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3 ADMIRAL FRANK G, FAHRION
: ' U, 3, NAVY, RETIRED

Prank George Fahrion was born in Pickens, West Vﬂrginias on
April 17, 1894, son of Lew Fahrion, Jr,, and Mrs. Cora Allce (Fori-
nagh) Fahrion, He attended West Virginia Wesleyan College at
Buckhannon, before his appointment to the U, 8§, Naval Academy,
Annapolils, Maryland, from the Third District of hls native state
in 1913, Graduated and commissioned Ensign in March 1917, with
the clasy of 1917, he subseguently attained the rank of Vice Ad-
miral to date from December 28, 1051, On May 1, 1956 he was
fransferred to the Retired Liﬁt of the U, 8, Ndvy, and wag ad-
vanced t0o the rank of Admiral on the basgis of cowbat citatilons,

: After graduation from the Waval Academy in 1917, he jolned
Lhe USS SOUTH DAKOTA, serving in that battleship during the early
part of World War 7, while she operated on patrol duty with the
gouth Atlantic Sguadron. In November 1917 hs transferresd to the
transport MARTHA WASHINGTON in which he made five round trips be-
fore he reported in August 1918 to the USS CUSHING, employed on
gscort duty out of Brest, France, Detached from that destroyer
in June 1919, he had consecutlve duty until December 1921 in the
destroyers LAMBERTON, HOGAN, SINCILATIR, STODDERT, KEENEDY, PAUL
HAMILTON emd MCE CORMICK.

: Returning to the Unlted States, he had instruction in ord-
nance engineering at the Postgraduate School,; Annapolls, Maryland,
ontinuing the course at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
at Cambridge, where he received the degree of Master of Seoience
in mechanlcal engineering in 1924, Completing his instruction,
lie reported in June of that year as Torpedo Repair Officer in the
USS MELVILLE, He remained aboard that vessel until May 1927, and
the two succeeding years had duty at the Naval Torpedo Station,
Newport, Rhode Island, He joined the USS TEXAS in August 1929,
gerving in that battleship until Jume 1932, when he waz agaln as-
signed to the Naval Torpedo Station, Newnort Rhode Island.

In May 1934 he joined the staff of the Commander in Chief,
U, S, Asiatic Flset, USS AUGUSRTA, flagship, and between June 193?
and January 1040 had a third tour of duty at the Naval Torpedo
Station, Newport. Followlng service as Commanding Officer of the
P38 WARRINGTON, e reported in March 1941 as Commander Destroyer
Division THREE, He served in that command until February 1942,
when he transferred to the staff of Commander Destroyers, Batule
Force, as Chisf of Staff and Aide. "For excephionally meritorious
conduct.,." in that assignment during operations against enemy
Japanese forces in the Aleutilan Tslands Area from May 22 to Decem-
ber 1942, he was avarded a Gold Star in lieu of a Second Legion
of Merit. The citation continues in part:

"Aiding in the formulation of the inltial plans for the em-
ployment of thls force and the maintenance of close lalsion with
Army ground and air support, (he) contributed materially to the
repelling of the Japanhese invasion forces and to the progressive
advancement of United States Bages westward from Dutch Harbor un-
til the successful conclusion of the Aleutian campailgn..,
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y . Returning to the United States in December 1942, he had tem=

porary duty in the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washing-
on, D, C,, and in February 1943 reported as Inspecitor of Naval
Ordnance in Charge (later changed to Commanding officer) at the
Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island. For services in
this assignment he was awarded the Leglon of Merit., - The citation
follows in part: :

: ", ,.Displaying exceptional judgment, foresight and profes-
sional abillity during this peried of rapld expaneion, (he) rend-
ered invaluable service In directing the research, development
and manufacturing phases of the torpedo program to meet ever in-
greasing wartime schedules and, desplte the difficulites impossd
by shortages of materlal and personnel as well ag insufficient
pperating facllities, was in large measure responsible for the
Success of thils statilon 'in maintaining an uninterupted flow of
torpedoes Eo the Pleet without jeopardilzing the qualilty of work-
manship...

) Between August and October 1944 he had ‘emporary duty ln the
/S8 NEW JERSEY in the Pacific Area, and on October 6 he assumed
oommand of the USS NORTH CAROLINA., "For meritorious achlevement
g8 Commanding Officer of the USS NORTH CAROLINA, during operations
sgainst enemy Japanese forces in the Western Pacific Area from
dctober 6 1944 to January 28, 1945.,." he was awarded the Bronze
_ Star Medal, with Combat "V." The citation continues in part:

: Participating in numerous Fleet railds against enemy-held posi-

! tions, (he) skillfully fought his ship to inflict damage upon the
| ghemy and”to aid materially in preventing serious damage to our
forces...
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B On February 3, 1945 he became Commander (Cruiser Division FOUR,

! and for services in that command during the capture of Okinawa

? was awarded a Gold Star in lleu of the Second Bronze Star Medal
with Combat "V," The citatlon follows in part: ",..Operating in
heavily mined and incompletely charted waters, {he) braved con-

- tinuous air, surface and submarine attacks to direct the ships

under his command in carrying out brilliantly executed fire sup-~
port missions.,." '

He reported as Commander Joint Task Group 1.2 and Commander
Naval Groups, Jolnt Task Force ONE on January 25, 1946, His title
was changed in August 1946 to Commander Waval Task Groups 1.2 and
Commander Advance Bchelon, Joint Task Force OWE., This force
formed by the direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and with the
approval of the President conducted the atomic bomb tests againsgt
naval vessels in order to gain information of value to the nation-
al defense, Tests "Able" and "Baker," known as "Operatlon CROSS3-
ROADS," were held on schedule in Bikinil Iagoon, Marshall TIslands,
in July 1946, "For exceptionally meritorious conduct,..' during
Operation CROSSROADS, he was awarded a Gold 3tar in lilsu of a ~
Third Legion of Merit. The citation is quoted in part:
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- MRear Admiral Fahrion displayed sound judgment, broad vision
and initiative 1n organizing and directing all operations of the
target and salvage units durilng Operation CROSSROADS and in exer-
clsing command over all Joint Task Force ONE activities in the
pacific area prior to the arrival and after the departure of the
Task Force Commander, By his understanding of operational and
technlcal problems, he rendered valuable agsgigbance to the Task
Force Commandsr durlng the planning, preparational and post-opera-
tional phaseg, and contributed to the preservation of many serio-
ously damaged target ships despite the danger f{rom radioactivity

and explosion. ..

i In January 1947 he was designated General Tnepector Paciflc
and U. 8. Pacific Fleet, and sepved as such until March of that
year, when he reported as commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, He
Became Superintendent of the Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D. C,.
on July 21, 1948, and continued duty in that capacity until July
1950, when he assumed command of Destroyer Force, U, 5. Atlantic
fleet. He was Commander Amphibilous Force, U. 8. Atlantic Fleet,
from Januayy 5, 1952, until ordered rellieved of all active duty

pending his rvetirement effective May 1, 1956,

: Tn addition to the Legion of Merit with two Gold Stars and
the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat "y," Admiral
fahrion has the World War I Victory Medal, Destroyer (lasp; the
American Defense Service Medal with Bronzs "A'; Asiatlc-Pacific
Campaign Medal; American Campaign Medal; World War IT Victory
Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; the Watilonal
Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with

one star.

NAVY Biographies Branch, 0I-450
17 May 1956 L ‘ '






