VICE ADMIRAL WALTER H. BAUMBERGER, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Walter Harlen Baumberger wés'born~in McMechen, West Virgihia, on
Jamuary 27, 1912, son of Wesley R, and Virginia Elizabeth (Chaddock) Baum-

berger. He attended Parkersburg (West Virginia) High School prior +to6 enter- .

ing the U, S, Naval Academy, Amnapolis,. Maryland, on appointment from his
netive state in 1930. As a Midshipmen he played football and was a member
of the N-Club. Graduated and commissioned Ensign on May 31, 1934, he sub-
sequently advanced in rank, attaining that of Vice Admiral, to date from
March 17, 1967. ' . -

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1934, he joined the

USS PENNSYLVANIA, ‘and while attached to that battleship coached the shipfs
football team, which won the Fleet Championship in 1937. Transferred to
the USS HOVEY in May 1938, he remained on board that destroyer until July
1939, after which he served for several months azs Assistant Foothall Coach
at the Naval Academy. In December 1939 he reported as Assistant Gununery
Officer on board the USS NEW YORK, was attached to that battleship when.
the United States entered World War II, December 8, 191, and subscquently

participated in the Algeria Morocco lendings.

Returning to the Naval Academy in June 1943, he served as an instrice-
tor in Ordnance and Gunnery and also was Officer Representative for Foote
ball in 194k, In April 1945 he assumed command of the USS ENGLISH. Un-
der hils command, that destroyer rescued personnel, including Admiral Marc
A. Mitscher, USN, and his Staff from the burning carrier USS BUNKER HIIL,
which had been attacked by Japanése suicide planes off Okinawa on May 11,
19hs,  For outstanding services while in command of the ENGLISH he was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "V," and the Navy and Marine
Corps Medal. The citations follow, in part: '

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritoricus service as Commending Officer
of the USS ENGLISH in operations against enemy Japanese forces in the
Pacific Area from April 30 to September 2, 19h5... Displaying outstending
skill in evading and driving off numerous enemy air attacks and success-
fully carrying oubt those hazardous assignments without dsmage to his ship,
he materially contributed to many successful bombardment missions and the ,

iy

possible sinking of an enemy submarine...

Navy and Marine Corps Medal: 'For heroic conduct.,..during a major -
alr battle against enemy Japanese forces. in the waters off Okinawa, Ryukyu
Islands, May 11, 1945. When one of our fast carriers was attacked by
Japanese suicide planes and badly damaged, Commander Baumberger unhesitat-
ingly brought his ship alongside the stricken vessel and, working tire-
lessly to control the raging fires, was instrumental in saving many trapped
and wounded personnel..,” C i
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Detached from command of the ENGLISH in May 1946, he briefly com-
manded the USS GAINARD and in September of that year joined the USS MIS- .
SOURI to serve as First Lieutenant, Navigator and Operations Officer.
Between September 1948 and June 1951 he was sgain en instructor in Ord-
nance and Guonery at the Naval Academy, with additional duty as Officer
Representative for Track, Secretary to the Board of Visitors and a member
Cf the uXﬂcut1VL Committee of the Naval Academy Athletic Association.

After two years'! duty on the Staff of the Commaﬂder in Chief, U, S,
P%01f1c Fleet, he reported in August 1953 as Commander Destroyer Division
TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY-TWO, He next attended the Naval War College, Newport,
Rhode Island, August 1954 - June 19 955, and in July was assigned to the
Politico-Military Policy Division (Pacific-Far East), Office of the Chief
of Naval Operatlons, Navy Department, Washington, D, ¢, In July 1957 he
assimed command of the USS TRUCKEE, and in Avgust 1958 was detached from
that oller for duty as Assistant hlrecbor (for Captain Detail), Officer
Distribution Division, Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Department.

He was Commanding Officer of the USS CANRERRA from Januar to Ndvem»
ber 1960, after which he served as Chief of Staff and Adde to ’
Cruiser-Destroyer Force, Pacific. In Februsry 1962 he became Cummaﬂder
Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla THREE, and served as such until May 1863, when
“he reported as Director of the Sh]ps Material Resa d1n~ s Division, Office

the Chiefl of Naval Operations, Navy Department. Fm’a@emumaﬂ
‘meritorious service from May 1963 to May 1965..." in the latter assign-
ment, he wasg awarded the Legion of Merit., The citation continues in Dwfi
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"During this period, (he) has been regponsible for and has directly
rviged Dﬂ& development and dmplementation of the Standard Navy Maine
ance and Material Mansgenment (Jﬂ) System which involves the maintensnce
and QRLVTTH¢ fuﬂcJJon% that ere performed on and in ships and aircraft of
‘the Opereting Forces by operating force personnel, and includes the msinbe
1 material functions performed in depots..." '

On May 28, 196E n reported as Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Force,
Paciflic Fleet aLdA for “exceptionally meritorious service from May 1965
to March 1967..." in that capacity, he was aswarded a Gold Star in lieu
of the Second Legion of Merit. The citation further states in part:
"Responsible for maintaining the Cruiser-Desbtroyer Force at a high

~level of readiness while the mumber of ships deployed to the waters

of Southeast Asla was increased, Rear Admiral Baumberger inmediately
3 fectively met the chal ieﬂvbe skillfully wuwtilizing his knowledge

and understanding of cruiser~destroyer operations, his background in

meintenance and material management, and his dywamJC leadership..."”

In Mareh 1 Gf he became Deputy Cammander in Chief, U, S, Pa
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end Chilef of Staff and Alde to the Commander in Chie ef; U. S.
B He was awax d 2d the Distinguished Service Medal and
follows: ., ,Through hlS diligent apn¢1cxtion of
of éxecutilve management, and by his close and energetic
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Fleet were skillfully carried

Tine sense of diplomacy, (he)
tinuation of the historically

States...” :

Ordered to Headquarters,
retirement, effectlve Janusry
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Service Medal
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monitorship of the myriad problems and actions which confront the Com-
mander in Chief Pacific Fleet, Vice Admiral Baumberger assured that ad-
ministration, training, readiness and operations of the U, S, Pacific

out and that policies and directives were

executed promptly and efficiently, thereby contributing vitally to the
successful daily pursuit of Pacific Fleet tasks..." = :

In September 1970 he reported as Commander of the United States

» Taiwan Defense Command and scrved as such until September 1972, He
was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Third Tegion of Merit and cited

in part as follows: ", . .Through hie vest professional “knowledge and

capabilities, along with his perceptive judgment, keen Fforesight and

has contributed essentially to the con-
warm and cooperative relationships ex-

isting between the Governments of +the Republic of China and the United

Eleventh Weval District, San Diego, Calif-
ctive duty pending his
1, 1973. | o

gulshed Service Medal, the Legion of Merit

with two Cold Stars, the Navy and Marine Corps Medal and the Bronze Star
Medal with Combat "V," Viece Admiral Baumberger has the Americen Defense
Americen Campaign Medal; Buropean-African-Middle Fastern
Campaign Medal with one operation star; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
with two operation stars: World War IT Victory Medal; the National De-

fense Service Medal, with star; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.






