CAPYATN CARLETON C. CHAMPION, JR., U. S. NAVY, RETIRED

Carleton Cole Champion, Jr., was born in Savannah, Goorgia, on September
20, 1896, gon of Carleton C. and Frances Heyward Ghamp:l.ono He attended the
Unlver31ty of South Carolina for two years before entering the U, 8. Naval
Academy on appointment from the First Dietrict of South Carolina in 1916. As
a Midshipman he served in the USS WYOMING and USS KANSAS, operating with the
Atlantic Fleet during World War I (summers of 1917 and 1918). Graduated with
the Class of 1920 on June 7, 1919 (course completed early due to National emer-
geney), he was comnissioned Engign in the U. 5. Navy from that date, and by
subsequent promotions attained the rank of Gaptaln, to date from October 1,
1942.  He was transferred to the Retired Iist in that rank on January 1, 1947..

After graduation in June 1919, he served for a year in the USS MICHIGAN,
then was transferred to the U3S OLYMPTA, operating in Europecan waters. He re-
turned to the United States in June 1921, and during the next year sgerved - -
successively in the USS ABEL P. UPSHUR and USS SATTERLEE, units of Destroyer
Force, Atlantic Fleet. - In June 1922 ho reported to the Naval Air Station,
Pensacola, Flerdda, where he completed flight training and was designated a
Naval Aviator on December 26 1922, He subgequently scrved with Aircraft
Squadrons, Battle Fleet, untlJ June 1925, and for two years thereafter was as-
gignaed to the Burecau of Aoronautlcs, Navy Department, washlngton D. C. There
he did aircraft power plant togt and development work,

Ineident to exporimental work in the development of a new type super.
charger, he egtablished two world reecords for altitude in 1927 - ono for land
planes, the other for soa plancs - which stood for about two years. On May 5,
1927, flying a rogular ‘scrvice Navy seaplanc, a single~scater Wright Apache,
he took off from NAS, Anacostla, and climbed to an altitude of 33,455 feet,
breaking the previous record made by a Froneh naval officor at Sartrouv1lle
on March 28, 1927, On July 25, that year, flying an Apache. single-seater
fightor plane, he reached an offieial altitude of 38,474 feot, later recog-
nized by the Fodoration Internationale Aeronautique as the record for land
planes. This record was established despite the fact the engine caught fire
several times and the pilot had to sideslip and dive his planc to exbinguish
the flames. (He had earlicr won first place in the speed and efficiency races
for both transport and commercisl planes at theé National Air Races in Phila-
delphla in 1926, and was a member of tho Schneider Cup racing toam.)

In June 1927 he roburned to Annapelis as a sbudent in acronautical engin-
cering at tho Naval Pogtgraduate Sehool. Ho continued the course at Magsa-
chusotts Ingtitute of Technology, Cambridge, from which he received the dogree
of Magter of Séionce in June 1929, and immediately joined Observation Squadron
THREE of Aireraft Squedrons, Battle Fleet, atbached to the USS OKLAHOMA, In'
Novembor 1929 he was transferred to duty as Aide on the Staff of Commander Adr.
eraft, Scouting Pleet, hls\tltlo changed in October 1930 to Ade on the staff -
of Gommandor Carrior DlVlSion ONE, U, S, Fleet, and again in June 1931 to Adde

on Staff, Commandor A:chraf'b Scoutlng Force.

i

Ebtached from gtaff duty on June 20 1932 he had a tour of duty at the
Naval Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla, then, from August 1935 to
Docember 1936 ho commanded the USS GANNET,  seapldne tonder. Relinquighing
that command, ho commissiongd Patrol SQUadron 16, baged on the USS THRUSH, and
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while in command of that squadron had additional duty as Commander Patrol
Wing FOUR., In May 1938 ho again roturned to the Naval Academy, this time for
duty on the Staff, and served thore until Septomber 1940, _

Ordored to the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bromerton, Washington, he assisted
in fitting out the USS BISCAYNE, scaplane fender, and aggumed command when
she was commisgioned on July 3, 1941, Ho was detached from the BEISCAYNE in
October 1942, and from November -of that year wntil July 1943 successively com-
manded the Naval Alr Stations, Coeo Solo, Canal Zons, and Norfolk, Virginia.
While at the latter, from Februsry 22, 1943, he had tomporary duty with Fleet
Mr, Quonset Point, R, I, and at the Naval Air Station, Now York, additiocnally,
In July 1943 he beeams ‘Commanding Officor of the Naval Air Station, Iivermore,
California, remaining there until late 1946, whon ho was relieved of all active
duty, pending hig retirement in January 1947,

Captain Champion has.the.ﬂmgrican Dofense Service Modal, Fleet Claaps
the Amorican Campaign Medal; and the World War II Vietory Medsl; and (for
World War I) the Vietery Mcdal, Egcort Clasp. He also has the White Eagle of

Serbia, avarded for World War I gervice.
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