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Melv1llo Edwin Baton was born in Chicago, Illincls, on Scptember
24, 1897, son of John Franklin and Anna Georgia (Kendig) Eaton., He
attendad Howe~Austin High School and Crane Junlor College in Chicago,
and was appolinted to the U. 3. Naval Academy, Armapolis, Maryland,
from the Seventh D¢strlct of Illinois in June 1G17. A% o Midshipman
he had World War -I service during the summer of 13818 iIin the USS MIS-
SOURZI, oncrating with the Atlantic Fleet. Graduated and commisgsionced
En51gn on June 3, 1921, he ShbSbQUbﬁbly advanced. to the rank of Cap-
tain, to datce from Jun@ 21, 1942,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy, he was assigned to
the USS CALIFORNIA, then bullding at the Navy Yard, Marc Island, fali-
fornia, After her commissioning on August 10 of that year, he crulsdl
in her in Pacific Waters until June 192%, Upon her arrival ot Puget
Sound, Washingbon, that menth, he was detached to assist in fitting

out the USS CINCINNATI a% the Todd Dry Dock and Congtruction Company,

Tacoma, Washingtoen. He scrved in thatb llght crulser from her commis-
sloning, Januafy 1, 1924, until August of that year,

He had instruction in Aviation at the Naval Alr Station, Pensa-
cola, Floridae, and from February to May 1925 served briefly in the
UsS MEMPHIS, U388 PARRCTT and USS REINA MERCEDES. He then took passage
from San Francisco to Honolulu, T. H,., where he joined the USS BEAVER
on May 29; 1925, Detached from that submarine tender, he reporited on
Januery 1, 1826, to the USS HELENA in which he served until Decembor

1827, bor a. month thereafter he commanded the USS GENERAL ALAVA, and
in April 1928 returned to the United States. ,

_ From April 12, 1628 to Junc 18, 1929, he had successive duty at
the Naval-Observatory, Washington, D, C.; the Haval Air Station,
Pensacola, Florida; and at Headguarters, Eighth Naval District, Now
Orleans, Loulsiana. -He then returned to Annapolis for iustruction in
Mechanical Engineering at the Postgraduate School, and continued tho
coursc at varlous places until Seoptember 1931, On October 17, 1921
he joined the U335 TREVER, fast mineswesper, as BEngineer Officer, and
from May 1) to June 1925 gerved as her Execubtlve Qfficer,

A tour of duty at the Navy Yard, Mare Island, Californla precodai
duty from April 1937 to June 1040 as Engineer Offlccr of the USS PORT
LAND, After his detachment he had duty until March 1941 in the Burea
of Ships, Navy Departmcat, Washington, D, C., after which he served

~Tor eight monchs' asg NﬁVlgﬂuor of the U35 CALIFPORNIA, flagship of

Commander Battle Force, Pacific Fleet. Dectached on Ndvember 29, 1ok,
he reportcd on Descember 25, socon after the United States entered Worli
War II, to the U3S GEORGE F, BELLIOLT, and served as her Executive Of-.
ficer until that cargo vessel was sunk during the initial landings at’

CGuadalcanal.

In August 1942 he was assigned to the USS FULLER, another atiack
transport, which he commanded from Februsry 20, 194, throughout that
year,. For exceptionally meritorious sorvice durlng the landing at
Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, on November 8, 194% he was awardcd
the Legwon of Morit with Combat "7." The citation status in parts:
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”.....Displaying suberb scamanship, Captain Faton maneuvered the
FULLER, loaded with troops, supplics and equipment for the occupation
force, through hazardous waters and unknown shoals toward the assigned.
unloading anchorage, Although the vesscel was attacked by enemy dive
bombers and scriously dameged, (his) gallant command successfully ro-
pelled the heostile plancs, fought fircs, effected emergency repalrs
and comploted unloading in rocord time, His brilliant seamanship and
calm courage in the face of grave damage were major factors in the

- successful conclusion of an oxtremely perilous mission,”

Reporting in February 1944 to Headquarters, Twelfth Naval District
San Francisco, he was transforred two months later to the Fleet Opera-
tional Training Command, Pacific, at San Dlego. Shortly thereafter

- he proccoedcd to The Subordinate Command, Scattle, Washlington, and .-
there on May 2, 1944, he assumed commend of the Attack Transport Pro-
commissioning School., Whils in that command, until April 1945, he
had additional duty in conncction with Administration and Maintenancc.
For meritorious sgervice in that assignmont from July 1 to December 31,
1944, he roceived a Letter of Commendation from Commender in Chiel,
Pacific Flool, ' B

Ee rcturncd to the Burcau of Ships to serve from April 1945 to
September 1946, and on October 15, 1946 assumed command of the USS
PRESTDENT ADAMS (4PA 19). A vyear later he wvas relieved for dulty as
General Inspcctor, Gulf Sea Frontier, and on July 26, 1948 was ro-
designated Génocral Inspector, Eighth Naval Distriect, Neow Orlcans,
Loulsiana, On June 10, 1949 he became Commanding O0fficor of the
Nevel School (Naval Academy and College Preparatory), Bainbridge,
Meryland, where he remained untlil the transfer of that schecl and its
functicns to the Naval Training Center, Newport, Rhode Island,

On October 1, 1949, he reported as Deputy Commander, Military Sea
Transportation Sesrvice, On October 1, 1940 he reported as Deputy Com-
mander, Military Sesa Transportation Service, Seattle, Wazhington. He
is now Commander M3TS, North Pacific Area. : : ’

In addition to the Leglon of Morit,Combat V," and Letter of Comr
mendation, Captain Eaton has the World War I Vietory Medal (USS MIS-
SOURI): American Defcnsc Service Medal with Fleet Clasp; Asiatic-Pa-
cific Campaign Medal; American Campaign Medal; and the World Wer I~
Victory Mcdal,
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