LIEUTENANT COMMANDER JOHN A. COLLETT
U. 5, NAVY, DECEASED
ALY

' John Austin Cellett was born in Omaha, Neb%%éwa“ Peh 31
1908. He attended John Eaton School, Washington, D. C., and pre-
pared for the U. 3. Naval Academy at the Swaverly Preparatory SBchool,
Manaszag, Virginia. Appointed Midshipman from Nebraska, he entered
the Naval Aoademy on June 16, 1925, and as a Midshipman was Advertis-
1ng Manager of the Log for two years. He was graduated and commis-
giloned Eneign on June 6, 1929, and was promoted as follows: Liesu-
tenant (je), June 6, 1932; ILieutenant, June 3, 1937; and Lisutenant

Gommander, to date From January 1, 1942

: After graduatlon from the Naval Academy, he was assigned firet
to the USS TEXAS, and detaclied on November 3, 19)0 reported for
£light training at the Naval Air Statlon, Pensacola, Florida. He
wasg’ de81gnated Naval  Aviator (hta) con July 23, 1931 and reported
on SBeptember 18.to the. USS.CHESTER For duty with her aviation unit,
Scoutlng Squadron 9-9, a@‘Junlor Aviator. In Juns 1934 he was trans~
ferred to Patrol Squadron 1-F, based at Pearl Harbor, T. H., and |
Had duty as Squadron Perqonnel Officer. From June 1936 to January
1938 he had congecutive ‘duty as Assistant Flight Officer, Torpedo
Squadron 2, based on the USS BARATOGA, and as Fngineering Officer

of TOTDedO Squadron 55 based on the USS YORKTOWN.

§~; Traanerrlng to the USS SAVANNAH in January 19)8 he zmerved as
,Senlor Aviator of Her Air Unit from its commissioning March 10, that
“year, until June 1939 when he returned to Pearl Harbor. There he
sorved with Patrol Squadron 22 and 23 until June 5, 1941, when he
was ordered to.Torpedo Sguadron 3, carrier based. In February 1942
ne went to the Fleet Alr Detachment, Naval Air Station, San Diego,
Callfornla, to fit out a Torpedo Squadron, and on March 27, agsumed
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§ Lleutenant Commander Collett was reported Misgsing in Actlon on
October 26, 1942, while commanding a Torpedo Sguadron, when the
lane Whlch he wag piloting was shot down in the Battle of Santa
Cruz in the Solomon Islands. In compliance with Section 5 of -
Public Law 490, as amended, death 1z presumed to have occurred on
October 27, 19&3, a year &nd a8 day later.

A destroyer, the USS COLLETT (DD 730), was named to honor the
late Lieutenant Commander Collett, USN. She was christened on
March 5, 1944, by Mrs. C. C. Bauvghman, Lieutenant Commander Collett's
mother, who acted as proxy for the sponsor, Mrs, James Dahlman Col-
lett, sister~in-law of the late officer.
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