_CAPTAIN ROBERT P, FOREMAN, UNITED STATES NAVY

Robert Payton Foremsn was born in Pinevillsy Kentueky, on May 5,
1921, son of Francis (. and Rose Helen (Osborne)} Foreman, He attbended
Hazexrd (Kentueky) High School and Berew College, Berea, Kentueky, prior
to his appointment to the U, S, Naval Académy, Annapolis, Maryland, in
Ioho. He was graduated with the Class of 1944 and commissioned Ensign
on June 9, 1943 (accelerated course due to warbtime emergeney), and
thirough subsequent advancement attained the rank of Captain, to date from
September 1, 1963,

- After gradustion from the Naval Aeademy in 191i~3 » he was assigned
to the Neval Alr Station, Jasksonville; Florida, for slimination flight
tfaining, and in Septenmber Joined the USS SOUTH DAKOTA {BB-57). He
gérved as a Junior off'icer on board thst battleship during the latter
period of Werld War II, except from Juré to September 1945, when he was
gsgigned: to the Staff of Commander Opsratiomal Development Force, In
’ﬁhe,SOU‘f‘H DAKOTA he partieipated in thé Gilbert and Marshall Islands
Sfierations, Asiatic-Pacifiec rafds, the-Hollandia end Marlenas (ineluding
the Battle of the Philippine Sea) opefations, and assaults on the Philips
PIiie Islands, Leyte {ineluding the Battle of Surigso Strait), Luzon,
T#w6 Jima and Okinawa Gunto operations, During that time the SOUTH
DAKOTA was known as "Battbleship X" and operated with the THIRD and FIFTH
Fleets, to the confusion of enemy Japanese forses,

..... ‘ ‘

Detached front Staff dubty in September 1945, he returned to the
Uhited States for six months?' Instruction at the Naval Alr Stetsion,
balles, Texas, tlen rejoined the Staff of Commander (perational Develop-
ent Force in March 19L6. In Juns 19)4%3 he was tronsferred to the USS
STEINAKER (DD-863), particlpating fmwtho eruises to the Mediterranean,
In June 1950 he entered the: Naxgél Postigraduate Schooly Amnapolis, Maxry=
lend, for instruetion. T”h’é_"Be‘ﬁeOl Wis transfe;réd to Monterey, Califors
rnité, 1in December 1951, snd-Bé completed %he evurse in ordnance éngineer-
g there 1n June of 1952, ¥ next had two-months? instruction at the
University of Minnesota at Duluth, and a year &t Massaghusetts Insgitute
&F Technology, Canmbridge, frim whieh he received “the degree of Master
of Bclence.: :

_ In June 1953 he assumed commend of the USS REDSTARY (MSF-378).
That fleet minesweeper, under hiy commind, cruls¢d to the Western Pas
tifie and partieipated in minesweeping operaticns in Kores and Balabac
Strait, FPhilippine Islands. When detached in May 1955, he assumed com-
wand of'the USS GEORGE A. JOHI\IS?N {DE=583), a Naval Reserve Training
Vessel,“pased at San Franelsco, 'California. In August 1956 he was
assigned to the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.4
where he served as "Terrier" Misazlle Projegt Officer until September

1959.




Cept. R. P. Foreman, USH Page 2

In October 1959 he took command of the USS VOGELGESANG (DD-862).
That destroyer made a cruise to the Mediterranean in 1959-60, He was
commended by Commander SIXTH Fleet for duty in normection with work
done by his ship to relleve conditions in Frejus, France, gftter a dam
broke, Cruilsing to the South Atlantlie in 1960-61, the VOGELGESANG par-
ticipated in the Navy's efforts to remove passengers from the SS SANTA
MARTA, which had been taken over by a group of disgidants under Galvoa,
For this service hs was commanded by the State Department and the Portu-
guese Navy. He was also " commended by Commander South Atlantic for the
people-to-people work during that South Atlantic Crulse. Tn April 1961
‘the VOGELOESANG fired the highest score ever fired at Culebra Shore
Bowbardment Range to qualify as gunfire support ship.

*-  Detached from command of the VOGELGESANG in Septenber 1961, he
reported the next month s "Terrvier® Weapon Systems Project Offiecer in
the Buresu of Naval Weapons, Navy Department, and in May 1964 was ordered
detached for duty as Prospective Commanding Officer of the USS WATNWRIGHT
(DLG-28), bullding at the Bath (Maine) Iron Works Corporation.

The firet Fagle Scout in Lonesome Pine Council, Captain Foreman is
gtill active in Boy Scout work, He is a member of Sigma Pai (honorary
sclentific society), U. 5. Naval Institute, Awerican (Ordnance Socletby

and the National Beagle Club.
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