s CAPTAIN JOSEPH BERZOWSKI BERKLEY, U. S. NAVY

Captain Berkley was born in Milwaukee, Wigééﬁéih; on March 29,
1907. He aitended grammar and high school in Milwaukee and had one
year at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, before
entering the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, on
appointment from the Fourth District of Wisconsin, on June 16, 1925,
While a Midshipman he was a member of the Plebe Crew, the Trident
Literary Society, and the Masqueraders. Gradusted with credit with.
the Class of 1929, he was commissioned Ensign on June 8, 1929, and
subsequently advanced to the rank of Captain, to rank from March 30,

1945,

Following graduation in June, 1929, Captain Berkley was assign-
ed to the USS NEW MEXICO and served for a year as assistant radio
officer of that battleship, the flagship of Battleship Division 4, -
Battle Fleet. He next had preliminary flight training at the Naval
Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida, and detached in July, 1930, he
joined the USS DORSEY, operating with Destroyer Division 5, Battle’
Force, in the Pacific, After two years' service in various capaci=
ties, including one year as chief engineer, in the DORSEY, he re-
ported in May, 1933, to the USS LEXINGTON, and was assigned to Civ-
1lian Conservation Corps duty, with service for eleven months in
the states of Montana, Washington, Idaho, and Utah.

In June, 1934, Captain Berkley joined the USS HOUSTON, a unit
of Cruiser Division 6, Scouting Force, in time to make the Presiden-
tial cruise with President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to the Carib-
bean and Hawailan areas. Detached from the HOUSTON in June, 1935,
he had duty for the succeeding year aboard the USS HOLLAND, tender
for Submarine Squadron 6, Submarine Force, based at San Diego, Cali-
fornia.

Captain Berkley returned in June, 1936, to Annapolis, Maryland,
for the postgraduate course in Radio Engineering at the Postgraduate
School, continuing this course at the University of California, at
Berkeley, California, where he received the degree of Master of
Science in June, 1939, and was elected honorary associate of Sigma
Chi for scholastic achievement. The following month he proceeded
to the Asiatic Station to join the USS LUZON, and served sboard thai
river gunboat while she operated as flagship of Yangtze Patrol dur-
ing operations in China. 1In December, 1939, he was transferred to
the USS OAHU, as executive officer, for Yangtze Patrol duty in Japa-
nese occupied portions of China.

At the outbreak of World War II Captain Berkley was serving
as executive officer of the gunboat TULSA, on duty with Inshore
Patrol off Manila, Philippine Islands. After the Fleet retired to
the Netherlands East Indies, he assumed command of the TULSA while
in Java. Under his command, the TULSA successfully evaded the
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Japanese Fleet after the fall of Java and escaped to Australia.
Captain Berkley 1s entitled to wear the Army Unit Badge, awarded to
all personna’ whs served with the Inshore Patrol in the defense of
the Philipoines, Necember 7, 1941 to April 9, 1942,

Ceptain Eerkley was ordered to the United States in March, 1942
and was esssigned duty as communication officer of the battleship ;
SOUTH DAKOTA. He served with the British Fleet at Scapa Flow during
the summner of 1943, Serving as her first radar officer, he particis
pated in the Battles of Santa Cruz and Guadalcanal. Later that same
year, serving as navigator of the SOUTH DAKOTA, he saw action in thg
Battles of the Gilberts and Marshall Islands and the first raid on
Truk. Captain Berkley received a facsimile of, and 1s entitled to
wear the ribbon for, the Navy Unit Commendation awarded the USS
SOUTH DAKOTA for services during October and November, 1942, as
follows:

NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION - USS SOUTH DAKOTA:
"For outstanding heroism in action ggainst enemy
Japanese invasion forces attempting to recapture
Guadalcanal, from the Bgttle of Santa Cruz on October
26, 1942 to the Second Battle of Savo Island, Novem-
ber 14-15, 1942, Displaying her tremendous fire power
as she went into action for the first time on October
26, the USS SOUTH DAKOTA repeatedly attacked the heavy
waves of enemy dive bombers and torpedoe planes which
swept down upon our Carrier Task Force off the Santa
Cruz Islands and, during the furious two-hour battle,
destroyed approximately thirty-two of the hostile air-
craft. Shortly after midnight three weeks later, when
our battleships intercepted several Japanese Fleet
units near Savo Island, the SOQUTH DAKOTA fired her
Salvos accurately to score direct hits on two enemy
cruisers and sink them almost immediately. Continuing
her effective fire as another column of Japanese ves-
sels was sighted, she destroyed an additional cruiser,
assisted in sinking a battleship and damaged the two
remaining ships before she was forced to retire from
the battle area to repair the damage from several major-
caliber shell hits. A gallant, fighting ship, the
SOUTH DAKOTA, complemented by skilled officers and men,
contributed materially to our successful defense of
Guadalcanal and to our decisive air-sea victory against
the Japanese in the Southern Solomons."

Detached from the SOUTH DAKOTA in February, 1944, Captain
“Berkley again returned to the United States, this time for duty in
the Communications and Electronics Division of the Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. For
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his services there during the period March, 1944, to Augusty 1945, he
receolved & Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the Con
mendation Ribonrr.. from the Secretary of Navy, The citation states i
part: ",. Hoadiing waried and difficult problems with tact eac
cfficiency, {73, coordinated the development of electronics communige
tion equipment essential to the conduct of combet operations afloat
and to the cperetion of vital advance bases..."

In August, 1945, Captain Berkley reported for duty as Head of
Rodio and Sonar Group, in the Bureau of Ships., Upon the estabiish-
mont of a Guided Missiles Section in that Bureau in July, 1946, he we
wos placed in charge, with additional duty as the Bureau of Ships!
ropresentative on the Guided Missiles Committee, maintaining liaison
with like committecs of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chief of Naval
Operations, and the Army.,

On January 12, 1947, an Inter-Service Committee on Guided Mis-
siles was established within the structure of the Joint Research and
Devclopment Board, including in its membership civilians and officers
¥ the Air and Ordnance arms of both Army and Navy, Captain Berlilagy
was appointed associate member of that committee, He was subscquent-
ly relieved of those duties in March, 1947, 1In addition to the
prcviously assigned duties, in May 1947 he was named head of the -
Elcctronics Design Branch of the Bureau of Ships, this branch being:-
recsponsible for investigation, development, and design of all types |
of electronics for naval use on ships and on shore, incorporating all
the latest lessons learned in combat and from Operations Crossroadg;

Completing duty as head of the Electronics Design Branch on.
Docember 17, 1947, he reported as Electronics Officer at the More Is:
lond Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California. He remained there until
Fobruary 4, 1949, after which he had duty in the Bureau of 3hips,
Novy Department, While there he had temporary additional duty under
instruction at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the
idvenced Management Program. Relieved of duty in the Bureau of Shipt
in May 1949, he reported the following month at the Charleston Naval
Siipyard, Charleston, South Carolina. Ordered detached in May 1950,
he will again report to the Bureau of Ships, Navy Department. :

In nddition to the Commendation Ribbon and ribbon for the Navy

Unit Commendation and the Army Distinguished Unit Badge, Gapta%n}ﬂ
Berl:ley has the China Service Medal, and 1is entitled to therﬂs%a51c-
neelific Cewpalgn Medal with six battle stars; the_European-:xfr}can:
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; the Americen Campaign Medal; and the

Vorld War II Victory Medal,
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S Cansain Berkiey is a member of the Institute of Radio Engines:
and is active in Boy Scout work in the Capitol Area Council, 5

18 May 1950.





