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John Bdward Clark wss boxrn neay Abtcheson, Kansas, o August 13, 190%
son of Lon ¢. and Agnes (Henner) (lark, He attended [eavenvorti {Kansas )
grade and high schools, prior to his appoluiment to bthe 1, 8, Naval Acadeny,
Annapolis, Maryland, from his pative siate In 1023, Cradusced and Lom-
‘missloned Ensign o Juns 2, 1927, he subseguently progregaed in ravk; ai-
talning that of Rear Admiral to date Zvom August 1, 1955,

Following gradustion in 1927, he remained at ths Navel Asadewy For
the summer course in avisbion, In August he reported oo hoard the USS
MILWAUKEE, end in August 1928 transferred to the USH PI THEIRGA, both
operating on Asimtic gtation, Detached fyrom the latier in July 1931, he
was ordered to the Navel Adr Statlon, Pensacola, Florida, fov flight 7
trajning, Designated Naval Aviator on Ssptembser 28, 193=, bthe nexl mouth
he joined ¥ighting Sguadren THREE D, atitached to tine S0 LANGIEY,

Between Juns 1935 and July 1937 he was asalgued to the Waval Ale
station, Naval Operating Bese, Worfolk, Virginie, aiter which he had )
duty at the Naval Alrereft Factory, Nuvy Yard, rhiladslohla, Pepngylvania.
Tn June 1938 he joined Torpedo Squadron THRER, based ca the USS BARATIOGA
and on June 10, 1941 he assumed command of that sguadron, combinning to
command it, following the United States'® entry indo Wordd War I1, Decens
ber 8, 1941, until April 19L2, o o

He next served as gumery Officer on the Staff of Commsnder Cargiér"
Division QNE, USS LEXINGTON, flagship. “wor oubstending perfyrmgnes of
duty...as Alveraft Gumnery Offlcer on the Staff of the Alr Tesk Group
Commander in preparation For, during and after the suscessful enzdgements

with the enemy in the Coral Ses, on May T=8, 1942..." he received &

bon, from the Commender in Chief, U. S. Pacific Flaset
further states: "With hiz very extensivs sxperience
and particularly his thorough knoviedge of ailrsrait torpede tactics, he
was of great assistance to the Task Group Commander...and pontributad
materially to the success of our forces in the bettle.” ’

o

Tn Avgust 1942 he reported as Guunery (fficer on the Stafl of [ome
mander Air Force, U, 8. Pacific Fleset. He was awacdad ths Iz fon Of
Merit for “exceptionally meritorious conduct,..asg Porce gurnery and Mraine
ing Officer on the Staff of Commander Alv Foree, Pacifle Fleset, from
August 1942 to June 1943...7 The eitablon comblmies: “Serving with
distinetion during this period, (he)
i

raatad the ssgheblishwent of a

dir
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or training the flying and non-
flying personnel of all alr, surface and ground units assigned Lo the

Ly

geronautical organization within the Pacific Flest, thereby contribubling
materially to the suceess of these forges in maintatning supericrity

over the enemy., Tn addition, he plawned and divected the slloguiioqn of
a1l aviation muniticns and rendered invelusble service in matiers pore’
taining to aviation ordnance and ship antlaire

(]

oft gunnery, ..’
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From July 1943 until Jewvary 1945 he was assigned fo the ‘Aircreft
Armament Unit at the Naval Alr Station, Patuxent River, Maryland, after
which he had successive instruction at the Army Air Foree School ofApe

- plied Tacties, Orlando, Florida; Commend and General Staff- S¢hooly Fort' . __;;;f'*

ILeavenworth, .Kansas; Naval War College, Newport, Rhode .Islands’ and the

Army-Navy Steff College, Washington, D, €, In July 1945 he reported as e

Aviation Officer on-the Staff of the Comﬁander.?hilippine Sea Frontier,

and four months later became Companding Officer of the USS GURRITUCK}(AV??)'

In July 1947 he reported as Chief of the Air ObjedtiVes)Séctioﬁmrofglfg'”};

Tiece of the Deputy (hilef of Naval. Operations (Air),'Navy‘DepartmEntﬁ'Washa e

lngton, D, C. He remsined there until August 1949 and following instruce |
tion, whish lasted until June 1950,'at‘fhe'Eﬁdustrial-CQi;ege:oﬁ the Armed
Forees, Washington, D, €., joined the Staff of the Commander in Chief,.

U, 8. Pacific Fleet, He bad duty in comnection with guided missiles in
the Offiee of the Seecretary of Defense, Washington, D, Cop, From April

1952 until July 1953 when he assumed command of the. USS WRIGHT . .Petached
from command of that aircraft carrier in September 1954 he returued to the
United gtates, and in October became Commander; Navy (uided Missile Test -
Center, Polnt Mugu, California, - - o

On November 18, 1955 he was assigned- duty as Director of the Guided
Missiles Division,; Officé of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Depart-"
‘ment, "For meritorious service...(in that capscity) and as Exccubive Meme

ber of the Navy Bellistic Missile Qommittee,..” he was commended by the
Secretary of the Navy. In March 1958 he became Deputy Direector of the
Advanced Research Projects Agency, Office of the Secretary of Defense,
washington, D, . "Por meritoricus service.,.in that dgsigament},,,” Xe
received a Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Bronze . -
Star in lleu of a Second Commendation Ribbon, from the Secrétary of Navy.
The eitation further states: ‘ o L

"Called upon to provide militery leadership and direction of the -
Important components and projects of this Ageney during a period of un-
equalled peacetime pressure of rapid technologleal schievement cutside
. the:Free World, Rear Admiral Clark has exercised unusuval proféssional
ability, sound Judgment, and foresight in discherging his many responsi-
bilities, A key figure in crystallizing the Ageney.'s method of operation.
- and’ in insuring the cooperation of the entire Department, of Defense, he
succeeded in gaining early acceptence For msuy nei ideas and coneepts.

. through his persistence and adherence to'sound.managemantfprincipleégj-
thereby providing a major contribution to the progress ofldefense%priented
‘advanced research, Maintaining extensive contacts with various private
industrial concerns, and accepting speaking engagements befors the majér
. professional and technical groups of the United States, he won the ress
_Ppect and’admiration of Important officials everywhere..." S

. On December 11; 1959 he assumed commend of GCarrier Di#igidﬁfSIXTEENs
and in August 1961 reported as Cormander Pacific Missile Range, Toint Mugu,

Califofnia. He was detached in September 1965 for duty as Commandzunt.of
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the Twelfth Naval District, headquartered in San Franeisco, Cali-
-Tornia, with additional duty as Commander, Naval Base, San Franclsco,
He remained there until relieved of all active duty pending his re-
tirement, effective Septenber 1, 1967. He was awarded a Gold Star in
lieu of the, Second Legion of Merit and cited as follows:

"For exceptionally meritorious service from Septenmber 1965 to
August 1967...As the direct representative of the Secretary of the
Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations in this important position,
Rear Admiral Clark successfully coordinsted the efforts of the large,
diversified complex of naval activities that comprise his commend,

8ll of which are dedicated to the mission of providing support Lo the
Fleet. His demonstration of interest and active participation in of-
ficial Kaval Reserve functions has brought new life to the Twelfth Dis-
trict Naval Reserve Program., The results of his personal efforts and
leadership in this program are reflected in the award to the district
of the Viee Admiral Felix Johnson Trophy for 1966, awarded anmually to
the district making the most improvement In its administration of the
Naval Reserve Program., Through his active and direct participation

in community affairs, Rear Admiral Clark has established outstanding
relationships with civilian community officials and leaders, and with
the many foreign econsuls general in the San Francisco area,..’

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Gold Star and Commenda-
tion Ribbon with Bronze Star, Rear Admiral Clark has the American Dew
fense Bervice Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asiatic-pacific Campaign Medali Ameriw
can Campaign Medal; Worldd War II Vietory Medsl; Wavy Occupation Service
Medal, Asis Clasp; National Defense Service Medal with bronze star;
Antarctic Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He has
also been awarded the Qrder of the British Empire (Honorary officer),
from the Govermment of Great RBritain,

Navy Office of Imformation
Internsl Relations bivision (0I-430)
22 November 1967






