REAR ADMIRAL GAYLORD CHURCH
OIVIL ENGINEER CORPS, U.S. NAVY, JBTIRED.. ...

Gaylord Church was born in Mesdviile, Pennsylvania, August 14,
1885, son of Alfred G, and Alice Moslore Church. He attended public
cchools and Allevheny College in Meadville bofore his appolntment to
the United Stetes Naval Academy Irum vennayvlvanla in 1906, He was a
member of the Rlfle Team whlle a midshiprean, winaing the Sharpshooter
and Expert Rifleman's Bar in 1008. He gradusted with distinetion in
1908, and therearser served the Two yeals at sea required by law be-
fore peing commisgioned Ensign.  He subsequently cdvanced in rank to
that of Rear Ada~ral, ho date from September 15, 1942, His retire-
mont from the Naval Servlice bécame effective on November 1, 1940,

Wien detached from the Naval Academy in ths summer of 1909, he
was assigned to ¢he USS CONMECTICUT, and in 1910 transferred to the
NEYW YORK, armored cruiser; and cruised in ner to +the Aziatic Station.
Her nome wag chanzed to SARATOGA 1n February, 1611, and as guch she
was assgigned sg Tlagship of the Asiatic Fleet. Returning to the
United States in July, 1911, ‘he attendsd Rensselaer Poiysechnic Insti-
tute, Troy, New Tork, for the postgraduate course in Engineering, and
1p March, 1915 he was Sransferred to the Civil Enginser Corpg, He
thereafter served at the Naval Statlon, Honoiulu, Territory of Hawall,
until March, 1914, He had conseguvive: tours of duty as follows: :
U.8. Navy Yard, Philadelphis, Pennsylvania, 1915-.017; when the Vir-
gin Telenls wers TArss anguired br the Uniiad Sha s, he gerved on the
geeff of the Newel vaarnor,”lgl?a1919;;:TOT'meri%orious,SOTViGGS in

fhat assignment, he recoived a Letter of Commendation from the Secre-
tary of the Havy: Public Works Officer, Naval Mine Depot, Yorktown,
Virginia, 1919. EE R

Tn September, 1919, he reporited for instruction at the Naval
War Collecge, Nowport, Bhode Island. and upon ccmpletion of the course,
he gorved as Public Works Officer, Submarine Base, New London, Connec—
tiout, until May, 162l. He had charge of constructing the Naval Sulb~
marine and Destroyer Base, Agtoria, Oregon, serving there from June,
1927, until Januacy, 1924,  He received a second Letter of Commendation
fprom the Secretary of the Navy for services rendered the City of
Agtoria during a disastrous fire in 1922. From Januvary, 1924 until
July, 1926 he sevrved in the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton,; Wash-
ington, and for twe years thereafter had duty as Public Workg Officer,
Fiftoenth Naval District, Balboa, Canal Zone. The next foulr years he
served in the Buresu of Yards and Docks, Navy Department, Washington,
D.C,, and during the ten years befween 1932 and 1942, he was assigned
consceutively ag Public Works Officer in the Sixteenth Naval District,
Cavite, P.I., and in the navy yards at Portsmouth, New Hampshire and
Philadeliphia.

‘In April, 1942 he reported for duty as Buperintending Civil En-
gineer of Ares Namber One, Boston, Massachusetts, On April 14, ho was
given additional duty as Acting Superintending Sivil Englneer, Area
Numbec 2, and on Januvary 12, 1943, he was aggigned to further addi-
tlonal duty as Acting Buperintending Civil Engineer of Area Number 3,
consisting of West Virginla, Maryland, District of Columbla, Virglnia,
and South Carolina. He was awarded the Legion of Merit, the cltatlon
stating in part:
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"Hor exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services to the Government ¢f the United States as Super-
sntending COivil fngineer, Arees I, 1l and IiT%. Qualified for a
“highly responsible offlce because oF als engineering experience and
ovooubive ability, (he) directed the effective utilizatlon of avail-
aple resources =ad expedited the conshruction of major additliona To
the Navy'e shipbullding and repals yarde and 1o other naval actlivities
on thz Zagi coasn of the United States, In edéition, he administered,
with outgtanding success, organizatlons charged with building addi-
tiong o privately owned plants under Jivil Worze Contracts : o
enabling the United States Naval Service €0 provide unprecadented
ghipments of wam materials Ho the Allied navies throughout a trying
period of the war," :

He continued on these duties until relieved of actlve duty duse
to physical disabllity and transferred Lo the Retired List of the
Navy, Hovember 1, 1945.

Tn additlon. to the Legion of Merit. hes:s Alpiial Chotrch hao the
Vigtory. Modal w!oh £3rer -8%ar dencting o Goncsadsn’ o, the Auerican
Nefense Ssrvice dedal; American. Cawpalgn Medal, aud World War 11
Victory Medal., Te alsgo has the Expert Riflemzn s Medal anc Bar.

Roar Admirai Church is a member of the Army and Navy Clubs of
Washington, D. C, and of Manila, D. T., Army end Nevy Ccountry Club,
Arlinzton, Virginia, Delta Tau Fraternity, and Masonle fraternal
organizations in Oregon and Wa.shington,
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