RFAR’ ADMIRAL VANCE DUNCAN CHAPLINE, U. 5. NAVY, RETIRED

Rear fdmiral Chapline, born in Red Cloud, Nebraska, Sepbember 19, 1887,
was appointed to the U. 3. HNaval Academy from the First District of his na-
tive State in 1905. Graduated in June 1909, he served the two years at sea
then required by law beforé he was commissioned Ensign, June 5, 1911.. Pro-
moted to Tieutenant (junior grade), dJune 5, 191, and lieutenant, June 5,
1917, he also received-tempOraryﬂpromotion'toVLieutenant Commander during
World War I, was commissioned in “thab rank, June 3, 1921, and subsequently
wag promoted as follows: ‘Gommander,.July'15_1927; Captain, Dec@mbef 1, 1937;
Commodore, September 8, 19Ll; and Rear Admiral, April 3, 1945. He was trans-
ferred to the Retired List of the Mavy in the rank of Rear Admiral on Hovem- .
ber 1, 1946, R K ' S S

_ After graduation in June 1909, Bear Admiral Chapline served in the USS
SOUTH DAKOTA until July 1911, He then had consecutive duty in the destroy-
ers HULL and PAUL JONES until October 191} when he assumed command of the
Us3 PRERIE. Transferred to the USS ALBANY in May 1916, he served as her |
navigator until January 1917 when he reported for duby in the 0ffice of

the Qudge idvocate General, NavyrDepartment}'Washington, D, 0., and wag
serving in that assignment when the United States entered World War I the
-foliowigg_ﬁpril. Detached in September 1917 under orders to duty with the
Destroyer Force based on Queenstown, Ireland, he served for a momnth in the
. USS BURRCUS before he assumed cormand of the USS HARVARD on October 27,
1917. For his services in conmand of that destroyei he was awarded the

Navy Cross with the following citation:
NAVY CROSS:

YFor distinguished service in the line of his profession
as Commanding Oificer of the USS HARVARD, engaged in the impor-
tant, exacting and hazardous duty of transporting and escorting
troops and supplies through waters infested with enemy submarines

and mines." ;

Detached from command of the HARVARD on Wovenber 20, 1918, nine days
after the Armistice, Rear Admiral Chapline comnanded the USS FATRFAX for

Tn December 1918 he reported for duty as Adde on the staff of

one month,
the Commander, Squadron FIVE, Patrol Forece, Ablantic ¥leet, USS CAROLA,

flagship, and in Janvary 1919 was transferred to duty as Alde for Opera~-
fions on the Staff of the Commander, Naval Forces in France, Uss BRIDGE~
PORT, flagship, serving in that assigmment until April 1919, He then
consecutively commanded the USS CONNOR and the USS BANCROFT until November
of that year. He agsuned command of the USS REID when she was commissioned,
December 3, 1919, and in February 1921 was assigned additional duby in com-

mand of Division 43.

Material Division, 0ffice of

T June 1921, he reported for dubty in the
Washington, D. C. 1In Feb-

the Chief of Naval Opcrations, Havy Department,
ruary 1922 he was appointed Recorder of a Board which convened at the Havy -
Department to make recommendations as to battleships under congtruction to
be retained and complebed under the Limitation of Armaments Confercence.
Detached from the Office of the Chief of Waval Operations in February 192k,
he assisted in fitting out the USS TRENTON at the *fi1liam Cramp and Sons
Company, Philadelphia, Permsylvania, and served as navigator of that R
cruiser from her commlssioning, April 193_192h; until December ?,-1926.” ;O
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Rear Admiral Chapline had duty in the Office of the Director of Re~
serve Persomnel, Bureau of Navigation {later Bureau of Nawval Personnel)
Navy Department, Washington, D, C., from dJamuary 1927 until June 1929.
Returning bo sea, he served as Fxecutive Officer of the USS WHITNEY until
June 1931. The following year he again had duty in the Material Division, -
office of the Chief of Naval Operations,~Navy‘Department, until May 393k, -
Tn June of that year he joined the Uss DETROLT, serving as Executive OfLfi-
cer of that cruiser until spril 1936 when he again reported for duty in
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, serving in the Fleet Mainte-
nance Division until July 1939, . - ' '

In September 1939, Rea:'ﬂdmiral_Chapline_assumed command of the Uss

PHILADELPHIA. During his cormand, which exbe ded. to September 5, 194, that
cruiser participated in short_range.battle;praCtice.On;thefﬂest Coast, and
was engaged on patrol duty between Halifax and Bermuda prior to the entry -
of the United States in orld Var 1T in December 1941, On September 22,
1941, he again reported to ‘the Bureau of Navigation (later redesignated
Burean of Naval Personnel),_BaVy'Departmentj?ﬁaShington,'D.-C.,.and'was’
assigned duty as Director of the NaVal-Reserve Division.. on February 3,
1942 he was transferred_to_@utyyas'Director;oirthe.Fleét yaintenance Di~
vision, 0ffice of the Chief of Navaleperatiohs,-Navy Department. For
meritorious services in-that assignmént-he.was.awarded the Leslon of Herid
with the following citation: . A

IFCION OF MERIT: ° -

itFor exceplhionally meritorious service to the Govermment of
the the Urdted States in a duty of great responsibility as Director
of the Fleet Maintenance Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Op-
erations, from 20 February 1942 to 31 fugust 19L5. Displaying ‘the -
utmost initiative, judgment and ad inistrative skill, Hear Admiral
Chapline doordinated with outstanding readiness the efforts of all
agencies providing for the materials of -the United States Fleeb.
Under his forceful direction, in circumstances requiring exceptional
foresight, tact and ingernmuity ardid conflicting interests, the ves-
sels of the United States Fleet and véssels of foreign navies were
built and maintained in a high order of readiness for the demands
made upon them in combat. His extraordinary performance of com~
plex and exacting duties contributed materially to the successful

prosecution of the wars'

‘ Rear Admiral Chapline continued to serve in the office of the Chief
of HWaval Operations until ordered relieved of all active duty on lay 15,
19L6. He was transferred to tho - Retired Tist of the Wavy on November 1,

_ Tn addition to the Wavy Cross, and the Legion of Merit, Rear Admiral
Chapline has the Hexican gervice Hedal (USS PAUL JONES) ; - the Victory iledal,
Destroyer Clasp (USS RURROUS) 3 and is entitled to the imerican Defensc Serv—
ice Medal, Fleet Clasp (Uss PHILADELPHIL); the Asiatic—Pacific Area Cam-
paign Medal; the american Area Campaign ledal; and the forld War T1 Victory
Medal., He also was presented the Legion of Honor, Rank of Officer, by the
Government of France. '






