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GAPTATN FRANCTS E: FLECK, JR., U, S. NAVY A/

Francis Flward Fleck, Jr., was horn in Rosemont, Pennsylvania, on
September 27, 1912, son of Francis E. and ¥arian Bell Fleck., He attended
Radnor High School in Wayne, Penngylvania, and Devitd Preparatory School in
tashington, D. C., prior o his sppointment to the U. S. Naval Academy in
1930. He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on May 31, 1934, and aubsee
quently advanced to the rauk of Captain, to date from July 1, 1953.

Assigned first to the USS MEMPHIS (CI-13), he served as inti-Afreraft
Divigion Officer of that eruiser from June 1934 until Deceumber 1938, Ian Janue
ary 1939 he joined the USS HENTEY (DD-391) and wag serving ea Guanocy and tor-
poflo. @fficar of that destroyer vhen the Japanese attacked £he Fleet at Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 194L. He recoivsdd a lotter of Gommendatioﬂ,'with-Ribbon
for Ndistinguished service" during'that'attack.when.hé~aséumed.command‘of theé
HENLEY, getting her underway pronptly and fishting the alilp in a most efficier
manner. From May 1942 wntil February 1944 he gerved in the Executive Deparit
of the Naval Academy; “then ‘returned to séa s Cowmanding Officer of the USS
SHAMPLIN (DD-603.}, whieh had. Atlantic Convoy duty, and participated in bombar
mente of Formia-Anzio area on the Wegt Coast of Italy and the Invasion of Sou-
thern France. He vas ewarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "y," and the
Silver Star Medal, wilh citations to follow: '

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious achievement as Commanding Officer
of the USS CHAMPLIN during advanced operations in gupport of the Allied Armies
in Italy from ¥ay 15 to fugust 5, 1944 Sommencing with the Army's break-
through at the Anzio veachhead and continuing with the coastal advance north-
ward, Commander Fleck operated his ship in support of tine ground movement,
carrying out offeotive shore bombardments of enemy installations and concen=
trations, operating against hostile gubmarine and E-boat attacks on vital
maintenance shipping and supporting advanced ninesweeping formations in clear-
ing heavily mined approaches 1o ports occupled by our forces despite opposing
serial attacks and the restricted and dangerous waters in vhich his aship was
ealled upon to operate...”

gilver Star Hedal: “For congpicuous gallantry and intrepidity in actior
as Commanding Officer of the Uss CHAMPLIN during the amphibious invasion of
Southern France betueen August 18 and August 30, 1944, By akil1fully maneuv=
ering his ship and aéourately directing its gunfire, (he) contributed to the
offective support of the advancing ground forces in clearing the onemy from '
coastal positions on the pight flank of the central assaull area. Braving
gtrong return fire, he eonducted the shore borbardnent with competenca and’
vigor, silenced several enemy shore batteries, saturated onemy troop and tank
coneentrations and harassed the interior supply lines. His able participatio:
in this action materially asgisted in the expulsion of the enermy from Southert

Franceeoe LU

Detached from the CHAMPLIN in June 1945, he commanded the Uss STICKELL
(DD-888) from July of that year antil June 1947, then served as Comaander
Eseort Division 2 until October 1947, and as Commanding Officer of the Uss
DYESS (DD-880) for elght months thoreafter. In July 1948 he reported as Bxec-
utive 0fficer of the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, Princeton
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University, remaining there until Hovember 1951. From December of that year
until April 1954 he served on the Staff of Commander Naval Forces, Far East
(Naval Advanced Group), then for three months was Deputy Chief, Naval Sectior
Military Assistence Advisory Group, Japan, at Tokyo.

In Septenber 1954 he assumed cormand of the USS SALAVONIE (40-26), and
after fifteen months in that command reported to the Navy Department, Washing
ton, D. C., for duty as Operational Evaluator and Operational Developmefit :
Force ligison Officer, in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.

Tn addition to the Silver Star Medal, the Bronge Star Medal with Combat
"y ," and the Commendotion Ribbon, Captain Tleck has the American Defensge Jer-
vice Medal, Fleet Clasp; the Asiatie-Pacific Canpeign Medal; fmerican Catipaig
Medal; European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; World War 11 Vietory
Medal; Navy Occupation Service tedal, Asis ¢lasp; China Service Medal; Nation
Defenge Service Medal; Korean Service Medal; and Unlted Nations Service Medal
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