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Maurlice Ferrara was born in New Yori, Now York, on Juns 15, 1914,
gon of Jogeph and Rose (Cagtilla) Ferrara. He was graduated from Win:
gate Junior High S-hool and Stuyvesant High School in Now Yorlk Clty, |
and attended Long Igland University briefly before entering the U.S..
Naval Academy from hisg native state in Jyne 1933, Asg a Midshipman he
participated in athletics, winning his letters in foothall, wrestling,
boxing, and track; was a memboer for three years of tho Executive
Council, Waval Academy Cpristian Agsociation; reccived the Naval Inter-
pretore Certificate for Spanish; ond belonged to the Mugical Club and:
N-Club. Graduated and commissioned Elsign on June 3, 1937, hc ad-
vanced progressivcly to the rank of Commander to date from July .1,

1949.

Arter graduvation from the Naval Academy in June 1937, he scrved
-for two years in the USS NEVADA, opcrating with Battleship Divigion
-ONE, Battle Force. In July 1939 he transferred to the USS BALCH, flag-
ship of Destroyer Squadron 6, Battle Force, and from July to Septeuber
1940 served in the U33 CHICAGO flagship of Cruilsers, Scouting Forco,
and Cruisger Divigion 5. Ordcred to the Submarine Base, New London,
Connecticut, he had instruction at the Submarine School there, until
December 1940, qualifying for submarine duty,

From February 1941 until June 1942 he served in the USS S5-41,
gubmarine of the Aglatic Fleet, having consecutive duty aboard as Gun-
nery and Torpedo Officor and Executive Officer. For a yecar thercafter,
he wag Executive Officer of the U35 PIKE, and in July 1943 reported to
the Electric Boat Company, Groton, Connoctlcut to agsist in fitting
out the US55 GABILAN, He merved as Executive Offlcer of that submarine
from her commissioning, December 28, 1943, until June 1944, whcn he
reported to Submarine Division 202 for assignment.

, In July 1944 he assumed command of the USS GAR (S8 206), and rc-
mained in that command until December 1944, For herolsn during the
fourtecenth and fifteenth War Patrols of the GAR, he was awardod the
Bronge Star Medal with Combat "V," and the Legion of Merit with Com-
bat V,", reapectively. The citations follow in part:

o Bronzc Star Medal: "PFor heroic service.....from November > to
30, 1944, A skilled and inspiring leader, (he) completed two extremely
hazardous gpecial migsions during which time his vessel was ongaged in
-delivering supplics to guerilla forces in the Philippine Islands. On

ono occasion, he contacted an enemy vesscl of 1,000 tons and ,...suc-
3ceodod ‘in ginking this ammunition~laden craft.....
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: Legion of Merit: ".....During the Fjfteenth War Patrol of the
USS . -GAR in the Philippine Islandes Apea from Decomber ¥ to 18, 194k4,...
-~ (he) daringly mancuvered his submarine close into cnemy-held positions
. to complete an important and epecial misgion and, evading hostlle ;
. countermeasurce, brought hig ship and crow to port....." '

, Detached from the GAR in Decembor 1944, he commanded the USS3
“TAMBOR (SS 198), throughout the remaining months of the war and until:
Jonuary 1946 whon he wag trangferred to command of the USS FINBACK
(88 230). He continued in that command untill June 1948 and in July
reportod ag an instructor in the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corpg
Unit of the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts, to
gsorve for three years, '

On Junc 25, 1951 he reported to the Fleet Sonar School, Xoy West,
. Plorida, for instruction preparatory to commanding the USS GEARING

(DD 710).

In addition to the Legion of Merit .with Combat "V," and tho
Bronzc Star Medal with Combat "V," Commander Ferrara has tho Amcrican
Defonge Service Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campoign Medal; Allerican Cam-!
paign Medal; World War I Victory Medal; and the Phlllpplno leeratlon

Ribbon,

.He 1= a momber of the Knights of Columbus.
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