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Captein Armstrong was born in Summerville, South Carolina, on
March 12, 1893. He entered the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Mary-
land from South Carolina  on July 3, 1911, and was zraduated and
commissioned Ensicn on June 5,‘1915. He advanced in grade to the
rank of Lieutenant, for temporary service on Qctober 1, 191%F, durin:
World War I, and on November 23, 1919, resigned from the U.3. Navy.
On October 14, 1940; he accepted an aprpointment as Lieutenant in
the U,5. Naval Reserve to rank from Aupgust 22, 1940, and subsequentl,
advanced to the rank of Cartain, his date of rank Novemher 27 4 1945’
He was released from all active duty on March 13, 1946, and died

on: July 16, 1947,

‘Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1915, Captair
Armstrong was assigned to the USS AKKANSAS, and later that year '
reported to the U3S MONTANA for instruction, after which he again
joined the ARKANSAS. During the early period of World War I, he
had duty in connection with the fraining of Engineerinyg Personnel
ahoand the USS MAINE, and served succesgively ahoard the USS
ROBINSON and the USS CRAVEN from June 1917, until his.resignation
from the Navy in Novemher 1919.

On October 14, 2240, he was appointed Lieutenant in- the United
States Naval Reserve and on December 12 of that year reported to
the Office of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washinzton, D.C.,
and served there until transferred in March 1941, to the Bureau of
Ordnance. BSince Cartain Armstrong's return to the Naval gervice
in December, 1940, he had been - attached to the Bureau of Ordnancé,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C. While in the Bureau,” Captain
Armstrong assisted in developing and rutting into operation the
brozram of awarding the Navy "E" and Bureau of Ordnance flag to
companies estahlishing outstanding production records in the manu-
facture of Naval Ordnance material. ' :

On May 29, 1942, he reported to the Ninth Naval District for
temporary duty at the Naval Trainine Station, Great Lakes, Illinois.
He returned to the Navy Department inASeptémber.1944, and followinz:
brief service .in the Bureau of Naval Personnel was ordered to
report to the Twelfth Naval District, and thence to Command or in
Chief, Pscific Ocean Ares until Octoher 1945, For his 8ervices in
that assignment he was awarded .the Bronze Star Medal with the
following citation: -
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Captain Laniel W. Armstrong, USNK, Dece . sed

BRONZE STAR MEDAL:

"For meritorious service as Assistant to the Officer-:
in-Charge, Enlisted Personnel Division, Naval Personnel
Office, attached to the Staff of Commancer Service Force,
United Stetes Pacific Fleet, in connection with opera-
tiong agninsv enemy Japanese forces in the Preific Wor
Area, from Novembher 1944, to. Novemher 1945. Char -3 w ' ith
the direct supsrvision of all negro Navol rersonnel in.
this war area, Captain armstrong skillfully discharged
his duties, therehy contributing materially to the suc-
cessful rerformance of his personnel during operations
againsgt the enemy. His administrative knowlecge and de-
votion to duty were in keepinz with the highest traditions

of the United States Naval Service.'

He returned to the United States and followint a short period
of temporary service in the Bureau of Naval Personnel in connection
with Negro Persopnel; he rerorted to Naval Personnel Separation
Center, Washington, for separation processing. On March 13, 1946,
he was released from all actlive duty. i
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Captain Armstrong was the son of Brigadier General 5.C, Arm-
stronn, a famous leader of the 8th U,S3, Negro troops duringz the
Civil War and founder of Hampton Institute, dedicated to the
rrinciple of enabhling Negroes to hecame self reliant and set an
examples of industry for their own people. Cartain Armstrong
from 1929, was a trustee of Hampton Institute which was commended
"for effective cooperation in the Sraining of Naval Personnel during
World War II" Yy the Secretary of the Navy.

20 Januery 1948.






