CAPTAIN ROY C, ATKINSON, UNITED STATES NAVY

Roy Charles Atkinson was born on May 17, 1922, in Bay City, Michi-
gan, son of Clarence and Zoa B, (Hughes) Atkinson, both now deceased, He
attended Bay City Junior College and General Motors Institute, Flint,
Michigan, before entering the U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland,
in 1943 on appointment from his native state, Graduated with the
class of 1947 and commlssioned Ensign on June 5, 1946 (course accelerated
due to quld:War'II), he subsequently advanced in rank to that of Cap=

tain from July 1, 1967,

Following graduation from the Neval Academy in 1946, he was: as-
signed to the Naval Alr Advance Training Command, Jacksonville, Florida,
as an Alr Observer, and in September 1946 reported on board the USS
PHILIPPINE SEA (CQV-UT) as Training Officer. While serving in that
capacity, he participeted in Resr Admiral Byrd's 1947 Antarctic Ex-
pedition "Operation HIGHJUMP"; a series of polar explorations from
Little Ameriea.

Tn January 1949 he reported for instruction at the Submarine
School, New London, Comnectlcut, and in July that year was assigned
to the USS SEA OWI, (SS-405) as Communications Officer. He was detached
from that submarine for duty as Gunnery Officer on board the USS
DIABLO (So-496) from June to September 1952, when he became Assistant
Training Officer on the Staff of Commander Submarine Force, Atlantic

Fleet,

He had a year of instruction at the Scripps Institution of Oceanc=
graphy, 1a Jolla, Californis, end in September 1955 joined the USS
CHARR {S58-328) to serve as Operations and Engineering Officer. In
September 1956 he was detached for duty on board the USS RONQUIL
(55-396) as Executive Officer, later assuming command of that vessel,
‘e became Commanding OFfficer of the USS SPINAX (SSR-489) in May 1958,
and in Msy 1960 was assigned as Oceanographic Submarine Coordinator
and Submarine Antisubmerine Warfare Operations Officer on the Staff of
commander Antl-submarine Warfare Force, Atlantic Fleet. Wwhile in that
assignment he participated in the Cuban crisis.

He reporied for instructlon at the Armed Forces gtaff College,
Norfolk, Virginia, in February 1963 and from July of that year until
June 1965 was attached to the Navy Oceanographic Office, Suitland,
Maryland, He served as Executive Officer of the USS NEREUS (AS-17)
Cuntil Augnst 1966, when he reported for duty as Assistant Head of the

Submarine Warfare Branch in the Office of the Chlef of Naval Operations,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C. In August 1968 he returned to
duty at the Naval Oceanographic Office, Suitland, Maryland,
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Ceptain Atkinson has the Americen Campaign Medaly World war II

Victory Medals'mamy Occupation Service Medal, Europe Clasp; Natlonal
Defense Serviee Medel with bronze star; the Navy EXpeditionary Medal°

and the Antaretieca Serviee Medel,

Captain Atkinson 1s a mewber of Phi Kappe and the U, S, Naval

Institute., His hobby 1s Furniture refinishing.

Navy Office of Tuformation
Taternal Relations Division (0I=430)

19 September 1968






