CAPTA TN GORDON P. CHUNG-HOON
UNITED STATES NAVY

Gordon Palea Chung-Hoon was born in Honolulu, Territory of
Howali, on July 25, 1910, son of William Chung-Hoon, Jr., and
Agnes: Akau(McInerny) Chung-Hoon. He attended Punahou School in
Honolulu, and prepared for the Naval Academy at Severn School,
severna Park, Maryland., Appointed Midshipman from the Territory
of Hawall, he entered the Naval Academy on June 16, 1930, He
was graduated and commissioned Ensign on May 31, 193%, and-
through subsequent promotions attailned the rank of Captain, %o
date from July 1, 1953, .

After graduation in June 1934, he was assigned to the USS
INDIANAPOLIS, and served as a junior officer in that .gruiser,
on loan to the State of Pennsylvania, until March 1936, He wad
then transferred to the USS MONTGOMERY, a unlt of Mine Division
ONE, Battle Force, based on Pearl Harbor. A year later he was
detached to the USS DENT, operating with Destroyer Division 19,
Submarine Force, also at Pearl Harbor. ,

In July 1939 he was ordered to the USS ARIZONA, flagship of
- Battleship Division ONE, Battle Force. Attached to that battle-
ship when she was bombed and sunk during the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, he joimed the USS BOGGS on
January 21, 1942, and served as Executive Officer of that de~
stroyer until September of that year,

‘Reporting in October 1942 to the Seattle~Tacoma Shipbuilding

- Corporation plant, Tacoms, Washington, he.assisted in fitting out .
the USS CARMICK, and served as her Executive Officer from her
comnissioning, Decenmber 28, 1942, until July 9, 1943, He com~

. manded. her briefly before being detached in August 1943, for: duty
o the staff of Commender, Fleet Operational Command, Fleet Sub-
Prdinate Command, at Treasure Island, California.

‘ On May 10, 1944 he assumed command of the USS SIGSBEE, in

hich command he remalned throughout the latter period of the

~ var, He was awarded the Silver Star Medal for "conspicuous
gallamtry and intrepidity as Commanding Officer of the USS
STIGSBEE, in action against enemy Japanese forces in the vicinity
of Kyushu Tsland, Japan, from March 17 to April 10, 1945..." The
-oltation continues: "Commending an important unit of an advanced
picket group, Commander {hung-Hoon engaged in offensive operations

. againgt enemy aerial foreces and assisbted in destroying twenty.
enemy planes. Subsequently attacked by six planes, he directed
the SIGSBEE in shooting down one dive bomber before it could
penetrate the formation.,." |
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The Navy Cross was awerded him "For extraordinary heroism
as Commanding 0fflcer of the USS SIGSBEE, a unit of an Advanced
Picket Group in action againsgt enemy Japanese forces in the
vicinity of Okinawa, April 14, 1945,..." The c¢citatlion further
states: "Although his ship suffered major damage when struck by
an enemy plane and all power was lost, Commander Chung-Hoon coolly
carried out defensive mansuvers and directed his antlaircraflt
batteries in delivering prolonged and effective fire againat the
continued heavy enemy air attack...(Later he) supervised damago-
control procedure (to return his ship) to port under 1ts own re-
stored power..." : :

Detached from command of the SIGSBEE in October 1945, he
jolned the staff of Commander Service Force, Pacifle Fleet, and
served in that capacity until transferred in August 1947, to
Headquarters, Fourteenth Naval District, Pearl Harbor, for duty
on the staff of the Commandant as Director of Distributlon for
Naval Reserve; later as Director of Naval Reserve gnd then as
Director of (ivilian Personnel, On August 15, 1950, he assumed
command of the USS JOEN W, THOMASON (DD 760), and after twenty
months in that command, reported in April 1952 as Commanding
0fficer of the Fleet Training Center, U. 3. Naval Base, Pearl
Harbor,

. On Februarv 23, 1054, he was ordered’ to the Naval War College,
Newport, R. I. Where he wasg g student from July of that year until
June of the next, then served on the Staff. Under orders of
February 20, 1956, he commanded the USS NORTON SOUND {AVM-1) for
a year, and on June 18, 1957 was ordered to the 0ffice of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

There he served as Ship Command Member, 3ta¥f, Ship Character+
isties Board, ang nov is Projeet Officer, Amphibilous Types and

Auxiliaries, Fleet Development and Malntenance Divlsion.

In addition to the Navy Cross and Silver Star Medal, Com-
mander Chung-~Hoon has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Clagp; the Aslatlc-Pacific Campalgn Medal with 1 sllver and 2
bronze stars (seven operations); the Buropean-African Middle
Eagtern Campalgn Mednl; American Campalgn Medal; World War II
Victory Medal; Navy Oceupatifon Service Medal, Asia Clasp; China
Service Medal; Natlonal Defense Service Medal; Korean Service
Medal; United Nations Service Medal; and the Philippine Libera-

~tlon Ribbon. -

Ho 18 a member of the Outrigger Canoe Club

in Honolulu,
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Acoording to the 1934 Lucky Bag (USNA Year Book), Captain
Chung-Hoon was an athletic wonder, He excelled in baseball,
but trouble with academics kept him off the diamond, He was an
outatanding menber of the football team, was a member of the
Mandolin Club, and was popular with his classmates,

i
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