CAPTATN VIKCENT L, CASSANI, JR., U. S. NAVY

Vineent Louis Cassani, Jr., was born in Cambridge, Massachusebts,
on December 16, 1921, son of Vingent I, and Dora (Bonzagnl) Cassani.
He attended Chelsea Senior High School, Chelsea, Massachusetts, and
Severn School, at Severna Park, Maryland, prior to entering the U, S,
Naval Aoademy, Annapolis, Maryland, on dppointment from his native
state in 1940, Graduated with the Class of 194k on June 9, 1943
(course accelerated due to war emergency),‘he was commissioned Ensign
in the U, 8. Navy to rank from that date, He subsequently advanced
to the rank of Captain, USN, to date from July 1, 196k,

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 19k3, he joined the
USS TRIPPE (DPD-k03) and served as Assistant Cunnery Officer, later
Fire Control Officer in the Atlantic and Mediterranean Theatres until
April 1945, partiecipating in the Salerno and Anzio landings and At~
lantiec Convoys to the Mediterranean and Southern Europe. The TRIPFR
was transferred from the Atlantic to the pacific War Area, and as her
Gunnery Officer he participated in convoy operations to Ulithi, Saipan
and Okinawa, durling the period April to July 19h5, He served as her
Navigator for a month, and after the. cegsation of hostilities in August
1945 served for a yesr as Executive Officer and Navigator, In that
capacity he participated in the occupation of Chichl Jima, and later in
Operation CROSSROADS, the atom bomb tests 1n the Pacific in the summer

of 1946,

From November 1946 until January 19&8 he was fxecutive Officer and

~Nayigater of the Uss JEFFERS (QMS=P7) ! 11;he Mine Force,. Atlantic Fleet,
i : hed edrs 3 slstant Readiness: and

Qer ,g “gfg U’ Atlaﬂtzc Fleet.
] _ mmand Jf £ he UﬁS SFEER, (AMmllE) :yhieh also
YHETET Rorde, “ptiantic Fleel, and from April 1952 until

‘Mﬁy 1953 he commanded Mine Division THIRTY THREE which participated in
wartime minesweeping operatlons in Womth Korean watersuin,support of
the Unlﬁéd'Naﬁibns Blo Ka { Ko L

toricus service in thé commané whlle in the Korean Area from.&prll By
1952 to February 25, l9533 and iz also. entltled vlo) mhe Ribbon o and
the facsimile of the Korean Pre31dent1a1 Unit G; atu@n awarded Mine
Division THIRTY=THREE During August and September'lQBP} whlle in’ the
above command, he had temporary addltlonal duty ag- Commanding, Officer of
the USS CHIEF (AM-=315), engaged in mlnesweeplng in North Korean waters,
and in Febuary ahd March’ 1953 he observed British mlnesweeping exerclses.
in the Singapore Area, while temporarlly assigned. g8 afl: Observer Wlth
British Mlnesweeplng Squadron 51X, " R R ST U PR
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After his return to the United btdﬁb% he reportsd in July 1G53
for duty with the Fleet Training Group, Key Weet, Florids, and served
as Training Officer, with collateral duty as Chief St=f? Of’lcer during
the two years he speni in that assignment. He was a student alt the U, S,
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Islapd, from Augnst 1955 until June
1956, when he completed the Command and Staff course. In July of that
‘year he Jjoined the USS NORTHAMPTON as Nav1ganorg also perving as Special
Services Officer, until detachad in March 1958 for duty as Assistant
Training Officer with the Fleet Training Group, Cuanbanamo Bay, Cuba.
While in that assignment he also served as Senlor Observer on Arrival -
and Operational Readiness Insgpection of ships in training., In April
1959 he became Damage Control Offiser with the Fleet Wralning ¢roup,
at Guantanamo Bay.

He commanded the USS DAMATO (DDE<B71) from July 1960, until June
1962 and the next momnth reported for duty at the U, S, Naval Aesadewy.
He was Battalion Offlesr, Cperations Offieer; and Head of the Administraz.
tion Division for one year each and when detached in June 1965 assumed
command of the USS FRONTIER (AD=25) the next mionth, In October 1966 he
became Head of the Csreer Activities Bransh, Fureau of Naval Persomnel,

' Navy Departmentg washington, D C.

Tn addition to “the Bronz St Medal with Conthait Y, and the
Korean Presidential ﬁnit.CitwLion Badge; Captain Cascani bas {he
American Defense Service Medal with Stary the Amerisan (ampaign Medaljg
Furopean=Africon-Middile Eagbern Campalgn Medal with three stars; Asiatice
Pacifie Campalgn Medal; World War IT Vietory Medals Navy Oedupation
‘Serviee Medal, Asia Cluspy Natiowal Defense Serviee Medalj Koresan Sore
vice Medal with four stars; and the United NaﬁiOnS"Service Madal,

While a Midshipman at the Naval Ascadewy; Captain Cassanl played
battalion foothall; was manager of the Lacrosse Team, and was a menber
of the Newman Club, Imeky Bag Staff {Circulation} and Log Staf? {Ciren-
latlon)

Navy Office of IHfOTEdthﬂ
Internal Relations Divisicn (OI- +30)
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