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LIEUTENANT COMMANDER RICHARD S. BARON, U, S. NAVY, DECEASED

Richard Swan Baron was born in Lowell, Massachusetts, on January 22, 1901,
son of Charles C, and lary Louise Swan Baron. He attended Lowell High School
and entered the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment from his
native state in 1921, Graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Science, he was
cormissioned Ensign in the U. S. Navy on June 5, 1924. Through subsequent ad-

vancement, he attained the rank of Iieutenant Commander, with date of rank July 1,
1939,

Following graduation from the Naval Lcadery in June 1924, he served for four
nonths in the battleship UTAH, after which he was ordered to the William Cramp &
Song Shipbuilding Company, Philadelphia, vhare the USS MEMPHES was building. He
Joined that cruisor at her cormmissioning; February 4, 1925, and was aboard when she
returned Charles Lindbergh fron France after hig flight fron New York to Paris. He
served in the USS REUBEN JAMES fron Octoher 26, 1927 until January 1931, then had
duty in the Hydrographic Office, Navy Departnent, Washington, D, C., remaining
there for three years.,

Fron February 1934 until April 1937 he was asgigned to Agiatic Station,
where he served successively in the USS OAHU, USS MONOCACY, USS PALOS and USS
SACRAMENTO, all vessels of the Asiatic Fleet. On his return to ths United States
he was ordered to the Naval Acadeny, where he served for two Years as an instruc-
tor in the Department of Seananship and Navigation. He conpleted this tour on
July 1, 1939, and on Auzust 14, that year, was ordered to the Sixteenth Naval
District for duty, On Septenber 5 he reported to Headquarters, Sixteenth Naval
District, Cavite, Philippine Islands,

Lieutenant Commander Barcn died on March 15, 1942, at Cebu City, Philippine
Islands, when that city was bombed by the Japancse early in World War IT. His
death : i

Lisutenant Commander Baron was posthunously awarded the Navy Cross, with
the following citation: "For extraordinary heroism and neritorious conduct dur-
ing and after the borbing of Cavite, Philipnine Islands. lisutenant Commander
Baron displayed commendable courage in entering the burning area of Cavite at
considerable risk to his own life to recover certain confidential publications
and carry them to safeby, thus preventing their loss or the Possibility of their
Talling into the hands of the eneny." (Signed by Frank Knox, Secretary of the
Navy, July 20, 1942, ond awarded in the nane of the President of the United States
on August 19, 1942.)
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