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_ Fraoncis Xavier Forest woe born in Arlington, Massachusgotte,

on September 16, 1904, son of Mrs, Roge Guinn Forcst and the latoe
Jogeph Mitchell Henry Forest, He attended public schoolsg in Ars’
lington, and entered the U, B8, Naval Acadeuy, Annapolig, Maryland,
from his native state on June 21, 1922; Az o Midshipman he was o
momber of the Gymnastic Team, the clags lacroszsgce and track teoneg,
was on the "Log" stafr and "Log" Board, was Editor of "Heef Pointe”
and Associnte Bditor of the "Lucky B&F’. Graduated with diztinc-
tion, eleventh in the Clase of 1926 (%56 members), he was cormis-
gioned EBnsign on June 4, 1926, and through subsequont promotions

L

attoined the ranlk of Captaln, his date of rank Auguet 1, 1943,

After graduation from the Naval Academy, hoe was assigned Tirat
to the USS OKLAHOMA, and after a year's seo duty as a junlor offi-
cer 1In that battleship, reported to the Divieion of Fleet Training
Naval Operationg, Navy Department, Washington, D, C., He =merved
thero for three months and on September 20, 1927 joinced tho USSE
KING, 2 unit of Destroyer Division %41, Scouting Fleet., In June of
the noxt year he returncd to Annapolle for instruction in Noval
Congtruction at the Ppetgraduate School, and, continuing the courso
ot varibug places ineluding the Masgsachusetts Institute of Toch--
nology, Cambridge, Massachuectts, from vwhich he roccived tho de-
gree of Magter of Scilence in Junc 1931,

He served at the Puget Sound Navy Yard from November 1931 until
Dacember 1934, and Ffor throo years thereafter, wae assignod to the
Bureau of Conatruction and Ropair, Navy Department, Washington,

D. C., where he had duty in the Deeign Division, From Januory 1933
to April 19390 he scrved on varioug staffe of the Battle Flect, at-
tached succeggively to the USS WEST VIRGINIA, USS MARYIAND, USS5
SARATOGA, U35 LEXINGTON, USS HOUSTON and the USS CHICAGO, with duty
in connectlon with damage control, '

During o two year period preceding World War II, he scrved
congecutively as Aszigtant U, S, Naval Attache to Paris, I'rance,
in 1939 and as Asgistant U. &, Naval Attnchoe to London, England,
in 1940-1941. He returned to the United Stotes in March 1941, and
throughout the war period szerved at the Philadelphia Navy Yord,
Pennaylvania, firet og Hull Superintendent, later as Shop Superin-
tendent, and Industrial Engineer, He was awarded the Leglon of
Merit for "exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outetanding services to the Government of the United States whileo
gorving (in those asgignments), ot the Navy Yard in Philadclphic
from April 2, 1941 to October 26, 1985," The citatlion continuce
in part: :

",..Captain Forest rendered dilstinctive service in the dircc-
“tilon and coordination of hull work on approximately 650 ghipe and,
working titelesegly and with sgupcerb skill, contributed matcrially
to the succéess oFf the Navy Yard in completing the bullding, repair-
ing, outfitting and conversgion of gufficicnt naval veessels to meot
the needg of our rapidly expanding Fleet despite the shortage of
matoriols and trained personncl.,.? '
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Detached from the Philadelphia Navy Yard in January 1946, he
next had a tour of duty in the Bureau of Shipeg, Navy Department,
While so attached, he had additional duty in 1946 in connection
with Operation Crogsroads, the atomlc bomb tests at Bikini Atoll,
and received a Letter of Commendation from the Secretary of the
Navy for "...outstanding services ag Officer in Charge of the Bu-
reau of Shipes Group on the Staff of the Director of Shilp Material,
Joint Tagk Force ONE, during Opsration CROSSROADS from 27 January
1946 until October of that year..."

Completing hieg tour of duty in the Bureau of Ships as Hull
Aggigtant, Ship Technical Divigion, ho was ordered in October 1947
to duty as Executive Officer of the David W. Taylor Model Basin,
Carderock, Maryland, and latcr sgerved as Hydro-Mechanics Officcr,
before hisg detachment in February 1950, He was next assigned to
the Naval Shipyard, Portamouth, New Hampshire, ag Planning Off1-
cer, He reported in May 1953 to Headquarters, Th rd Naval Digtrict
New York, New ork, for duty ag Supervisor of Shipbullding and

Naval Inspector of Ordnance.

In addition to the Logion of Merit and the Commendation Rib-
bon, Captain Forest has the Amerlcan Defenge Bervice Medal; tho
American Campaign Medal; and the World War 1T Viectory Medal,
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