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CAPTAIN WILLIAM C, FORTUME, UNITED STATES NAVY

Willian Charles Fortume was born on March 1, 1911, in Salamanca, New
York, son of Arch Willian and Any (llardendorf) Fortune, He attended Nokte
ingham High School, Syracuse, New York and Massena (New York) High School,
before entering the U, 5. Naval Acadeny, Annapolis, Marylaand, from the Thirty-
First District of his native state in 1929. As a Midshipman he won his
letters in boxing, gym and soccer, played class football and lacrosse and
was a senior lifeguard. Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 1, 1933,
he subsequently advanced in rank to that of Captain, to date from January 1,

1952,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1933, he joined the USS
TEXAS anrd in June 1935 was assigned duty as an Alrcraft Gumnery Observer
with Observation Squadron ONE-B, attached to the USS TEXAS. Detached from
that battleship in February 1936, he was ordered to the Naval Air Station,
Pensacola, Florida, for flight training, and on March 23, 1937 was designated

Naval Aviator. ) :

In May 1937 he joined Observation Squadron FOUR-B, based on board the
US8 SARATOGA, and in July of the same year transferred to Scouting Squadron
FORTY-TWO, attached to the USS RANGER, While so serving he became a member
cf the Caterpillar Club, after a collision in mid-aixr, with ancther plane
engaged in gunnery exercises on August 8, 1937, For a year, June 1938-June
1939, he had duty with Cruiser Scouting Squadron SEVEN, attached to the USS
SAN FRANCISCO, and while he was on board that cruiser, he made a goodswill
crulge around Scuth Amexrieca in 1939,

Ordered to return to the United States in June 1939, he reported for

instruction in aeronautical engineering at the Postgraduate School, Annapclis,
Maryland. He continued the course at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology at Cambridge, from which he received the degree of Master of Science
in 1942, In June of that year he was assigned to the Naval Aireraft Factory,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and remained there until September 1943, The
next month he joined the staff of Commander Aircraft, U, 8. Pacific Fleet,
as Ship Installation and Assistant Ship Material Officer, with additional
duty at the Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii. Early in 1944,
he led a flight of replacement planes from Espirtu Santo to Guadalcanal.
He received a Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Come
mendation Ribbon, from the Commander in Chief, U, 8, Pacific Fleet, "For
cutstanding service..." while serving on the staff of Gommander Aircraft,
Pacific Fleet. The citation further states in part:

"With exceptional ability and administrative skill in a position of
great responsibility he aided in promoting and maintaining the high state
.of material readiness of our carriers, aircraft tenders, and other vessels
agsigned to the Alr Force, Pacific Fleet during the period October 1943 to
April 1945..."

He was again assigned, in May 1945, to the Naval Aircraft Factory, Naval
Material Center, Philadelphia, continuing to serve there untlil July 1948,
when he became Bureau of Aeronautics Representative at the General Tire and
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Rubber Company, Pasadena, California. Following a month's temporary duty
at the Haval Air Station, San Diego, California, he reported in November
1550, as Assistant Chief for Logistics on the staff of Commander Fleet
Alr, Japan. In that assignment he flew with patrols in the Sea of Japan
and Yellow Sea during the Korean hostilities and was on board a PBM that
flew through the cable trap in the Korean Islands. He received a second
Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Bronze Star on his
Commendation Ribbon, from the Commander Naval Forces, Far East. The
citation follows:

"During the period 21 November 1930 to 24 March 1951, Commander
Fortune as Assistant Chief of Staff for logistics performed services of
great value to the Commander Fleet Air, Japan, enabling him to meei the
contingencies resulting from the unmprovoked Communists attack against the
Republic of Korea. Working through long hours and handicapped by a limit-
ed staff, Commander Foxtune contributed materially to the solving of logi-
stic problems created by rapid build-up of Naval and Marine aviation units
in the Far East."

During the period March to August 1951, he was hospitalized in Tolyo,
Japan and Oceanside, California, after which he had duty as Head of the
Aerodynamics Laboratory at the David W, Taylor Model Basin, Carderock,
Maryland. He remained there until July 1954, then reported as Head of
the Air Branch in the Office of Naval Research, Navy Department, Washing-
ton, D, C. In September 1956 he became Assisitant Bureau of Aeronautics
General Represeutative, Central Districi, with headquarters im Los Ange-
les, California, and while there had five and a half months'! duty as
Actling Bureau of Aeronautics General Representative. Assigned in August
1958 to the Bureau of Aevonautics, Navy Department, he was Component
Development Officer until June 1959 and the next month assumed command
of the Naval Aiyx Test Facility (Ship Installation), Waval Air Statiom,
Lakehurst, Hew Jersey. He served at the ifational Aervonautics and Space
Administration George C. Marshall Space Flight Center, Hunisville,
Alsbama from October 1962 until ordered detached in June 1963 for duty
with Mississippi Test Operations, Hational Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration George C. Marshall Space Flight Center, at Gainesville,
Migsisaippi.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon with Bronze Star, Captain
Fortune has the American Defense Service liedal; American Campaign Medal;
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; China
Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal; Korean Service Hedal;
and the United NHations Service HNedal.
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Capiain Fortune was Eastern Regional Represeantative to the National
Council, Institute of Aeronautical Sciences (1954-1853); Delegate to
the Montgomery County (Maryland) Civie Federation (1953-1354); Trezsurer
and Vice President of the Bannockburn Citizens Assocation; a member of
the Usher and Architectual Committees of the Church of the Redeemer,
Bethesda, Maryland and his name appeared in Who's Who in the East (I1%2-
1958). He is an Associaté Fellow of the Institute of Aerqnautical
Sciences.
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