CAPTAIN WALTER D, COLEMAN, U. S. NAVY, RETIRED

Walter Dan Coleman was born in Lincoln, Illin01s, on March 25, 1910, son
of Dr. William Walter Colemai and Mrs. (Blda Ellen Dunham) Coleman, both now
deceased. He attended Iincoln Commmity High School and Kemper Military Academy,
Rooneville, Missourd, before entering the U, 8, Waval Acadeny, Amnapolis, Mary-
-~ land, on appointment from his native state on June 18, 1928, As a Midshipman
- he played basketball for two years, foothball three yﬂars, and wag a member of
the Track Team four yearsa Gradudted with the degree of Bacheler of Science
and comnisgioned BEngign in the U. 3. Navy on June 2, 1932, he sLbsequen Ly ad-
vanced to the rank of uaptqln, "o date from Jhnuary l 1951

- After graduatlon from the NdVﬁl Academy in June 1932, he was asgigned to
_the USS TENNESSEE, 4n which he served ns a junior Deck Dlv;slon Officer from
July 1, that year untll June 1 of the next, He then served as fAssistant Ordnance
Ofilcer and Asgistant Engineer Officer of the USS MISSISSIPPI until December 1,
1934. Both vessels were then units of Battleghip Divisions, Battle Force. In
Pebruary 1935 he joined the USS PECOS, oporating on Asiatic Station, and after
- duty as Communiestions Officer in. ﬁhat auxiliary vessel, he was traﬂsferred on
Bugust 1, 1935, to the USS AUGUSTA, Flagship of the Commander in Chief, Asiatiec
Floets . In the latter he gerved as Deck Division. Officer, Assistant Gunnery 0f'-
ficer, and as Gommunlcatlons Officer on the Staff of the Commander in Chief,

Asiatic Fleet.. ‘

A From October 1, 1937 until June l 1938 he served as Gumery Officer of
the USS ROPER (DD~147) a unit of Destroyer Squadron 10, Drill Detachment, and
during ‘the next three years he wms a student in Ordnance at the Naval Postgrad=
uate School, Amnapolis, Muryland., On July 1, 1941, he joined the USS MONSSEN
(DD-436) and wag serviang as thatl dbstroynr’s Gunnery Officer at the outbreak of
World Wor LI in December, that year. -He later moved up to Executive Officer of
the MONSSEN, and as such participated in the Guadalcanal-Tulagi landings (ine
cluding Flrsﬁ Savo) the capture and defense of Guadalcanal and operatlons 1n

- :the Bastern Solomons (Stevart Is 1and). oo

: Deuarheé from.&uty in the MONSSEN on November 1, 1942, he rbported the same
day For duty as Ordunence wnd Cumery Officer on'the Staff of Comxander Destroy-
erg, Pacific Fleet. He returred to the United States in June 1944, and after
fitling out the USS HART (DD~594) at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerbon, Wash-
- dngton; assumad command of that destroyer at her comm1551on1ng on Novembetr 4,
2944, Under Lis command, during the latter period of the war, the HART took part
in the asssull and. occupatnon of Okinawa Gunto and the Borneo opc“atlons (Brvncl

Bay and Palikpapen).

. . He received a Lebter of Commendation, with Ribbon, from the Comusnder ju
Chief, U. 8. Pacific Fleet, as follows: "For meritoriocus mervies in comnsstion
with operations sgainst the cnemy while serving as Commanding Officer of the
USS HART from 19 February to 15 August 1945. Taling part in the asseuldt and in-
vation. of Brunel Bay, his ship furnished accurate fire support to landing troops.
His professional skill and outstanding seamanghip materially contributed to the
U388 HART's success in this and other Borheo operationg..." :
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Detached from comnand cf the HART on June 1, 1946, bo reported a month
later to the Bureau of Ordnonce, Navy Departuent, Wnshington, D, C., for a btour
of duty in the Mine Frocurcment Division,  Ho attended the Armed Forces Staff.
College, Norfolk, Virginia, during the period Janvacy L to June I, 1949, and
. for a year thereafter scrved ns dssistant Gunnery Ovficer on the Staff of Come
mander Sertice Foroe, Pacifie Flaet, On June-1l, 195C, he became Chief Steff Of-
ficer to Commander Service Squadron THREE, and remained on duty in thet capaclly
until November 1, 1951, including operations in the Korean Ares for more than
seven monthss. =~ o ' : :

- WFor exeeptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of  outgtanding
service ag Chlef Staff Officer on the Staff of Commander Service Squadron THRER
Cfrom 15 July 1950 to 28 February 1951, in support of U. S, Naval Forces operat-
ing againgt the enemy in the Korean Theator..." he was awarded the legion of
Merit. The citation continuess: "Displaying a profesgional knowledge in organ-
ization and administration; as well as exemplary foresight, outstanding profeg=
gional skill and brilliant comprehsnsion of all phages snd scopes of mobile lo-
gigtic services,-he‘bontributed'inilarga‘measure to the sugcessful exaecution of
Service Squadron THREE's assigned migslons of furnishing mobile replenishment
to the Fleet while performing sustained operations against the ENeNyees"

. From December 1951 wntil April 1953 he served os Material Officer on the
Staff of the Commander Operational Developmeat Force, Atlantic, He next com-
manded the Naval fmmmition Dépot at Oahu, Territory of Hawaii., May 1953 to July
1955, and on September 1, 1955 assumed command .of the USS HENRICO -(APA=45) . De-
tached in October 1956, he had command of Transport Divigion 52 from November of
that year until September 4, 1957, when he became Commsnder Amphibious Sguadron
FIVE, After five months in the latter command, he reported on February 8, 1958,
. as Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, Plang, and Training, on the Staff. of

Commander Amiphibious Force, Pacific.  On March 3, 1958, he was designated Chief
- of Staff and Aide to Commander Amphiblous Force, Pacific, andon December 22,

" 1959 he was ordered defached for duty as Commander Naval Ordnance Laboratory,

- \vhite Ock, Maryland, On July 1, 1962, he was grangferred to the Retired List.

- In addition to the Legion of Merit and Commendation Ribbon wi.th Combat "W, "
Captain Coleman has the Chine Service Medal with Star; American Defenge Service
Medal with Star; Buropean-African-Middle Fastern Compaign Medal; American Came-
poign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one silver and two bronze stars
(seven engagements); World War EI Vietory Medals National Defense Seryice Medad:
Kevorn fervice Medal; Urited Fations Service Medals and the Philippine Iiberation

it

" Ribbon 1Ath two stars. He also has the Expert Rifieman and Figkol Shot Medalds..
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