RAVAL HISTERY DiiSiON

CAPTAIN ADOLPH ERNEST BECKER, JR,, U,S, NAVY

AColph Ernest Becker, Jr,, was born on dugust 17, 1900, at
Ocean Grovc, New Jerscy, son of Adolph E, and Mrs. Elizabeth C.
(Lawrencc) Beeker, He attendcd Asbury Park, New Jersey, High School
before -appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland,'
from his native state in 1918, Graduated and commissioned Ensign
on June 2, 1922, he subscquently attained the renk of Captain to

date from June 21, 1942,

Following graduation from thc Naval Academy in June 1922, he
was aseigned to the USS CASE, a unit of Sguadron 9, Destroyer Squad-
rong, 5Scouting Floet. From June to Deccimber 1923 he had instruction
at the Noval Torpedo School, and upon completion of the course, re-
Joined thc USS CASE, Transferred to the USS NOKOMIS in 1924, he
participated in hydrographic surveys of Haiti and the north coast
of Cuba, From May 1925 until June 1929 he served in the USS BRUCE,
operating first with Naval Forces, Europe, and later as a unit of
Sauadron ¢, Scouting Fleect.

A two year tour of duty at the Naval Training Station, Naval
Operating Base, Hampton Roads, Virginia, preceded duty aboard tho
battleship ARKANSAS, Flagship of the Drill Squadron. From Decembor
1932 throughout 1933 he served in the USS BRAZOS, of Train Squadron
1, Basc Force, after which for more than two years he had duty in
the Division of Fleet Training, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D,C,

In the fall of 1935 he joined the commissioning detail of the
USS TUCLER and becamc her Executive Officer. This Period of duty
extended to carly 1937. In command of the USS TREVER, operating
with Destroyers, Battle Force, in 1937 and until early 1939, hc
was commcnded by the Chief of Naval Operations for estoablishing the
highest rccord of gunnery performance (SRP) ever achisved by a ves-
sel of that class.

After two wecks!  instruction at the Recruiting Training
School, Naval Training Station, NOB, Norfolk, Virginia, he assisted
in an cxtcneive recruiting campaign throughout the Richmond Recruit-
ing District in the period of National Emergency, 19329-1941, In
early 1941 he reported to the USS IDAHO, in the Pacific, and served
aboard for two and one-half years, first as Navigator, later as
Executivc Officcr. The IDAHO was engaged in war patrols in the
North Atlantic and in the Pacific. Porticipated in the assault and
capture of Attu, He was detcched in August 1943 to command LION 2
an advancc base unit in the Atlantic, set up for the invasion of
Europe. Ho decommissioned that unit, took the nucleus to the West
Coast and commissioned LION 6 in the Pacific,
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~ Captain Becker served as Commanding Officcr of LION 6, This
unit particinated in the assault and capturc of Guam at which place
they established the Naval Operating Base, Upon the commissioning
of the NB, Guam, Captain Becker became the first Commandant. For
this duty ho was awarded the Legion of Merit, the citation reading
in substance as follows: For "exceptionally mcritorious service
(in that command) from April 14, 1944 to April 15, 1945,...in the
initial stazes of its formation....working tireclessly and with un- _
wavering zcal despite the extremely hazardous conditions..." The
citation continues "....(he) was largely responsible for the
continuccd cxpension of the newly designated establishment into a
large advanced Naval operating base which furnished service of all
types to our Fleet units operating in this vital area....”

In May 1945 he returned to the United States for duty until
October of 1945, in the War FPlans Division of Headquarters, Com-
mander in Chief, U,S. Fleet, In accordance with Executive Order
9635, the 0ffice of Commander in Chief, U,S, Fleet, established by
the President early in World War II, ceased to cxist, its major
funetionsg transferred to the Office of the “Yhief of Naval Operations.
Naval personnel . absorbed included Captain Becker who continued to
serve in the War Plans Division of the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval

Operations until July 9, 1947.

From July 10, 1947 until June 12, 1948 he was in command of
the USS SPRINGFIELD (CL 6€), and on June 29 assumed command of
Service Squadron 3, established to furnish logistics to operating
forces in the Western Pacific., This included the operation of
extensive U,S. naval facilities at Shanghai and Tsingtao., Upon
deterioration of conditions in China the squadron was engaged in
evacuating Naval forces and U,S, personnel from China. He remained
in cormand until relieved on July 8, 1949, to return to the Office
of the Chicf »f Naval Operations, where he now serves as Deputy
Chief of the General Planning Group.

In addition to the Legion of Merit, Coaptain . Becker has the
World Wor I Viectory Mcdal; the Amecrican Defensc Seérvice Medal with
fleet bar; the American Trmpaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign
Medal; the VWorld War II Victory Medal; and the China Service Medal,
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