ADMIRAL. ALBERT GLEAVES, UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED

Albert Gleaves was born in Nashville, Tennessee, on January 1,
1858. He attended Hume School in Nashville, prior to entering the
U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the State of Tennessee
in 1873. Upon completion of the four-year course in 1877, he served
the two years at sea, as then required by law; was warranted Midshipman
on June 26, 1879 and commissioned Ensign, to date from January 1, 1881.
He subsequently advanced in rank to that of Rear Admiral, to date from
July 29, 1915; Vice Admiral, from Decenmber L, 1918 and Admiral, to date
from September 1, 1919, He reverted to his permanent rank of Rear Ad-
miral, on February 4, 1921. On January 1, 1922 he was transferred to
the Retired List of the U, S, Navy in the rank of Rear Admiral, and by
Act of Congress of June 21, 1930, authorizing World war I flag officers
to be retired in the highest rank held on active duty, he was promoted
to Admiral on the Retired List on that date.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy, he was assigned, in
August 1877, to the USS HARTFORD, and in March 1879 transferred to
the USS PLYMOUTH., From November 1879 to September 1883 he served in
the USS NIPSIC, then had duty in the USS TRENTON, In November 1886
he reported for Ordnance Duty at the Navy Yard, Washington, D, C., and
the following February was ordered to the Naval Ordnance Proving
Ground, Annapolis, Maryland, where the guns built for the new steel
cruisers were being tested,

In November 1889 he reported on board the USS DOLPHIN, the first
of the new steel cruisers, From May 1891 to March 1893 he served in
the USS BOSTON, then returned to the Washington Navy Yard for ordnance
duty. During the period, August 1895 to May 1897 he served in the
USS TEXAS, interspersed with an assignment, between February and July
1896 in the USS MONADNOCK, He next commanded the USS CUSHING, the
first modern torpedo boat in the Navy, and was on board that vessel
when the Spanish-American War began early in 1898. Under his command,
the CUSHING conducted tests of the Obrey gear, a gyroscope-operated
torpedo steering device which was designed to improve the accuracy of
torpedoes. In September 1898 he was again assigned to the Navy Yard,
washington.

He joined the USS ALABAMA in May 1900 and a month later trans-
ferred to the USS INDIANA to serve as Navigator, He returned to the
ATABAMA in August that year, for duty during her trials and became
Navigator of that battleship the following October. In November 1901
he assumed command of the USS DOLPHIN, a gunboat which was being
used as the President's Yacht, and in June 1902 transferred to com-
mand of the USS MAYFLOWER, which replaced the DOLPHIN as the Presidential
Yacht.
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Distinguished Service Medal (war Department): "For exceptionally
meritorious and conspicuous service . as Commander of the Cruiser and
Transport Force. His untiring energy, close cooperation and wise
decision contributed greatly to the successful overseas operation of
the Transport Fleet, resulting in the successful transportation of the
United States Forces abroad,"

From September 1919 to February 1921 he served, in the rank of
Admiral, as Commander-in-Chief, Asiatic Fleet, his flag in the USS
SOUTH DAKOTA, Returning to the United States he was a member of various
selection and special boards until May of that year, when he reported
as Comandant of the First Naval District, with additional duty as Com-
mandent of the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts. He was relieved of
active duty and transferred to the Retired List effective January 1,
1922, having reached the statutory retirement age of sixty=-four years.
In September 1928 he was recalled to duty as Governor of the U, S.
Naval Home, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and served in that capacity
until again relieved of active duty, September 1, 1931.

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal (Navy) and the
Distinguished Service Medal (War Department) Admiral Gleaves had the
Spanish Campaign Medal snd the Vietory Medal, Escort Clasp. He re-
ceived the following foreign decorations: Commander of the Order of
the the Legion of Honor (France); Grand Cordon of the Sacred Treasury
(Japan); Military Wer Cross with Lime Tree Leaves (Czechoslovekia);
and ogder of the Striped Tiger (Wen Hu), First Class (Government of
China),

Admiral Gleaves died in Haverford, Pemnsylvania, on January 6,
1937, He was survived by his wife, Mrs. Evelina Heap Gleaves.

He was the author of several books on naval subjects, including,
History of the Cruiser and Transport Force, 1921; Life of an American
Sailor, WilIlTam Hensley Emory, Rear Admiral, USN; and a biography of
Captain James Lawrence, USN.

Navy Office of Information
Internal Relations Division (0I-430)
1k December 1967






