Farvard
Univeise. vy, Cambridge, Massachusetts, from Sentember 1927 until
August 1C2¢, vhen he received the degree of Master of Businer-s Ad-
ministration. He was next sent to Guam to be Comptroller and Cagh-
ijer of the Banl: of Guam. Also, Tfrom April 18 to June 16, 1930 he
had tem»orary duty in the USS GOLD STAR, station shi»n at Guan.

After his return to the United States in June 1931, he =served
for two years az Asgistant to the Chief Coordinator, Interior De-
nartment Building, Washington, D. C. From August 1933 to June 1634
he was a student at the Army Industrial College, also in Washinyton.
He joined the USS CHAUMONT in July 193%, and for two years served
ag Sumnly Officer, trancferring in June 1836 to similar duty at the
Navy Yard, Boston, Masgachusetts. In August 12839 he woe detached
to serve for a year on the gtaff of the Army Industrial College.
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From October 1940 until November 1942 he was a member of the
U. 5. Naval Mission to Peru. While there, he was awarded the dec-
oration E1 Sol del Peru (Order of the.Sun) for supervisirg the
Installation of the industrial cost accounting system for the
Peruvian Navy. Upon his return to the United States he reported
to the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., for a tour 2f duty
covering most of the World War II period, first in the Office of
Procurement and Material, and from February 1943 to April 1944 in
the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts. During the last year of the
war, and until April 1946, he served as Supply Officer of the Na vy
Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His last duty prior to his re-
tirement on June 1, 1949 was at the Naval Supply Depot, Naval Base
Annex, Bayonne, New Jersey, where he was Supply Officer in Command,

In addition to the Peruvian decoration, Captain Best has the
World War I Victory Medal, Overseas Clasp; the American Defense
Service Medal, Base Clasp; ’merican Campaign Medal; and the World
War II Victory Medal.,
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