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CAPTAIN JAMES E. COHN T
UNITED STATES NAVY

©oooo ¢ Jomes Edward Cohn was born in Coluwbia, North Carolina, on
Januory 1, 1904, son of Mrs, A, V. (Lllllan Mae Casteen) Deal and
. ‘the late Dr B. W. Cohn. He attended Maury High School in Norfolk,
'ﬂffﬂirglnin and the University of Virginia at Charlottesville, before
' _enterlng the U. 3, Naval Academy, Annapolls, Maryland, on August

- 17, 1923, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927,

ﬂ}_?;and through qu.bsequent promotiong attained the rank of Cnptaln to
f;date from erch EO 19#5 :

For four yeurs after his graduation from the Naval Academy, he

'”fffhad duty at-sea, serving successively in the USS NEW YORK, of Bat-
“-tleship DlVlQlon 5, Battle Fleet; U3S EAGLE 58, of Eagle Division i,

“Submarine Divisions, Control Force, and the USS JACOB JOWNES, operatw

"ﬂj*ng with Destroyer. DlViSiOH 75 Scouting Force. He had instyuction

©.in torpedoes at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport; Rhode Island,

- from-August 1931 to January 1932, and for six months thereafter waﬁ
~a student at the Submarine School, New London, Connecticut. Upon
Qgradu“tlon in June 1932, he was assigned to the USS 5-1¥%, and for
tyo years continued duty in that submarine, a unit of Submarine
D1v1¢1on 6 Submarlne Force, Coco Solo, Canal Zone.

PR etu _ing to Annapollw in June 1934, he completed the course
1:Ordnance Engineering at the Pos tgraduﬂte School in June 1936,
for.a. year had practical instruction at the Naval Gun Factory,
Yard, W3ﬂhington, D, C., and several other ordnance stations

oth ‘Army nnd Navy. He joined the US3 NORTHAMPTON in June 1937,

d during hisz two years'! duty aboard,as Main Battery Assistant ang
B .Dlv1ﬂwon Officer, he attended Gunnery School aboard the USS SAN
- FRANCISCO.  From June 1939 to Junc 1941 he served as Ordnance Re-
-vpalr Offwcer and Assistant Repair Officer of the USS MEDUSA {AR-1).

Q'On July 5, 19%1 he reported to the Commandant, Navy Yord, Wash-
,1ngton, D. C., for duty in the Design and Drafting Division. He
~remained there throughout most of the war period, beinsz detached
“on May 29, 1944. On July 24, 1944 he joined the etaff of Commander
Crulser Division SIX (USS WICHITA and USS SAN FRANCISCO, flagships,
fconsecutlvely)v He was awarded the Bronze Stay Medal w1th Combnt

", % for "meritorious service as Chief of Staff and Operations Offi-

._Jcer on the gtaff of Commander Cruiser Division SIX, during opera-
~ tions: against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific wwr Area from
jJuly 1944 to June 1945..." The citation further states :

S "Demonﬂtrating outetanding ski1ll...Captnin Cohn contributed
_materially to the success of the ships operating under hie divieion
‘commander during campaigns resulting in the capture of Guam in the
ﬁMﬂPiﬂﬂqa Iﬁlands, the occupation of islands in the Western Caro-
“lines,; the capture of the Philippine Isiands, and the capture of
:Iwo Jimﬂ ﬁnd po itions in the Okinawa Gunto..."
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fter two months' ‘service as Operations Officer for Amphib-
Group 2, during that group's formation, he served on the staff
mmande “TaSk-For¢e'?R;}on.the Yangtze River, from August 27,
cember 3, 1945. "For meritorious achicvement as Act-

: f.8taff and Operations Officer on the staff of Senlor
r Present ‘Afloat -in Shanghai, during the occupstion of Shang-
y. an Allled Tagk Force from September 7 to December 1,

s awarded ‘a Gold Star in lieu of the second Bronze
he citation states that he '"rendered invaluable service
remendous task of making the facilities of the Port of -thamp-
ailable to merchant ehipping ... (and) worked tirelessly o
i e passage of Navel. and Merchant vessels in that area
ig period, Captain Cohn was attached to the USS NASH
us OPAULG o

‘the ‘United States 1in the USS aANZIO in December

g to the Burcau of Waval Fersonnel, Navy Depart-

‘C.; 'he was ordered ‘to the USS YsFCEY (AK 93) g

: rom January 1946 to July 19%7. During the next

- wes on duty in the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Depart-

n’ ‘a course in Arctic CGeography at McGlll University
Jebee, Canada, he assumed commend of the USS TANNER (aGS 15),
optomber 28, 1950, He again served in the Bureau of Ordnance

January 1952 to Jenuery 1953, when he assumed command of the

A°75).  During this period Captain Cohn made one ex-
0.the Antarctic end two to the Arctic. Later, he served

Chaiman of the Arctic and Cold YWeather Coordinating

“the Navy Department, '

cd next to the Office of the Scoretary of Defense

D. C., he reported on June 28, 1954 for duty with
anding Group. He is now under orders of June 10, 1955
hed 1n September for duty as Commanding Officer, Office
gearch Branch 0ffice, Chlcago, Illinois.

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat
ptain ‘Cohn has the -smerican Defense Service Medal; the smerican
ign Medal; the Asiatic-Facific Cempaign Medal; the World War

I ctory Medal; the Navy Occupation Service Medal, hsia Clasp;
he China Service Medal; and the National Dsfense Service kMedal.






