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UNITED STATES NAVY

Charles William Fielder was born on January 15, 1910, 1in Bot-
tineau, North Dakota, son of Charles W, and Marian Jean (Ellis)
fielder. He attended Salina (Kansas) High achool and Kangas Wes-
Jeyan University, also at-Salina, and for a year, from June 1, 1928
had enlizted gervice in the U. 3. Navy, Honorably discharged on
June 27, 1929, he accepted an appointment by the Secretary of the
Navy to the U, S, Naval Acadeuy, Annapolis, Maryland., As a Midship-

man he participated in plebe tennis and basketball, He wae gradu-
ated on June 1, 1933, but wase not commigsioned in the U, S, Navy
due to legislative action of the previous year, :

Commissioned Ens:.gn in the U, & Waval Reserve on June 1, 1933,
he resigned his commission on October 2 of that year, and from that
date until July 5, 1934, had flight training at Randolph Fileld, San
Antonle, Texas, a2 an Aviation Cadet in the U, S, Army Alr Corps.
Commissioned Easign in the U, 5, Navy on July 12, 193%, he subse-
quently attained the rank of Captain, to date from September 1,1952.

Upon receiving hisz commission in the U, 5. Navy in July 1934,
he reported for flight training at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola,
Florida. Designated Naval Aviator on January 28, 1935, he was orde
ordered to Scouting Sguadron PEN-8, aviation unit of the USS CHESTER,
Detached from that squadron in May 1937, he joined Bombing Squadron .
THREE-B, hased on the USS LEXINGTON, and in July of the same year
{ransferred to Bombing Squadron FOUR based on the USS RANGER, Be-
tween January 1938 and October 1940 he served with Patrel Sguadron
31X (redegignated in July 1939 Patrol Squadyon TWENTY THREE), at
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawail. : =

Returning to the United States, he had duty with Utility Squad-
ron FOUR, attached to the Naval Air Station, 3quantum, Magszachusetbts.
He was ordered in June 1943 to commaend Utility Squadron FPIFPTEEN, be-
ing fitted out there., He commanded that squadron from its commis-
stoning until February 1944, while on gduty in the Atlantic (New Eng-
1and-Newfoundland-Bermuds Area), He then became Commander Utllity
Wing Service Force, U, 8, Atlantic Fleet, and for "meritorious
sorvice..,(in that capacity)" received a Letter of Commendation with
authorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon, from the Commander
in Chief, U, 8. Atlantilc Fleet. The citation further states: :

"(He) has provided outstanding service to the Atlantic Fleet
in an extended training area and at an important time, Complete
and highly realistic antialrcraft towing service wasg furnished to
surface units, and the initiation of small drone egervices and the
development of a large drone service were vigorously progecuted dur-
ing this period, resulting in a material increage in the gunnery
efficiency and combat readiness of a large number of ships,e."

Tn May 1945 he jolned the USS RANDOLPH and served ag her Navi-
gator in both the Atlantic and Pacific., When detached from that -
aireraft carrier in January 1947, he became a Navy menmber of the
Joint Strategic Plans and Operations Croup, General Headquartere,
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Far East Command, at Tokyo, Japan. He remained there untll July
1949, and in August reported as Executive Officer of the Naval Air
Station, Key West, Florida. In July 1951 he was ordered to the
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, where he completed the
course in Strategy and Logistice in June 1952,

He next served as Opevatlons Officer on the staff of Commander
Fleet Ailr Wings, Atlantic, July 1952-July 1954, after which became
Commanding Officer of the Naval School, All Weather Flight, Naval
Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas. When the school was decommis -~
sioned in September 195%, he was ordered to Monterey, California,
Lo be Commanding Officer of the Naval Auxiliary Alr Station, his

current assignment, . .

: In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Commander Fielder has
the American Defense. Service Medal with star; the American Campaign
Medal; the Aslatic-Pacific Campalgn Medal with two engagement stars;
World War IT Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Azla
@Glasp; National Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation

- Ribbon,
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